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Where To From Here?
The Christian Vision
of Life After Death
Brian Grogan, SJ

“The next time anyone asks me about heaven,
hell, purgatory, limbo, or anything related to what
awaits us after our earthly lives have ended, I will
recommend this excellent new book.”

James Martin, SJ

author of The Jesuit Guide to (Almost) Everything

978-1-56548-452-8, paperback, $17.95

“Advent and Christmas Wisdom
from St. Vincent de Paul” (Liguori
Publications) by John E. Rybolt,
CM matches passages from St.
Vincent’s writings with seasonal
prayers and actions. St. Vincent,
patron of charities and volunteers,
dedicated himself at a young age to
the care of the poor and most abandoned. Allow St. Vincent’s wisdom
to guide your Advent meditations
and inspire you to live as he did,
with true disregard for the things
of this world and a heart on fire
Continued on page 2...

John Michael Talbot Tours Nation
With Multi-Night Parish Missions
BERRYVILLE, Ark. – Contemporary Christian music pioneer John
Michael Talbot now adds “Motivational Minister” to his many titles,
traveling over nine months per
year throughout the world renewing the faith of Christians of all denominations. It is this new
direction which he captures in his
new three DVD collection “Nothing
Is Impossible.”
Talbot shares, “the old John
Michael has died and the new one
has been born again, and this DVD
captures the excitement and power
of that rebirth.”
Rebirth has been a theme for
Talbot’s ministry these days. When
a fire devastated John Michael’s
monastery in April of 2008, John
Michael began a new format of
itinerant ministry traveling from
parish to parish to raise money to
rebuild his community’s home.
Concert tours were replaced by
two- or three-night parish missions. It became clear that God was
not only using his ministry to rebuild the monastery but to bring
fulfillment to an original vision.
Talbot reflects, “God gave me a
vision of itinerant ministry going
from parish to parish in a time of
great need in our culture. I believe
that our current ministry is fulfilling that vision. The Catholic
Church has nearly died in recent
years, but God is raising us to new

life in Christ if we will but accept
it. We are rebuilding the church
one parish at a time, and renewing
hearts one life at a time!”
Today, Talbot’s
audiences are surprised to find he is
no longer the man
who simply sits
with his guitar and
sings sacred songs.
Looking like a character out of scripTALBOT
ture with long hair
and flowing beard, Talbot walks
amid the crowd as he preaches
from…his iPad! Talbot openly
states, “I am a cool Monk.”
“We recorded this DVD collection live to capture all the excitement we are seeing across America
in our parish missions. I want to
reach as many as I can, and making this DVD was the obvious answer. Individuals to groups will
benefit from the different topics
covered and each of the three
DVDs contains teaching, prayer
and, of course, sacred music. We
wanted to provide this as a service
for God’s people and keep the price
as low as possible. We produced
this from our own production and
publishing company as part of our
Not for Profit ministry. We pray
many will be blessed by it.”
For more information, please
visit: www.johnmichaeltalbot.com.
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WASHINGTON (CNS) — Our
Sunday Visitor is celebrating 100
years of “serving the church,” as a
big headline proclaims on the
front page of the September 30th
centennial issue of its flagship
publication, OSV Newsweekly.
The issue is
huge: 128 pages
in all, spread out
over four 32-page
sections, with
most pages having a reproduction of a front
page from each
ERLANDSON
year of the
weekly newspaper’s 100 years of
publication. The special issue covers the history of the newspaper
against the backdrop of key
events in Catholicism and society.
Although the special OSV
Newsweekly is what most
Catholics will experience from the
centennial, it has been far from
the only thing happening to mark
the anniversary, according to
Greg Erlandson, Our Sunday Visitor president and publisher.
On the actual 100th anniversary date of the first issue, May 5,
Our Sunday Visitor hosted an
open house at its headquarters in
Huntington, Ind. “We had all
sorts of things for the visitors,”
Erlandson recalled, with staff
thinking “maybe we’ll get 400
people. A thousand ended up
coming to components of it.”
Our Sunday Visitor also cosponsored this year’s Catholic
Media Convention, held in Indianapolis, with The Criterion, the
Archdiocese of Indianapolis’
newspaper.
The last big public part of the
centennial was a daylong affair
Sept. 28. First off was a symposium featuring Cardinal Francis
E. George of Chicago speaking
about apologetics, author Scott
Hahn talking about the new
evangelization, and attorney
Helen Alvare discussing religious
liberty issues. The topics, Erlandson told Catholic News Service in
a Sept. 26 telephone interview,
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he new church year is just
around the corner, as are the
seasons of Advent and
Christmas. The prophetic words of
John the Baptist (Mt 3:3) come
quickly to mind, as does the tune
from the musical Godspell: “Prepare ye the way of the Lord!”
New on the shelves of Catholic
bookstores this fall are a number of
books that will help you and your
family prepare the way for the
Lord prayers, reflections and inspirational passages.
“A Catholic Family Advent”
(Franciscan Media) was written by
Susan Hines-Brigger, a mother of
four. Her book offers a solution to
busy family schedules with little
time for spiritual experiences. Each
daily entry during Advent offers
Scripture for reflection, a short
meditation, a fresh idea for an easy
family activity, and a short prayer.
“O Radiant Dawn” (Ave Maria
Press), written by Lisa M. Hendey
(CatholicMom.com), is a small
booklet that features 5-minute
prayers to say around the Advent
Wreath. Each of the 28 different
devotional services in this peren-

nial book are rooted in scriptural
images of light.
A number of books combine inspirational prayers with passages
from Scripture or other writers to
create spiritual guides for Advent.
“Exploring Advent with Luke”
(Ave Maria Press) by Timothy
Clayton shows us how many of the
challenges faced by the major characters in Luke are no different
than those we face today. The
weekly reflections will guide the
reader from Advent through the
Twelve Days of Christmas.

Credit: Roger Taylor

By Christopher Fenoglio
Editor in Chief

Our Sunday Visitor
Marks a Century of
‘Serving the Church’

Continued on page 2...

Our Sunday Visitor...
Continued from page 1.
are “things Archbishop (John) Noll
(Our Sunday Visitor’s founder)
would have been interested in.”
Following the symposium was to
be a “Mass of rededication and
thanksgiving” for Our Sunday Visitor’s work for the church, followed
by a dinner and an after-dinner
talk on Catholic media and the new
evangelization.
“And after that we’ll all collapse
from exhaustion,” Erlandson said
with a laugh.
Planning for the 100th anniversary observances started about two
years ago, Erlandson said, but the
detail-oriented planning began in
earnest 12 to 18 months ago.
The concept for a spanning-thecentury edition of OSV Newsweekly
revealed there were some gaps in the
newspaper’s archives. Even after

those gaps had been filled, some
bound volumes of the newspaper had
to be shipped to North Carolina,
where special scanning equipment
could produce a copy of the selected
front pages with sufficient quality to
be reproduced for the special issue,
Erlandson told CNS.
Erlandson noted how Archbishop
Noll saw the need for a Catholic
newspaper in Indiana. He was a
parish priest at the time. In 1925,
he was named the bishop of Fort
Wayne. He was elevated to archbishop in 1953; he died in 1956.
(The diocese was re-designated Fort
Wayne-South Bend in 1960.)
“Archbishop Noll was really a
quite remarkable guy. He’s an early
adapter. He was an entrepreneur.
He had a way of seeing what the
needs of Catholics were and a way
of responding to those needs before

Advent & Christmas books...
Continued from page 1.
with generosity and love.
“The Little Way of Advent –
Meditations in the spirit of St.
Thérèse of Lisieux” by Fr. Gary
Caster (Servant Books) focuses on
St. Thérèse’s Little Way, as well as
her deep insights into the Child
Jesus and the Holy Face. Father
Caster shows the connection between the innocent child and the
crucified Savior, thus providing for
a rich Advent experience.
“Preparing for Christmas: Daily
Meditations for Advent” by Richard
Rohr (Franciscan Media) is a collection daily meditations, comprised of
prayers, Scripture and questions
for reflection that help us focus our
anticipation for “the adult Christ,
the Cosmic Christ,” who challenges
us to empty ourselves, to lose ourselves, to surrender.
“A Mary Christmas” by Kathleen M. Carroll (Franciscan Media)
helps us realize more fully that
since Advent asks us to wait in joyful hope, we have no better teacher
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than Mary, the Mother of Our
Lord. Her Seven Joys transform
the Christmas season by reminding
us to savor glad tidings, close relationships and new beginnings.
Last, but not
least, is a little
book I wish I had
written: “52 Little Lessons from
It’s A Wonderful
Life” by Bob
Welch (Thomas
Nelson). This
book reminds us,
as does the film,
that our lives can change everyone
around us – for better or worse. As
you read through the pages, you
can revisit the defining lessons in
this classic and beloved film at any
time during the year, not just during Christmas! If you’re like me,
you seen this great film many
times. Still, when you read this
book, you’re bound to discover
something new.
Merry Christmas to you all!

they themselves knew it,” such as
introducing offertory envelopes, a
staple in
Protestant
congregations, Erlandson
said.
“There
are a lot
of fascinating
stories: him having one of the first
radios in Fort Wayne, having one of
the first televisions in Fort Wayne.
Primarily he was (publishing)
books, pamphlets, periodicals. That
was the way. But he saw there was
a real need out there for some
depth of coverage,” he added. “The
way we phrase it is ‘forming, informing and defending.’”
Indiana is sometimes thought of
as the home of the Ku Klux Klan’s
resurgence in the 1920s. “Even before there was a publication called
The Menace, which saw Catholics
as stealing the jobs of American
workers,” there was an attitude
“Catholics could not be good citizens, Catholics follow the commands of the pope, Catholics work
for less money. Sound kind of familiar?” Erlandson said.
Archbishop Noll “dealt with that
kind of anti-Catholicism. ... He was
a great apologist. He had a very

strong ecumenical streak. All those
tasks are still valid tasks,” he said.
“Even though we have a very
well-educated Catholic populace,
they’re not well-educated in terms
of the faith,” he continued. “That’s
why Catholic News Service exists.
That’s why all the Catholic newspapers exist. People would do well to
keep in mind that Catholics need
resources that are other than mainstream and secular.”
Our Sunday Visitor has more
than 1,700 Catholic book, pamphlet
and textbook titles in print, and it
delivers the OSV Newsweekly via
print, the Web and now on e-devices.
Will Our Sunday Visitor be
around in 2112 to celebrate a 200th
anniversary?
“It’s hard to predict where we’re
going to be in 20 years, let alone
100 years,” replied Erlandson, who
worked 1986-89 at Catholic News
Service’s Rome bureau. “The pace
of change is accelerating. But it’s
true in Catholic media in general.
The need for Catholic content is not
going to go away, whether in newspaper form, book form, e-book form
or some other form that hasn’t even
been invented yet.
“We’re not a newspaper company,
we’re not a book company, we’re a
content company. We’re finding
ways to provide that content in
ways that people need,” he added.
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New Releases
The Year of Faith: A Bible Study
Guide for Catholics
Fr. Mitch Pacwa, S. J. • Our Sunday Visitor
$9.95 • 96 pages • ISBN 978-1-61278-623-0

The popular EWTN priest helps
Catholics embrace Scripture to fortify one’s faith with a step-by-step
guide to faith rejuvenation and
with the goal to rediscover one’s direction in life by following Christ
more closely.
Where To From Here?
Brian Grogan, S.J. - New City Press
$17.95 • 187 pages • ISBN 978-1565484528

Father Grogan explores the Christian vision of life after death, beginning with the notion that every
inhabitant of this planet contributes
to the shaping of God’s project – the
life of the world to come.
Living Evangelization: Three
Minute Reflections of Faith
Joan Mueller • New City Press
$7.95 • 72 pages • ISBN 978-1-56548-456-6

As St. Francis said, “Preach at all
times. When necessary, use words.”
Guided by Pope Benedict XVI’s letter Door of Faith, the author offers
daily scriptural reflections on the
gift of faith, conversion, Mary as a
model of faith, and living evangelization.
Seasons of the Soul: An Intimate
God in Liturgical Time
Carla Mae Streeter, O.P. • New City Press
$9.95 • 100 pages • ISBN 978-15656484511

There is a difference in our liturgies depending upon the season:
Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter,
or Ordinary time. Yet in each season, there is an opportunity for a
deeper, more intimate relationship
with God.
The Best of Being Catholic
Kathy Coffey • Orbis Books
$17.00 • 168 pages • ISBN 978-1570759789

The Catholic Church embodies
simple, profound ideas that make a
positive difference in peoples’ lives:
community, spirituality, family,
peace, justice and universality.
This book reminds us of these positive values and practices.
The Word of the Lord
Steven C. Smith, Ph.D. • Our Sunday Visitor
$16.95 • 256 pages • ISBN 9781612785882

Exploring seven essential principles for Catholic Scripture study,
the book’s clear, straightforward
approach overlays Scripture study
with an explanation of how it relates to Catholic faith and beliefs.
Winter 2012

from Staff Reports
Reading the Old Testament, 2nd Ed.

From Willow Creek to Sacred Heart

Richard Hanser • Ignatius Press
$17.95 • 293 pages • ISBN 978-1586175573

Lawrence Boadt • Paulist Press
$24.95 • 510 pages • ISBN 978-0809147809

Chris Haw • Ave Maria Press
$15.95 • 236 pages • ISBN 978-1594712920

Tells the true story of Sophie
Scholl and the White Rose revolt
against Hitler, a story of faith-inspired idealism that triumphs over
ideological tyranny despite the
bloody and seemingly final destruction by the state.

A classic in 1984, this new edition
has updated archaeological reports,
new and redrawn maps, increased
attention to Jewish-Christian biblical interpretations, and incorporates last three decades of biblical
scholarship.

Bestselling author recounts his
spiritual journey through evangelical Christianity and his return to
Catholicism in this respectful and
engaging look at the megachurch
movement and a heartfelt expression of love for the Catholic Church.

Loving Work: A Spiritual Guide

A Noble Treason

Holy Bible – Knox Translation

Hungering and Thirsting for Justice

Mike Hayes • Orbis Books
$16.00 • 120 pages • ISBN 978-1570759888

Msgr. Ronald A. Knox • Baronius Press
$54.95 • 1,472 pages • BaroniusPress.com

Edited by Lacey Louwagie & Kate Ward
ACTA Publications
$9.95 • 96 pages • ISBN 978-0879464912

The author of “Googling God: The
Religious Landscape of People in
Their 20s and s,” who left a promising career in sports radio, gives
readers a spiritual road map to
finding the work one loves and
bringing love to the work one does.

A new, black leather edition of the
Knox Bible, whose translator was
called in 1948 by Time magazine
the “man who made the great 20th
century bible.”

Yours is the Church
Mike Aquilina • Servant Books
$14.99 • 136 pages • ISBN 978-1616364342

This book celebrates the key role
the Catholic Church has played in
culture, history, and society, detailing the many ways the Church has
transformed our world with art,
music, peace and human dignity.
Wrapped Up: God's Ten Gifts
for Women
Teresa Tomeo & Cheryl Dickow • Servant Books
$15.99 • 134 pages • ISBN 978-1616364335

Ten real-life stories by young adult
Catholics trying to discover how to
carry out their faith in their daily
lives. Readers will be inspired and
challenged by the young adults'
passion, dedication, courage and
love for God and others.

Doing Well and Doing Good
Richard J. Neuhaus • Image
$15.00 • 317 pages • ISBN 978-030795560

What Must I Do to be Saved?
A 20th anniversary printing of an
important, classic work on faith
and money. Called a “challenge to
the Christian capitalist,” the author
draws on the writings of Pope John
Paul II and seeks to bestow a blessing on business. The common good
depends on it.

Idea
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Marcus Grodi • Coming Home Network
$6.95 • 92 pages • ISBN 978-0983082965

Explores the continuity between the
Old and New Testaments and analyzes the “Me and Jesus” reductionist approach to Christianity and in
light of the historic Christian faith.

JUST RELEASED!
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From the best-selling author of

33 DAYS TO MORNING GLORY &
CONSOLING THE HEART OF JESUS

This book and its companion journal draws upon both the deep wisdom of Scripture and a savvy grasp
of modern culture to help readers
recognize God’s gifts, including love,
forgiveness, and a joyful attitude.





Holy Family Prayer Book
Missionaries of the Holy Family • Liguori Pub.
$8.99 • 112 pages • ISBN 978-0764822179
Spanish ISBN 978-0764822186

Traditional and original prayers
for everyone are included to keep
your family spiritually grounded.
Use this book to pray often that
your family grows in forgiveness,
peace and love.
Kateria Tekakwitha: Model of Bravery
Barbara Yoffie • Liguori Publications
$4.99 • 32 pages • ISBN 978-0764-822377

Juan Diego: Mary’s Humble Messenger
Barbara Yoffie • Liguori Publications
$4.99 • 32 pages • ISBN 978-0764-822384

These two Early Reader books will
introduce young readers to the
virtues of two new saints from
North America. Each book contains
a map showing where each saint
lived and ministered.




 

 
  

    

by Fr. Michael Gaitley, MIC
A11-ONE $14.95
ISBN: 9781596142602

With humor and ease, Fr. Michael
Gaitley, MIC, deftly unlocks the “one
thing,” the key to the Church’s wisdom,
and the greatest mystery of the Catholic
faith: the Most Holy Trinity. This is an
ideal book for the Year of Faith and a
perfect Christmas gift.
Imagine John Paul II writing a book on all the
mysteries of Catholic theology in a simpler style
than he ever used before. You’ve imagined
this book. — PETER KREEFT, Ph.D.,
Author, Catholic Christianity

Read more reviews and features at www.NewCatholicBooks.com
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Book Reviews

from the Catholic News Service and Staff

Despite his agnosticism,
author effectively argues
for Jesus’ existence

How could so many Christian
and non-Christian sources exist independently about a man who had
been made up? Such a diverse collection of stories shows that many
had seen and heard Jesus, and
talked about him to others. Mostly
just common
sense, this reflects the author’s
point that the
mythicists mislead people with
faulty logic that
hides their atheist agenda.
Ehrman takes Did Jesus Exist?
things one step
by Bart D. Ehrman
further, showing HarperOne
how religious his- $26.99 • 361 pages
ISBN 978-0062204608
tory sheds light
on Jesus’ existence: “The idea of a
suffering Messiah ran so counter to
Scripture and the righteous expectations of God’s people that it was
completely unthinkable, even blasphemous.” Jews at the time did indeed believe that the coming of the
Messiah was at hand. Yet he would
be a triumphant anointed one, a
king ready to overturn the social
order and install God's chosen
ruler.
The crucifixion of Jesus certainly happened, then, because it
was such a terrible shock, some-

Reviewed by Brian Welter, CNS

I

n “Did Jesus Exist?,” New Testament scholar Bart Ehrman
successfully refutes the idea
that Jesus never existed, pointing
out the weaknesses and irrelevancy of points raised by the socalled mythicists, who fight belief
in God partly by denying the historical person of Jesus of Nazareth.
Ehrman uses well-known writings to prove his point. The differing and independent traditions we
have about Jesus, many of which
are found in the New Testament,
show that Jesus wasn’t simply
made up by a group with an
agenda.
These sources show that Jesus
really lived. Ehrman points out
how St. Paul cites older Christian
traditions in his writings, such as
ancient hymns which acted as
creeds. Luke uses many ancient authorities in Acts of the Apostles,
usually in the form of speeches. The
Gospels, with much in common,
also differ greatly in many areas,
which indicates the variety of
groups attesting to Jesus’ existence.

thing that people had no notion of
ever happening. What would anyone gain from making up something so at odds with Jewish
messianic expectations?
A big book, “Did Jesus Exist?”
leaves no stones unturned.
Ehrman spends at least one chapter examining each of his major
reasons for believing that Jesus existed. Much more than a narrow
polemic against mythicists,
Ehrman offers a general introduction to the life and times of Jesus of
Nazareth, with a particular focus
on the surrounding cultural milieu.
Ehrman argues forcefully that
mythicists themselves often misunderstand this culture. In refuting
Jesus and indeed Christianity,
they have argued that Mediterranean peoples worshiped dyingrising gods, and that Christians
had simply copied this.
James Frazer’s “Golden Bough”
supposed this, as did mythologist
Joseph Campbell. Campbell
claimed that all religious belief
originated in a few key, identical
concepts, and that all religions
shared the essentials.
Ehrman shows the uniqueness
of basic Christian belief. Frazer
and others were simply projecting
Christian doctrine onto these other
religions. Their arguments have

been strongly refuted by scholars.
No precedent existed for the basic
Christian belief in the Son of Man
dying and then rising.
Ehrman, an agnostic himself,
doesn’t aim to destroy anyone’s
faith, though he avoids discussing
the virgin birth, Jesus’ miracles
and the resurrection as historical
realities.
Readers are not forced to agree
with his agnosticism on these
points, so believers can still take a
lot away from the book.
Based on the available scholarship, Ehrman provides a clear
image of who he thinks Jesus was.
A first-century apocalyptists, Jesus
believed in the supernatural world
of angels, demons and the devil,
and that God would come within a
very short time to overturn the social order. Jesus followed the Jewish law, but not as the Pharisees
did. He preached the heart of the
law as loving God first, and then
your neighbor as yourself.
He was concerned with the poor,
yet without having an agenda of
fixing society himself. He left that
in God’s hands.
“Did Jesus Exist?” offers a wideranging assessment of Jesus and
the early Jesus movement. Those
overly sensitive to challenges to
their faith will find the book trou-
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Book Reviews
blesome and unhelpful.
Readers with a greater thirst to
be challenged and learn something
will find it a satisfying read without having to compromise their
deeper convictions.
Brian Welter is studying for his
doctorate in systematic theology
and teaching English in Taiwan.

Book makes important
contribution to discussion
of lay ministries
Reviewed by Brother Jeffrey Gros, FSC

Catholic News Service

F

or Catholics who have grown
up after the Second Vatican
Council, lay educators, liturgical ministers, social servants and
a host of other ministers in the
parish are a familiar sight.
Some may presume these are
helpers for the religious and
priests, others that these are employees or volunteers. However,
there is a deeper understanding
and practice of the church behind
the presence of these ecclesial lay
ministers, which is both new and
evolving in the Catholic theology of
the church.
“In the Name of the Church”
makes an important contribution
to this discussion, featuring the vocational and authorization dimensions of these new ministers and
ministries.
The council moved from an understanding of church, often focused on its institutional and
clerical elements, to a theology
rooted in the vocation of all the
baptized in the differentiated body
of Christ, where ordained and lay
are common disciples of Christ in
serving the one mission of the
church. Within the variety of the
lay vocation, many are called to
marriage, most are called to labor
in the world, but some carry a vocation to service within the church.
The understanding of these roles
and the structures of the church
that support and form them are
early in their evolution. The U.S.
bishops have given helpful direction to the development at this
stage of its history: “Co-Workers in
the Vineyard of the Lord” (2005).
This volume is the result of a consultation among the bishops, theologians and experienced
ministers, providing an interdisciplinary exploration that will inevitably contribute to the
development of these ministries.
Characteristic of these ministries is leadership, authorization,
collaboration with priests and bishops, and appropriate formation.
The volume ends with eight conclusions: Lay ecclesial ministries are
the work of the Holy Spirit, are
Winter 2012

rooted in baptism and are a genuine vocation. They create a distinctive set of relationships within
the church, serve in the name of
the church, are authorized by the
bishop or his delegate, are invested
by rituals which affirm and celebrate the particular ministry, and
require systems
of support and
consistent policy
across the church
in the United
States.
The book, divided into 10
In the Name of the
chapters, includes Church:
a keynote address Edited by William Cahoy
Liturgical Press
by Chicago Cardi- $19.95 • 221 pages
nal Francis E.
ISBN 978-0814634233
George and an
appendix listing the 43 networks,
universities and institutions that
sponsored the 2011 Collegeville
National Symposium on Lay Ecclesial Ministry, on which the book is
based.
The first part of the book includes an overview of the church's
teaching on this category of ministry and the collaborative theological approach serving the process
outlined in the volume. The second
part focuses on vocation from a
theological and biblical perspective,
with an exemplary essay on one of
these ministries, directors of religious education. Three essays on
authorization follow, from theological, canonical and episcopal points
of view. The last part includes two
essays on the ritualization appropriate to these ministries, using
the formation, certification and
commissioning ritual of the Archdiocese of Chicago as the example.
Ecclesial lay ministries were developed out of the mission needs of
Africa and Latin America before
the council. The renewed understanding of baptism, ministry and
communion developed in the council gave a doctrinal basis and universal impetus to a renewed lay
vocation, including ecclesial vocations within them.
The variety of cultures and ecclesial needs and leadership
around the world have begun to fill
out this vision of the council with
an emerging theology and practice
of ministry. This volume harvests
some of the best U.S. thinking on
the understanding and implementation of ministry. It will be important reading not only for ecclesial
ministers, lay and clergy, but for
all informed Catholics in leadership, so that this vision may imbue
the full life of the church in the
21st century.
Brother Gros, a member of the
Brothers of the Christian Schools,
is resident scholar in Catholic studies at Lewis University in
Romeoville, Ill.

New this Fall
from

ave maria press

®

“A refreshing dose of respect, objectivity, and love.”
Publishers Weekly

“The guide to pregnancy that Catholic women have
been waiting for.”
Hallie Lord

Author of Style, Sex, and Substance

“The practical tools you need to embrace your calling.”
Mary DeTurris Poust
Author of Cravings

“Here is a book that can lead us back to the light.”
Paula Huston

Author of Simplifying the Soul

“A perfect Advent reﬂection.”
Msgr. Charles Murphy

Author of The Spirituality of Fasting

“Rediscover the riches of adoration.”
Cardinal William Levada

Former Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

“Regis Martin is a sage for our time.”
Scott Hahn

Author of The Lamb’s Supper

“Will leave you satisﬁed.”
Kate Wicker

Author of Weightless: Making Peace with Your Body

ave maria press® | (800) 282-1865 | www.avemariapress.com
A Ministry of the United States Province of Holy Cross
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The Secret Life of Pope John Paul II
By Lino Zani with Marilù Simoneschi

“The Secret Life of Pope John Paul II” is the story
of the Pope as you’ve never seen him before, at
play and prayer in his beloved mountains.
Saint Benedict Press
List $21.95...Now just $15.36 • ISBN 978-161890-404-1

Mary and the Saints – 2013 Calendar
Stunning 2013 Mary and the Saints 12” x 12” Wall
Calendar designed to inspire greater devotion to
the Blessed Mother. Includes Sundays & Feast
Days for the both the Ordinary & Extraordinary
Liturgical Calendar.
TAN Books
List $11.95….Order 5 or more for $8.96 each
ISBN 089555-932-06

A Year with the Bible

If Aristotle’s Kid Had an iPod

By Patrick Madrid

By Conor Gallagher

Join Patrick Madrid and discover the majesty and
power of scripture in “A Year with the Bible: Scriptural Wisdom for Daily Living.” Sewn two-tone
binding, ribbon marker and gold edges. The
perfect gift!

Gallagher masterfully weaves Aristotle, scientific
studies, pop culture and parenting tales together
making “If Aristotle’s Kid Had an iPod” a funny,
informative, and indispensable guide for any parent who wants to pass on the secrets of a happy life
to their kids.

Saint Benedict Press
List $44.95….Now just $35.95 • ISBN 978-161890-395-2

TAN Books
List $26.95…Now just $18.87 • ISBN 978-161890-414-0

The Divine Call of Mary: Scriptural Perspectives

A Christmas with Christ: Finding Joy Each December

Dr Shirley Sullivan

Alexander J. Basile

The New Testament passages involving Mary reveal what
God was teaching her. In turn, we can apply these lessons
to ourselves. In this way, Mary becomes a model for all her

            
divine love to others.

This book serves as a reminder that including Jesus in our
activities during Advent and Christmas can make everything
special.
ISBN 0-8189-1338-X

112 pages

$8.95 Prod Code: 1338-9

ISBN: 0-8189-1347-9 107 pages $12.95 Prod Code: 1347-1
St Pauls/Alba House 2187 Victory Blvd, Staten Island NY, 10314
www.stpauls.us 1-800-343-2522

St Pauls/Alba House 2187 Victory Blvd, Staten Island NY, 10314
www.stpauls.us 1-800-343-2522

Saints of the Roman Calendar:

Thomas Merton and Thérèse Lentfoehr:

Updated and Revised Edition

The Story of a Friendship
Robert Nugent, SDS
Tells the story of the 20-year friendship between the Trappist
monk, Thomas Merton, and Sister Thérèse Lentfoehr, as it
emerges in the more than 100 letters they exchanged. In the
             
thing, and is the true cement of the Church built by Christ.’

This very popular title has now been fully revised to include
all of the Saints and Blesseds who have been added to the
Roman Calendar in recent years.
ISBN: 0-8189-1317-7 448 pages $19.95 Prod Code: 1317-4

ISBN: 0-8189-1339-8 232 pages $14.95 Prod Code: 1339-6

St Pauls/Alba House 2187 Victory Blvd, Staten Island NY, 10314
www.stpauls.us 1-800-343-2522

St Pauls/Alba House 21 87 Victory Blvd, Staten Island NY, 10314
www.stpauls.us 1-800-343-2522

God’s Word 2013: 



  

This very attractive book contains the Bible readings set

        
for personal notes. Pray with it, share it and make your life a
daily celebration with the Word of God.
ISBN 9789350151242 456 pages $11.95 Prod Code: 5-1242

    

Perfect Model for All Prayer
Janet Marie Moisewikz
If we want to know what kind of prayer is pleasing to the
Father, we only have to look at the prayer Jesus gave us, the
Our Father. We can model all our prayer on its pattern. The
author helps us to do so by examining each phrase of the
Lord’s Prayer in detail.
ISBN: 0-8189-1335-5 64 pages $4.95 Prod Code: 1335-8

St Pauls/Alba House 2187 Victory Blvd, Staten Island NY, 10314
www.stpauls.us 1-800-343-2522

St Pauls/Alba House 2187 Victory Blvd, Staten Island NY, 10314
www.stpauls.us 1-800-343-2522

Roman Missal Personal Edition
This new Personal-size edition of The Roman
Missal is an ideal smaller size for transport,
preparation, and on-the-go prayer. Measuring
5x7, this Missal includes the same interior content as WLP’s Deluxe and Value Editions with
two color text in black and deep red and two
ribbons for place-holding.
World Library Publications
$69.95 • ISBN 978-1-58459-618-9

Becoming Catholic, Again: Connecting the Faith
We Were Taught with the Faith We Live
By Catherine Wiecher Brunell

Catherine Wiecher Brunell, a young Catholic wife
and mother, helps Catholics move from a childhood
faith to an adult faith. Brunell examines how to
maintain an authentic spiritual life and a connection
to the Church in a postmodern world.
Loyola Press
$13.95 • Paperbound • ISBN 978-0-8294-3751-5

Saved by Beauty: A Spiritual Journey with Dorothy Day
By Br. Michael O’Neill McGrath, OSFS

Come along on a spiritual journey as Br. Mickey
depicts the life of Dorothy Day through his signature acrylic paintings and written essays. Discover new insights about this journalist, social
activist, and devout Catholic convert, in a unique
and creative way that doesn’t follow the normal
path of a typical biography. A great gift!
World Library Publications
$39.95 • ISBN 978-1-58459-576-2
Fearing the Stigmata: Humorously Holy Stories of a
Young Catholic’s Search for a Culturally Relevant Faith
By Matt Weber

Matt Weber—a Harvard graduate, television producer, and certified rosary-bead carrier—illustrates for young adult Catholics both the real
challenges and the immense joys of publicly living
out the Catholic faith in this humorously holy
book.
Loyola Press
$13.95 • Paperbound • ISBN 978-0-8294-3736-2

Season of Mystery:10 Spiritual Practices for
Embracing a Happier Second Half of Life

What’s So Funny about Faith?: A Memoir from
the Intersection of Hilarious and Holy

By Paula Huston

By Jake Martin, SJ

Paula Huston—a grandmother and a caretaker
for her own mother and in-laws—offers 10 spiritual practices for the second half of life. A Season of Mystery encourages people in the second
half of life to embrace the riches that come only
with growing older.

“What’s So Funny about Faith?” is a wry, heartfelt memoir from Jake Martin, a professional
comedian who just happens to be a Jesuit. By
sharing stories from his life, Martin shows how
faith can grow through the medium of humor
and laughter.

Loyola Press
$14.95 • Paperbound • ISBN 978-0-8294-3754-6

Loyola Press
$13.95 • Paperbound • ISBN 978-0-8294-3739-3

Liturgy:The Illustrated History

The Most Beautiful Images from the Bible:
Sharing the Stories with Children

By Keith F. Pecklers

A remarkable history of liturgy from its origins in
the second century to its manifestations in the
present day church. With its vast array of extraordinarily produced illustrations and maps in full
color, it takes into account architecture, art,
culture, literature, and politics.
Paulist Press
$79.95 • Hardcover • ISBN 978-0-8091-0604-2

Genius Born of Anguish:The Life and Legacy of
Henri Nouwen

By Katia Mrowiec

Twenty exquisitely illustrated scenes from the
Old and New Testament, accompanied by a simple devotion and Bible verse. This one-of-a-kind
book, with its extraordinary art, will be a title
that adults and children will want to sit down
and read again and again. Ages 5 and up.
Paulist Press
$19.95 • Hardcover • ISBN 978-0-8091-6766-1

Advent Calendar

An intimate look at this important spiritual
writer’s life, enriched with the personal accounts of
some of the people closest to him: friends, family,
and colleagues. A twelve-page photo section is
included.

For each of the first 24 days of December, there
is a mini board book that relates a Bible story,
offers a special prayer or Psalm, or features an
appropriate Christmas song. Once you read each
little book, you can then hang it on your Christmas tree by its golden loop. Full color. 10 pages
per minibook.

Paulist Press
$17.95 • Paperbound • ISBN 978-0-8091-4785-4

Catholic Book Publishing Company
$19.00 • No. 840/22 • ISBN 978-0-89942-969-4

By Michael W. Higgins and Kevin Burns

Online Religious Education
CatechismClass produces a variety of integrated Catechism and Scripture programs
for adults and children in the areas of Faith
Formation, Sacramental Preparation, and
Book Summaries. Supported by Cardinal
Dolan, Cardinal Burke, and others!
Visit www.CatechismClass.com to purchase
$1.99 – $54.95 • Use code Xmas12 to save 10%.

Three Minutes a Day,Volume 47
By The Christophers

Real-life stories and reflections for each day of
the year, along with brief Scripture verses and
prayers, will help you put your faith into action
and “light a candle rather than curse the darkness.”
The Christophers
$10.00 • 374 pages • ISBN 0-9841038-8-0

Fifteen Faces of God

Emanuel: The Music of Christmas

By Michael Manning

By Mary Corby, Chris Fenoglio and the St. Henry Ensemble

“Michael Manning reveals the stories of Jesus as
ones which highlight the activity of God in our everyday lives. Through Manning’s expert guidance we
see the many faces of God that we encounter each
day but sometimes miss.” – Father Edward L. Beck,
ABC News Contributor

Take a prayerful journey from Advent through
Christmas with this album of 16 beautiful renditions of your favorite Christmas hymns, including
O Come, O Come Immanuel, Silent Night, O Holy
Night, Adeste Fidelis, The Beautiful Mother, Joy to
the World, Child of Our Dreams and nine more!

www.Wordnet.tv • (888) 496-7363
$18 + $2 S/H, extra for Intl • ISBN 978-0-385-53161-0

JRF Music • www.JRFmusic.com
$14.95 • CD of 16 songs

Native Footsteps: Along the Path
of Saint Kateri Tekakwitha

Kristin and the Santa Secret
By Christopher Fenoglio

Mark G.Thiel & Christopher Vecsey, editors

Based upon the author’s true experiences, this
heartwarming poem gives parents the faith-filled
words and a simple method to help answer the ultimate question asked by children every Christmas:
“Mommy, is Santa Claus real?” The answer can be
found within.

This book gathers together thirteen historical documents, twenty-five interviews, and twenty-seven
illustrations and color photographs, to celebrate the
canonization of Kateri Tekakwitha (1656-1680),
the “Lily of the Mohawks,” first Native American
Catholic saint.

Stopher Publishing • www.KristinAndTheSantaSecret.com
$9.95 • Full color Booklet

Marquette University Press • (800) 247-6553
$20 • ISBN 978-0-87462-089-4
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John Paul II on the Vulnerable
Jeff
ffrrey Trranzillo
Paperback $34.95 * 9780813220116

Sport and Christianity
A Sign of the Times in the Ligh
g t of Faith
Edited by Kevin Lixey, Christoph Hübenthal, Dietmar Mieth & Norbert Müller
Paperback $24.95 * 9780813219936

Just War
Princiiples and Cases, Second Edition
Richard J. Regan
Paperback $24.95 * 9780813220192

The Liffe and Pontificate of Pope Pius XII
Between History and Controverrsy
Frank J. Coppa
Paperback $29.95 * 9780813220161

Theology Todaay
Perrspectives, Princiiples, and Criteria
International Theological Commission
Paperback $16.95 * 9780813220239

The One Thomas More
Trravis Curtright
Hardcover $64.95 * 9780813219950
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Book Reviews
Religion professor
explores power of words
as catalyst for controversy
Reviewed by Rachelle Linner, CNS

S

tephen Prothero, a professor
of religion at Boston University, has compiled diverse
texts and genres – song lyrics, letters, legal documents, essays,
proverbs and fiction – into an American bible, a canon to illustrate our
short but contentious history.
Prothero’s bible is an abbreviated
version of the Christian one: Genesis, Law, Chronicles, Psalms,
Proverbs, Prophets, Lamentations,
Gospels, Acts and Epistles. The documents he has chosen cluster logically in these books: early
documents in Genesis, fiction in
Chronicles, song lyrics in Psalms
and letters in Epistles. Within each
book he mixes documents from different times and different authors.
Law, for example, includes the
Constitution
(1787) and two
Supreme Court
decisions: Brown
v. Board of Education (1954) and
Roe v. Wade
(1973). Psalms in- The American Bible
cludes the lyrics of by Stephen Prothero
HarperCollins
“The Star Span$29.99, 531 pages
gled Banner”
ISBN 978-0062123435
(1814); “God Bless
America” (1938) and “This Land is
Your Land” (1940.) Proverbs, the
most diverse section, ranges from
Chief Joseph’s “I will fight no more
forever” (1877) to Calvin Coolidge’s
1925 declaration that “The business
of America is business” and Ronald
Reagan’s “evil empire” in 1983.
Prothero’s criteria for inclusion is
that a text must have “served as a
catalyst for later controversy.” Each
of these documents had, and have,
an afterlife, and illustrate how “the
American people talk back, agreeing, disagreeing, or in some cases
creatively misreading what their
forebears have said.”
Prothero introduces each text
with a concise explanation of its author, context and influence on our
national conversation. We are able
to read the original document (in
full or as illustrative excerpts) and
so gain a better sense of how honestly and accurately it has been interpreted. Finally, there are pages of
commentary that illustrate how the
text has been used – or misused.
The format of the book makes it a
wonderful resource for a history
class, debate team or book club. The
cacophony of the American voice
would overwhelm anyone who attempted to read it straight through.
It is better to read it slowly, one biblical book at a time, carefully listenWinter 2012
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ing to the commentaries elicited by
the text. Reading slowly allows us to
participate in this “heritage of voices
as deep and high and different as
the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and
the Boys Choir of Harlem.”
The melding of text and commentary is the book's most distinctive
focus: it shows, rather than tells us,
what the American conversation has
been. But it is also the area where
we have to trust the editor – who,
like all of us, has his own political
and religious biases, whether they
are made explicit or not. This is not
a reason not to read this valuable
book, but simply to be aware that
this is an edited book.
The range of authors is remarkable; any book that includes Sen.
John Kerry, Rep. Henry Hyde, Wendell Wilkie, William Faulkner,
W.E.B. DuBois, Sarah Palin and
Daniel Webster (to name just a few
participants in this national conversation) deserves to be called
catholic, in the sense of universal. It
is surprising, though, to find so few
Catholic voices (why Father Charles
Coughlin and Mary Daly and not
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin and
Dorothy Day?) It is a particularly
disappointing omission because the
church has given deep thought to
the common good, which is really
Prothero’s subtext.
The inclusion of voices of reason,
instead of polemics, could have
shown a way to ameliorate the partisanship that “The American Bible”
rightly rejects. “What ails us is not
just a matter of the words we choose
or the tone we adopt. There is also
the matter of our collective amnesia.
The chain of memory linking us to
the great voices of our collective past
... has been broken.”
“The American Bible” can help restore that chain of memory. It isn’t a
perfect book, but it’s good enough for
a less than perfect experiment in
democracy.
Rachelle Linner, a freelance
writer and reviewer, has a master’s
in theological studies from Weston
Jesuit School of Theology.

Son’s biography illustrates
Sargent Shriver’s legacy of
great works, ‘being good’
Reviewed by Mark Barry

H

ow many of us have started
on a journey to one destination, only to land in another? I suspect that was the case
for Mark Shriver in writing “A
Good Man.”
After his father’s 2011 death,
Shriver wanted to know why so
many people focused not on his father’s tremendous legacy, but on
his being “good.”
Few talked of the Peace Corps he
created or President Lyndon John-

son’s “War on Poverty” that he masterminded or the public events he
choreographed following the 1963
assassination of President John F.
Kennedy, his brother-in-law.
Likewise, few
talked of his contributions to the Special Olympics
movement with his
wife and its
founder, Eunice
Kennedy Shriver.
They just talked
about how “good”
he was. Why was A Good Man
everyone minimiz- by Mark K. Shriver
ing his father’s ac- Henry Holt & Company
$24.00 • 288 pages
complishments? In ISBN 978-0805095302
the author’s mind,
his father had been a great man.
Starting with his own recollections and those of his siblings and
adding family archives, he began to
build the pile of puzzle pieces.
Shriver added input from extended family and friends and his
father’s associates (at least the few
who remained) for more.
He studied the Shriver family’s
roots in Maryland and hit upon the
influence of his father’s faith on who
he was. He began to comprehend
the significance of the fact that Sargent’s godfather was Cardinal
James Gibbons, the revered arch-

bishop of Baltimore from 1877-1921.
He began to understand the implications of the gift of faith that his
grandparents had given his father.
He studied Sargent’s relationships, not so much with the highand-mighty, but with everyday
people, especially with the man
known as “Rags,” who started out
as his father’s driver and ended up
a de facto family member.
Finally, he had the benefit of history, since much of what his father
accomplished was in the public’s eye.
The puzzle picture began to take
shape as the pieces were assembled. As he snapped together the
last few, Mark Shriver had his own
epiphany.
He finally understood why it was
better that his father be remembered as “good” rather than “great.”
In doing so, he appreciated with
much greater clarity his father’s
life lessons.
Mark Shriver, somewhat hurt,
started his search wanting to know
about his father. His journey ended
with a new approach to life and
family. No longer important to do
great things, Mark Shriver simply
wants to be good.
Although aware of “Camelot” his
entire life, Mark Barry’s appreciation for Sargent Shriver’s contributions to that era is relatively new.

Prayer & Reﬂection for
Catholic Homes
Your Divine Mercy
Chris Padgett
Catholic speaker and songwriter, Chris Padgett,
has taken The Divine Mercy Chaplet, a sacred and
personal prayer, and created one of the most uplifting
and spiritual albums of the year. With rosary in hand— and this album ﬁlling the
room, your senses, and your heart—pray along with The Divine Mercy Chaplet in
its entirety. Along with the spoken and sung prayer you will ﬁnd three compelling,
original songs by Padgett. A wonderful beginner’s companion for those who are
unfamiliar with The Divine Mercy Chaplet and a magniﬁcent addition to the prayer
times of those already familiar with this special devotion.
ISBN 978-1-58459-617-2
WLP 008471 CD ................................................$10.00

Saved by Beauty
A Spiritual Journey with Dorothy Day
Brother Michael O’Neill McGrath, OSFS
Foreword by Robert Ellsberg
Come along on a spiritual journey with Dorothy Day,
journalist, social activist, and devout Catholic convert,
through the paintings and writings of Brother Mickey
McGrath. Discover new insights about this beloved
Catholic icon. Explore her life, spirituality, and the
connections between Dorothy, the writings of St.
Francis de Sales, and the call we each have to continued
conversion in our own lives. An inspiration for all
believers and a beautiful gift!
ISBN 978-1-58459-576-2
WLP 017356 Hardcover with dust jacket ..........$39.95

World Library Publications

Learn
more
online!

800-566-6150 • wlpmusic.com
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The Catholic Top 20 – Best Selling Books, Music & Films
Books & Pamphlets • July – September 2012

Children & Teen Books • July – September 2012

1. US Catholic Catechism by USCCB (USCCB)
2. Magnificat Monthly Missal by Pierre-Marie Dumont (Magnificat)
3. Tattoos on the Heart by Fr. Greg Boyle (Simon & Schuster)
4. Catholic Book of Prayers (Catholic Book Publishing)
5. New American Bible, St. Joseph Edition (Catholic Book Publishing)

1. First Communion Catechism by Bennet Kelley (Catholic Book Publishing)
2. Youcat by Cardinal Christoph Schonborn, editor (Ignatius Press)
3. Catholic Youth Bible by Brian Singer-Towns (St. Mary's Press)
4. Mass Prayers for Young Catholics by Annie Teich (Pflaum)
5. Mass Explained for Kids by Jaymie Stuart Wolfe and FSP Maria Grace Dateno
(Pauline Books & Media)

6. Sunday Missal 2013 (Catholic Book Publishing)
7. Bless My Child by Julie Cragon (Ave Maria Press)
8. 2013 Workbook for Lectors by Mary A. Ehle and Margaret Nutting Ralph
(Liturgy Training Publications)
9. Good News New Testament (Catholic Book Publishing)
10. How to Pray the Rosary (Pauline Books & Media)
11. Pieta Prayerbook by Various Authors (Miraculous Lady of Roses)
12. Jesus at my Side by Julie Cragon (Our Sunday Visitor)
13. Pray the Rosary by J. M. Lelen (Catholic Book Publishing)
14. The Gospel According to Luke by Michael Patella (Liturgical Press)
15. Como Rezar el Santo Rosario (Pauline Books & Media)

6. My Rosary Coloring & Activity Book by Virginia Helen Richards and D. Thomas Halpin
(Pauline Books & Media)
7. Holy Mass in My Pocket by Daughters of St. Paul (Pauline Books & Media)
8. Catholic Book of Prayers by Rev. Lawrence Lovasik (Catholic Book Publishing)
9. Seven Sacraments by Rev. Lawrence Lovasik (Catholic Book Publishing)
10. Mass for Children by Rev. Jude Winkler (Catholic Book Publishing)
11. My 15th Birthday Teaching Materials by Perta Alexander (Pauline Books & Media)
12. Bible for Little Ones Board Book by Maite Roche (Pauline Books & Media)
13. Going to Confession by Rev. Lawrence Lovasik (Catholic Book Publishing)
14. Rosary in my Pocket by Daughters of St. Paul (Pauline Books & Media)
15. The Ten Commandments by Rev. Lawrence Lovasik (Catholic Book Publishing)

16. Porta Fidei – Gate of Faith by Pope Benedict XVI (Catholic Truth Society)
17. Together for Life/Revised by Joseph Champlin (Ave Maria Press)
18. Give Us This Day: Daily Prayer for Today's Catholic by Order of St. Benedict
(Liturgical Press)
19. Jesus Calling by Sarah Young (Thomas Nelson)
20. Communion of the Sick (Liturgical Press)

16. Thank You Dear God! by Mary Elizabeth Tebo (Pauline Books & Media)
17. Holy Eucharist Coloring & Activity Book by D. Thomas Halpin, FSP (Pauline Books & Media)
18. Catholic Child's Prayer Book by Rev. Thomas J. Donaghy (Catholic Book Publishing)
19. My First Catechism by Rev. Lawrence Lovasik (Catholic Book Publishing)
20. My Picture Missal by Rev. Lawrence Lovasik (Catholic Book Publishing)

Music & CDs • July – September 2012

Films & DVDs • July – September 2012

1. Then Sings My Soul by The Priests (Sony MasterWorks)
2. Chaplet of Divine Mercy by Vinny Flynn (MercySong Ministries)
3. Chants of Mary by Gloria Dei Cantores Schola (Gloria Dei Cantores)
4. Into Great Silence by The Monks of the Grande Chartreuse (Jade Records)
5. Harmony by The Priests (RCA)

1. For Greater Glory (Arc Entertainment)
2. The Way (Arc Entertainment)
3. Padre Pio Miracle Man (Ignatius Press)
4. October Baby (Provident Films)
5. Catholicism (Word on Fire)

6. The Priests by The Priests (RCA)
7. Celtic Lullabies by Eden's Bridge (Word Entertainment)
8. How Can I Keep from Singing by Noel Henry (Glenside)
9. Sacred Songs of Mary by Various Artists (Valley Entertainment)
10. There Can Be Miracles by Daughters of St. Paul (Pauline Records)

6. Francis & Clare of Assisi (Ignatius Press)
7. Padre Pio: Between Heaven and Earth (Ignatius Press)
8. Therese (Xenon)
9. Jesus for Kids (Vision Video)
10. Song of Bernadette (20th Century Fox)

11. Amore Infinito: Songs from JPII Poems by Placido Domingo (Deutsche Grammophon)
12. WOW Hits 2012 by Various Artists (Wow)
13. Catholicism Soundtrack (Word on Fire)
14. His Love Remains by Collin Raye (Cradle Concepts)
15. Daily Prayers (Nostalgic Hymns)

11. Saint Rita (Ignatius Press)
12. Molokai: The Story of Father Damien (Vision Video)
13. St. Anthony (Ignatius Press)
14. St. Phillip Neri - I Prefer Heaven (Ignatius Press)
15. There Be Dragons (20th Century Fox)

16. Greatest Gospel Songs by Perry Como (RCA)
17. Sacred Treasures by Various Artists (Valley Entertainment)
18. Sacred Treasures III by Various Artists (Valley Entertainment)
19. (tie) Amor Sal y Miel by Johann Alvarez (CD Baby)
Catholic Marian Classics Vol. 6 by the Cathedral Singers & Richard Proulx (GIA Publications)
Chant from the Hermitage by John Michael Talbot (Troubador for the Lord)

16. Edith Stein: The Seventh Chamber (Ignatius Press)
17. Adventures of St. Paul (Pauline Press)
18. Courageous (Sony Pictures)
19. Miracle of Marcelino (VCI Entertainment)
20. The 13th Day (Ignatius Press)

This issue’s best-selling books & media charts were compiled from actual retail sales data from July 1 through September 30, 2012 as reported by Abundant Graces (Bethlehem, Penn.), Newman Bookstore (Washington, D.C.), Paulist Press Book Center (Costa Mesa, Calif.), St. Mary’s Bookstore & Church Supply (Nashville, Tenn.), Pauline Books & Media Centers (12 locations nationwide) and
Veritas Catholic Bookstore (Houston, Texas). For more information about the above books & media products and for links to the websites of these Bookstore Reporters, visit our website at the address
below. Sponsored by the Association of Catholic Publishers (ACP) and the Catholic Retailers Association (CRA). © 2012 Stopher Publishing.
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Book Reviews
Author brings complex
philosophy to bear on
parenting problems today
Reviewed by Peggy Weber, CNS

C

onor Gallagher has a gift. He
can make the complex seem
simple – even enjoyable.
He takes the serious writings of
Aristotle and other philosopher
and applies them to the art of parenting while also adding references
to “Star Wars,” “Jerry Maguire”
and “Sandlot” along the way.
His book “If Aristotle’s Kid Had
an iPod: Ancient Wisdom for Modern Parents” really offers some
good advice to those who are trying
to raise children in today’s world.
Gallagher is not just a philosopher spouting ideas from
“Nichomachean Ethics.” He is the
father of eight children under the
age of 10. It’s a wonder he found
the time to write this book!
Gallagher holds a master’s degree in philosophy from The
Catholic University of America. He
also earned a law degree there.
He and his family are involved in

from the Catholic News Service and Staff
their own publishing house and
have released videos that try and
explain church teachings in a modern and easy-to-understand manner.
In this book, he demonstrates
that Aristotle had
a good understanding of human
nature that helps
all people, but especially in the
forming of young
minds. He writes
in his introduction: “When I was
If Aristotle’s Kid
studying philoso- Had an iPod
phy in graduate By Conor Gallagher
school, I noticed St. Benedict Press
$26.95 • 376 pages
that Aristotle’s
ISBN 978-1618904140
concepts of moderation, habit formation, friendship, pleasure versus happiness,
and so on – were very helpful in
raising my three little kids.”
This book is quite practical and
organized well. After each chapter,
Gallagher offers a “playlist” that
summarizes the points of the chapter. The book also contains Aristotle’s Parenting Assessment Test,
Aristotle’s Dictionary for Parents,
and Notes with helpful links.

Author’s Corner – Colleen Carroll Campbell
New Book: “My Sisters the
Saints: A Spiritual Memoir”
(Image Books)
Most of your journalistic writing has focused on news and
politics. What inspired you to
take such a personal turn in
this new book?
The truth is, I was forced into
it. I was drawn to writing about
the themes at the heart of this
book – the tensions between our
human desires for both freedom
and commitment, spiritual
growth and worldly success,
avoidance of suffering and the
wisdom that comes only through
trials. I was especially drawn to
writing about how these tensions
play out in the lives of women
struggling to reconcile their
Christian faith with contemporary feminism.
Most of the saints you cite as
guides were contemplatives
and many were cloistered
nuns. Did it surprise you that
you could relate to these
women?
Yes, it did. The real basis of my
connection to these women was
our shared search for meaning,
longings for both love and liberation, and struggles to overcome
temptations and faults. The contemplative dimension of these
Winter 2012

saints was also their
genius, and I learned
that the true contemplative does not seek
to escape life but to
Campbell
live it more fully and
deeply. These women of prayer
taught me a lot about how to live
as a woman of action in the world.
You express frustration with
how few books there were to
help you deal with your journey through infertility. What’s
missing from the way infertility is often addressed in religious circles?
For starters, compassion. When
you are dealing with infertility,
you get a lot of unsolicited advice:
Just pray! Just relax! Just adopt!
But advice is usually the last
thing you want. What you really
want is a baby. And failing that,
you want someone to acknowledge
your grief and its validity without
giving you a lecture.
What I most needed was a way
of making sense of my trial and
getting through it. I needed help
understanding my value as a
woman even if I never bore biological children.
Many questions led me to discover the writings of St. Edith
Stein, a philosopher who wrote
poignantly – and, for me, very
helpfully – about the meaning of a
woman’s maternal desires and the
way those desires can be fulfilled
in all walks of life.

The book is not just a parenting
guide. It also provides food for
thought for others as they see how
Aristotle might help them live a
virtuous life. Teachers might be
helped by this as well.
This book is wonderful. The only
quibble might be the title. It tries
too hard to be catchy.
Gallagher has a gift for explaining
philosophy well. Here’s hoping he is
working on something regarding
Thomas Aquinas! He would have a
lot to say about parenting and life!
Peggy Weber is a reporter and
producer for Catholic Communications in the Diocese of Springfield,
Mass.
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Do you need help growing your business in this difficult economy? The Catholic
Retailers Association is a network of Catholic stores in the United States and
Canada whose main purpose is to help you develop your ministry and business
of Catholic retail.
For only $100 a year, your store can connect to
other Catholic retail stores and learn more about
customer service, marketing, spirituality, merchandising, training and more. There are also
special discounts and new product information
from NEW CATHOLIC BOOKS & MEDIA.

Don’t delay, join today at http://bit.ly/CatholicRetailersAssociation.
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This book is significant and inspiring, but it is not really spiritual
until the last chapter. (There is a
good reference to King David in
Chapter 4.) In the final chapter,
Gallagher focuses on “Why Your
Kid Exists.” He writes that that ultimately “your kid was made to
worship God.”
This book is certainly a welcome
addition to any parent’s bookshelf.
Sometimes parents are just caught
up in a flurry of activities – many
necessary ones like cooking and
laundry.
But this book asks families to
think about what is important to
them and why.
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Book & Movie Reviews
Big Al and friends teach
children and parents how
to deal with grief and loss
Reviewed by Shellie Braeuner

A

s adults, we realize that life
isn’t fair. We all find it hard
to wrap our heads around
the fact that sometimes bad things
happen to people who just don’t deserve it.
But this is so
much harder for
children to understand. Little
ones look to us to
make things fair
and have hard
time underSometimes Life Is
standing when
Just Not Fair
we just can’t.
by Fr. Joe Kempf
Fr. Joe Kempf Our Sunday Visitor
$19.95 • 64 pages
explores these
ISBN 978-1612785929
topics in his book
“Sometimes Life Is Just Not Fair.”
In this book, Big Al, Fr. Joe’s childlike monster, explores concepts
such as loss, grief and sadness
through a series of poems, prayers
and short vignettes.
The first ten chapters explore
the grief process, from understanding that a loved one has died
through the healing. Fr. Kempf explores feeling of sadness, loneliness
as well as the desire to move on and

Wreck-It Ralph (Disney)

T

his clever 3-D animated adventure, directed by Rich
Moore, ponders the meaning
of life inside a video arcade machine once the “Game Over” message appears.
The perennial bad guy
(voice of John
C. Reilly) of the
title wants to be
just like his
good-guy opponent (voice of
Jack McBrayer).
So he abandons
his game for
others in search
of fame and glory. Along the way he
encounters a violent warrior (voice
of Jane Lynch) and an outcast
(voice of Sarah Silverman) from a
racing game with whom he bonds.
The pair unites to overcome prejudice and embrace their differences, offering a positive lesson in
self-esteem for young viewers.
Mild cartoonish violence, some
rude humor. The Catholic News
Service classification is A-II –
adults and adolescents. The MPAA
rating is PG – parental guidance
suggested, some material may not
be suitable for children.
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continue to grow. Each section reinforces the belief that death isn’t the
last goodbye. Fr. Kampf teaches
that, as Catholics, we believe in
eternal life with God.
What I found especially helpful
was that there are chapters that
discuss personal loss, but there are
also chapters that help children understand when friends are going
through loss. Children, like adults,
often want to help someone who
grieves, but are at a loss about

what to do and say.
There is a special section at the
end of the book that is designed for
parents, teachers and caregivers of
any child who is suffering from loss.
This section gives concrete suggestions for helping a child deal with
impending death, sudden death and
grief. Arranged in simple bullet
points to go along with the children’s
text, it’s easy for any adult to use.
This is especially helpful if the death
has left a grieving parent as well.

The book also includes a CD with
Big Al and children talking about a
friend who has lost her mother. The
characters touch on all the points of
grieving, always focusing back on
the Promise of Easter and eternal
life. These points are reinforced
with a series of poems and a song.
Altogether, this is a book that can
give comfort to any child facing loss.
Shellie Braeuner is the Children’s
Book Reviewer for New Catholic
Books & Media.

Food for Heart, Mind & Soul
The Best
of Being
Catholic

Sister
Wendy’s
Bible
Treasury

Kathy Coffey

A kaleidoscope of
ideas, gems, and
values found in
being Catholic—
beautiful, simple,
profound insights
that make a positive
difference in peoples’
lives today.
978-1-57075-978-9 176pp pbk $17

Vatican II
Fifty Personal Stories
William Madges and
Michael J. Daley, eds.

Fifty distinguished
authors, theologians,
journalists. spiritual
writers and pastoral
leaders review and
elaborate on the 50th
anniversary of the
Council.

Stories and
Wisdom through
the Eyes of
Great Painters
Sister Wendy
Beckett

A journey through the Bible with Sister
Wendy, accompanied by some of the
greatest artists of all time. Over 50
magnificent color illustrations.

978-1-57075-993-2 272pp pbk $28

978-1-57075-972-7 144pp
pbk with French flaps $35

Redeeming
the Past

Friends in
Christ

Adam

My Journey from
Freedom Fighter
to Healer

Paths to a New
Understanding
of Church

Henri J.M. Nouwen

Michael Lapsley
with
Stephen Karakashian
Foreword by
Arch. Desmond Tutu

Brother John of Taizé

An Anglican priest
active in the struggle
against
a letter bomb
agai t apartheid
apa th id survives
s
and begins a new ministry. “A wonderful
testament to what the gospel can make
happen.”
—Rowan Williams
978-1-57075-992-5 240pp hc $25.00

Jesus
A New
Understanding
of God’s Son
Joseph F. Girzone

“Girzone has spent
many years speaking about, contemplating and writing
about a Jesus to
whom people easily
a ‘partner’
who is with us
il gravitate,
i
‘
throughout all life’s events.” —America
978-1-57075-985-7 384pp pbk $20

This book for both
seekers and practicing Christians highlights the importance
of friendship for
human community. A
worldwide network of friends in Jesus has
incredible potential to change the world
for the better.

God’s Beloved
Through the story
of Adam, a severely
handicapped young
man from the L’Arche
Daybreak Community,
Nouwen found a new
way to tell God’s story
of Jesus and the story
of all of us, broken
and yet beloved, who lives in a world
charged with the mystery of God’s love.
978-1-57075-994-9 136pp pbk $20

978-1-62698-000-6 192pp pbk $22.00

In the
Beginning
Was the
Spirit

Loving Work
A Spiritual Guide to
Finding the Work We
Love and Bringing Love
to the Work We Do

Science, Religion, and
Indigenous Spirituality

Mike Hayes

From the author
of Googling God, a
“down-to-spirit” guide
to discovering the
work you were
meant to do.

Diarmuid O’Murchu

“Helps us understand
how the Holy Spirit
dwells in the heart of
the whole human
history.” —Peter Phan
author, Being Religious Interreligiously

978-1-57075-995-6 260pp pbk $22
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