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Cardinal Amato’s book: Saints show
that the church is holy despite failings

Dean Koontz writes
about people ‘finding
hope, redemption’

By Cindy Wooden, CNS

By Mark Pattison
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) – Catholic
devotion to the saints appears to be
alive and well, and Pope Benedict
XVI continues to proclaim new
saints at a regular pace.
The official calendar of saints’
feast days will grow in October
when the pope canonizes seven
men and women, including Mother
Marianne Cope of Molokai and
three laypeople: the Native American Kateri Tekakwitha, the Filipino Peter Calungsod and the
German Anna Schaffer.
The canonization Mass Oct. 21
will be one of the first big events of
Pope Benedict’s Year of Faith,
which is designed to commemorate
the 50th anniversary of the opening of the Second Vatican Council
and to launch a strengthened commitment to the new evangelization.
According to Cardinal Angelo
Amato, prefect of the Congregation
for Saints’ Causes, the appeal of
the saints and their concrete examples of holiness give them “an undeniably positive role to play in
this time of new evangelization,”
since they are living proof that the
church is holy.
In a new book, currently avail-
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able only in Italian, Cardinal
Amato writes that it’s easy to understand how people can question
the church’s holiness when they
see the sinful behavior of some of
its members. But the good, loving
and charitable activities of other
members are the best evidence
that the church truly is the holy
body of Christ, he says.
“The holiness of
the church is not
the sum of the holiness of its children,
but is a spiritual
gift received from
the spirit of the
Risen Christ,” he
writes. “Throughout
Amato
history, the church
carries the treasure of its holiness
in earthen vessels. Being aware of
that, the historic church can do
nothing other than continually convert to the cross of Christ.”
The saints and martyrs officially
recognized by the church are the

“demonstration that the church,
even if it is not already perfect,
given the misery of many of its
sons and daughters, is not less
holy, but continues to produce the
fruits of holiness and always will.”
Individual Christians and Christian communities thus have an obligation to pursue holiness “to
counterbalance the humiliations”
Christ’s body suffers because of the
sins of its members, he writes.
For Jesuit Father Paolo Molinari,
who served as an expert at Vatican
II and shepherded Blessed Kateri’s
sainthood cause for 55 years, saints
are not mythic heroes but real men
and women who show all Christians
that it’s possible to live holy lives no
matter where they were born or
what their state of life.
It’s not a matter of demonstrating
extraordinary courage in a dangerous situation, but “living an ordinary life in an extraordinary way,” a
way that “comes from the spirit of
Continued on page 2...

ACP, CPA Name 2012 Book Award
Winners, ‘All is Grace’ Honored
Two Catholic publishing associations recently announced their list
of award-winning books for 2012.
At the 2012 Religious Booksellers Trade Exhibit May 31 in St.
Charles, Illinois, the Association of
Catholic Publishers handed out its
first ever “Excellence in Publishing”
Awards. Liturgical Press came
away with six awards including two
first places in Theology and Scripture. Loyola Press received four
awards in three different categories: Resources for Ministry, Inspirational, and Prayer and
Spirituality. Three awards went to
Pauline Books & Media and two to
Orbis Books, including ‘Book of the
Year’ for “All Is Grace,” a biography
of Dorothy Day by Jim Forest.
At its recent Catholic Media
Conference in Indianapolis June
22, the Catholic Press Association
recognized more than 50 books in
20 categories in its annual awards
program. Orbis Books, the publishing arm of the Maryknoll Fathers

and Brothers in Maryknoll, New
York, collected 17 awards for its
books, the most
by any book publisher. Ten books
from the Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing Company
of Grand Rapids,
Michigan received
honors as well.
Also in Indianapolis, Christopher
Fenoglio, Editor in Chief of NEW
CATHOLIC BOOKS & MEDIA, was honored for his 2011 columns for the
Tennessee Register in Nashville.
His “Reel Life Journeys” columns,
which explored spiritual themes in
films, families and our faith, were
awarded Third Place – Best Regular Column for Culture, the Arts
and Leisure. Fenoglio’s columns
can be found on the NEW CATHOLIC
BOOKS & MEDIA website.
A complete list of winners from
both awards programs can be found
on page 8.

Read more reviews and features at www.NewCatholicBooks.com

WASHINGTON – With 50 books
to his credit, Catholic author Dean
Koontz can clearly be thought of
as a successful novelist.
So successful, it’s easy to think
of him as a brand – an idea with
which he’s not comfortable.
“That word,” he said. “It reminds me of a fellow who interviewed me: ‘What’s it like being a
god of fiction?’ I laughed out loud.”
Koontz added,
“I’ve had publishers who wanted me
to keep doing the
same thing,” but “I
don’t know how
you brand what I
do without misconstruing.” In one
Koontz
such skirmish, he
said he was able to keep the word
“horror” out of a description of his
books.
“I’m suspicious of branding because it can limit you, it can put
you in a narrow frame,” he said.
Still, he noted, “If you’ll like the
name, you’ll get the same. You’ll
still have some of that stuff that
you like,” regardless of the subject matter of his latest book.
It just so happens his new title,
released July 31, is “Odd Apocalypse,” the fifth in his “Odd
Thomas” series about a young
California fry cook who keeps
doing battle against the bizarre
and malevolent while on a quest
to achieve perfect humility. “I’ve
never experienced perfect humility,” Koontz told Catholic News
Service in a recent telephone interview.
Koontz said the series will go
to seven novels before it reaches
its conclusion. For a while, it
seemed he would be lucky to get
the first one in print. “I got a little bit of resistance,” he recalled.
His publisher at the time “disliked the book so much he wouldn’t talk to me about it,” he said.
“When the reviews started coming,” Koontz added, it became obvious that Odd Thomas – the
Continued on page 2...

Dean Koontz writes about people ‘finding hope, redemption’...
Continued from page 1.
character’s first and last names –
“was touching some nerve. I don’t
know if I ever got a bad review.”
What’s more, there will be an
“Odd Thomas” movie in theaters
next year. Anton Yelchin, who
played Chekov in the 2009 “Star
Trek” movie prequel, plays the title
character. The movie also stars
Willem Dafoe, Patton Oswalt and
Leonor Varela, currently in the
cable-TV updating of “Dallas.” The
film was directed by Stephen Sommers, who directed the first two
“Mummy” movies and wrote all
three screenplays. Koontz said he
thought Sommers’ “Odd Thomas”
screenplay “was perfection. I couldn’t find a wrong note.”
Koontz acknowledges he has “a

very low boredom threshold” and
wants to be entertained by what he
writes. At the same time, though,
“there’s an obligation to give them
(readers) their money’s worth in
terms of a reading experience.” He
says he’s been asked, “I want you
to write a book that’s very dark
and very noir and everybody dies
in the end and there’s no meaning
to anything.” To which he replies,
“You don’t need me to do that. It’s
everywhere.”
“That’s not what I do,” Koontz
said. “I write about people trying to
find hope and redemption in their
lives from suspense.”
Koontz became a Catholic after
he started dating his wife, Gerda
Cerra. “My family was dysfunctional. My father was a violent al-

Saints show us...
Continued from page 1.
Jesus poured into our hearts,” Father Molinari said in an interview
with Catholic News Service.
Another great
thing about the
saints, Father
Molinari said, is
that they are
ready, willing and
able today to help
the church’s members along the
path of holiness.
The Second
Saint Who?
Vatican Council
Brian O’Neel
Servant Books
“purified” exaggerated practices $13.99 • 142 pages
ISBN 978-1616362423
related to the veneration of the saints, for example,
where the faithful would “enter into
a church and go to the statue of St.
Anthony or St. Rita and touch it,
but not even think that the Lord is
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present in the tabernacle,” he said.
But the council still emphasized
the fact that those friends of God
are part of the church and will intervene on behalf
of those still living
on earth, he said.
Veneration of
the saints, the Jesuit said, is a sign
of “the link between the pilgrim
church (on earth)
and the ones who
have gone to God.” Saints of Roman Missal
Blessed Kateri J. Michael Thompson
Liguori Publications
is, like all the
saints, still part of $14.99 • 144 pages
ISBN 978-0764821035
the Catholic family, concerned about the needs of
her kin, Father Molinari said; and
so, “being with God, she will probably whisper into the ear of God
something of what we say to her.”
Subscriptions
Individual subscriptions are $10 a year.
All parishes, schools, libraries, bookstores and non-profit organizations
qualify for a free single subscription to
this publication. Complete the form at
www.NewCatholicBooks.com or
request a form by sending a fax toll-free
to (800) 298-3151.
Bundle Sales, Bulk Subscriptions
Catholic bookstores, parishes, book
clubs, libraries and other groups may
purchase bundles of 50 copies for distribution to customers and parishioners. For more information, visit the
subscriptions area of our website at
www.NewCatholicBooks.com.

coholic who had 44 jobs in 34 years.
There was always someone who
was not speaking to somebody
else,” he said. On the couple’s
dates, “we would go to Johnstown
(Penn.) where her aunts and uncles
lived. I saw all these houses where
there was a totally different attitude and unlike anything I ever
saw in my house.
“My wife didn’t ask me to convert. But it was in college that I
began the path.”
Koontz and his wife go somewhere regularly to worship, but
asked CNS to not disclose the location. The reason: security. “We
don’t like to announce where we

can be found. I don’t want to go to
church with a security group. I
can’t do public speaking without a
security contingent,” he said.
“There are some bad people. Death
threats, we get a lot of those. We
get fan mail that is very strange.
One woman sent us 5,000 letters in
four years.”
One correspondent Koontz is
pleased with, though, is the archbishop of New York, Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan.
“Archbishop Dolan started writing me to tell me what a fan of the
books he is, before he became a cardinal,” he said. “I knew I must be
doing something right.”
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Do you need help growing your business in this difficult economy? The Catholic
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Canada whose main purpose is to help you develop your ministry and business
of Catholic retail.
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special discounts and new product information
from NEW CATHOLIC BOOKS & MEDIA.

Don’t delay, join today at http://bit.ly/CatholicRetailersAssociation.

NEW FOR FALL 2012

If Aris
ristotl
otle
tle
lee s Kid
id Had
ad An
An Ip
pod
po
od
od
978-1-61890-414-0
978
8-1-6189
1 61890
6189
1890
890890
90-4
90
0-41
00-4
-41
4414
41
1414
4-0
44-0
0
Haarrdco
d verr $26.9
$26.95
6 955

A Year with the Bible
978-1-61890-395-2
978-1
97
978
978788-1
8-1-1-6
1-6
-61
618
6189
189
89
890
9090-3
0-3
-39
39
395
95
955-2
-2
2P
Premium
reem
re
mium
um
Ult
Ul
ltr
ltr
tra
raso
asoft
asoft
asof
soft
ftt $4
$44
$$44.95
44.
44
4.9
95
95
Ultrasoft

Join Jo
oseph Pearce, Patrick
Madrid, Conor Gallagher, Amy
Welborn and Monica Migliorino
Miller as they tell the stories and tackle
the issues that matter—and inspire readers
to a richer, deeper life.

The Secret Life of
John Paul II
978-1-61890-404-1
Haarrddcover $21.95

Sav
Sa
Save
ave
ve
e up
up to
t

35%
3
35
5
5%
%

with
with
ith
Coupon
Coupon
Coupo
Coup
Cou
Co
oupon
pon
on
nC
Code
Co
Cod
ode
de
e

Digital Editions & Social Media
Read more review online, on your
iPhone, iPad or other tablet device at
these websites:

Facebook.com/NewCatholicBooks
Twitter.com/NewCatholicBook
NewCatholicBooks.com/digital-editions

“NCBM12”
“NCB
“NC
NCBM1
NCBM
BM12
M12”
12”
2””

Candles in the Darrk
978-1-61890-398-3
Haarrddcover $26.95

Abandoned
978-1-61890-394-5
Har
arddcover $26.95

SAINTBENEDICTPRESS.COM

Read more reviews and features at www.NewCatholicBooks.com

New
N
ew C
ew
Catholic
ath
at
ath
ho
oliicc
ol
IIllustrated
llu
ll
llu
ussttra
trraatteed
dB
Bible
ib
blee
9978-1-61890-002-9
97
78
788-1
-1
1--6
1-6
6189
618
900--0
002
00
2--99
H
Ha
Hardcover
aarrdco
d over
dc
er $2
$$24.95
24
4 955
4.9

CALL
C
ALLLL
A
TTODAY!
TO
ODAY
OD
AY!!
((800)
(8
800
80
0)
0)
437-5876
43
4
37
7--5
7
587
58
76
6

TTANB
ANB
AN
A
NBOO
NB
OOKS
O
OKS.CO
OK
COM
C
OM
M
Fall 2012

New Releases
Jesus at My Side: 365 Reflections on
His Words
Julie Cragon • Our Sunday Visitor
$13.95 • 224 pages • ISBN 978-1592769438

Written by a mother of six, this
book provides readers with the
words of Jesus Himself, combined
with a short meditation and a
prayer challenge – one for every
day of the year.
Holding Jesus
Alfred McBride, O. Praem • Franciscan Media
$14.99 • 144 pages • ISBN 978-1616364809

In 42 scriptural reflections, we consider Mary as a young pregnant
wife, a new mother holding her infant, as the Mother of Sorrows who
holds her son when he is taken
down from the cross, and more.
A to Z, A Basic Catholic Dictionary
Daniel L. Lowery, CSsR • Liguori
$7.99 • 138 pages • ISBN 978-0764820557

From Abbess to Zephaniah, you
will find information about
Catholic beliefs and doctrines,
liturgical celebrations, moral
teachings, and outstanding people
in Church history.
Emails from Heaven
Keith B. Merritt • Cathedral Foundation Press
$14.95 • 140 pages • ISBN 978-1885938411

One couple’s journey from the altar
to the cross chronicles the couples’
courage, strength and faith as they
deal with pancreatic cancer.
Forged in the Fiery Furnace
Diana L. Hayes • Orbis Books
$22.00 • 228 pages • ISBN 978-1570754722

An accessible introduction to
African American spirituality that
provides a broad overview of developments in both Protestant and
Catholic traditions.

Staff Reports
journey into the heart of the Bible
and of biblical art.
His Mass and Ours
Brendan Leahy • New City Press
$7.95 • 72 pages • ISBN 978-1565484481

Rich descriptions of the theology
behind the elements of the Mass
are enfleshed by concrete stories of
how real people help bring families, tribes and nations together as
one City of God.
He Speaks to You
Sister Helena Burns, FSP • Pauline Books
and Media
$10.95 • 380 pages • ISBN 978-0819834195

A book of daily reflections for the
young woman who yearns to understand herself better, desires to
follow Jesus in her daily life, and
wonders what role she can serve in
God’s Kingdom, despite setbacks
and personal sufferings.
My Vocation Is Love
Jean Lafrance • Pauline Books and Media
$10.95 • 208 pages • ISBN 978-0819849014

This spiritual biography of
St.Thérèse draws upon translations of her writings and authoritative sources such as John Paul II to
glimpse into St. Thérèse’s interior
life of contemplation and prayer.

$25.00 • 256 pages • ISBN 978-1570759529

In this unique collection, nearly a
hundred prominent men and
women from every religious tradition and region of the world share
a favorite prayer and offer their
own reflections on its meaning.

Loving God and following Him
often makes you look weird to your
neighbors.The Willitses understand the struggle and share their
energetic, humorous, and imperfect
attempts to live out their faith in
today’s world.
When Jesus Was Twelve
Fr. Joseph Doyle, SSJ • Tau Publishing
In this novel, Father Doyle describes in a unique fashion what
the first 12 years of Jesus’s life
might have been like, exploring His
love, courage, obedience, selflessness and missionary spirit.
Building a Culture of the Family;
The Language of Love
Msgr. Livio Melina • St. Paul’s
$19.95 • 214 pages • ISBN 978-0818913303

$35.00 • 228 pages • ISBN 978-1570759727

When a culture is healthy, that vitality is due to healthy family life –
the fundamental unit of human society. This book describes how to
build a healthy culture within your
family by using the language of love.

Fall 2012

Gives Catholics a fresh way of explaining the Church’s teaching on
contentious issues humanly, compellingly, and succinctly. It’s about
winning friends, not arguments;
shedding light, not heat, so hearts
can be opened and minds inspired.
Holiness for Everyone; Practical
Spirituality of Josemaria Escriva
Eric Sammons • Our Sunday Visitor
$12.95 • 160 pages • ISBN 978-1592769445

Describes how 20th century Spanish priest and canonized saint Josemaria Escriva, the founder of Opus
Dei, recovered the message of the
universal call to holiness.
On Love: A Selection of Works
Hugh Feiss, OSB • New City Press

Richard, and Godfrey of St. Victor
explore this theme.
Eternal Consciousness
John S. Dunne • U. of Notre Dame Press
$25.00 • 152 pages • ISBN 978-0268026103

What can I know? What should I
do? What may I hope? Dunne explores these questions in his characteristic hermeneutic method,
finding the answer in “the words of
eternal life” (John 6:68).
Why Do You Weep?
Larry Kaufmann, CSsR, Sean Wales, CSsR,
Russell Pollitt, SJ • Liguori Publications
$5.99 • 80 pages • ISBN 978-0764820779

A helpful reflection tool for those
who find themselves in grief and
mourning. Uses personal reflections
with prayers and quotes from saints.

$39.99 • 392 pages • ISBN 978-1565484344

It’s Amazing What the Lord Can Do
Willy Thorn • Marquette University Press

The version of the Rule of St. Augustine used at the Abbey of St.
Victor began with the command to
love God above all things and ones
neighbor as oneself. A selection of
works of Hugh, Adam, Achard,

A biography of the late Brother
Booker T. Ashe who created the
House of Peace, a revolutionary social service community center in
Milwaukee in 1967.

$20.00 • 196 pages • ISBN 978-0874620917

Award-Winning
Titles from World Library Publications:
Deluxe Roman Missal
Third Edition

$16.99 • 142 pages • ISBN 978-1616361358

Sister Wendy’s Bible Treasury
Sister Wendy Beckett • Orbis Books
Commenting on some of the greatest paintings ever created, Sister
Wendy, whose “American Collection” airs on PBS, takes you on a

$13.95 • 160 pages • ISBN 978-1612785387

The Catholics Next Door
Greg and Jennifer Willits • Servant Books

$11.95 • 114 pages • ISBN 978-1619560192

A World of Prayer
Rosalind Bradley • Orbis Books

How to Defend the Faith Without
Raising Your Voice
Austen Ivereigh • Our Sunday Visitor

2012
CPA Award
Winners!

WLP’s beautiful edition of the new Roman Missal received
First Place in the category of Design & Production.
Highlights of this edition include re-engraved chant
settings in WLP’s award-winning style; large, clear type
in two colors (black and deep red); durable and natural
parchment-colored paper with page edges gilded in gold;
and much more. A beautiful investment for your church!*
ISBN 978-1-58459-538-0 ....... $395.00 suggested retail
*A Value Edition and a Personal-sized Edition also available!

Pastoral Companion to The Roman Missal
Rev. Paul Turner
This accessible step-by-step companion was praised by
the CPA judges as “A great addition to any parish liturgy
library…and a great help to deacons and priests planning
their homilies.” First place in two categories – Liturgy
and Professional Books!
ISBN 978-1-58459-514-4 ....... $29.95 suggested retail

Daily Mass Intercessions 2012
Bryan M. Cones
“An excellent resource for leaders of liturgy who desire
to provide good prayer texts for daily Mass.” The second
year in a row that this book has won an award in the
category of Liturgy!
ISBN 978-1-58459-605-9 ....... $19.95 suggested retail
Year C Available Now!

World Library Publications
800-566-6150 • wlpmusic.com

Read more reviews and features at www.NewCatholicBooks.com
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Book Reviews
Pope advances progressive
ideas for being good
stewards of the Earth
Reviewed by Mark Barry

I

never imagined using “progressive” as a description for Pope
Benedict XVI in a review; “conservative” or “traditionalist,” maybe,
but not “progressive.”
After finishing “The Environment,” though, and its 45 papal addresses, encyclicals, messages,
letters and other documents assembled by Jacquelyn Lindsey, book acquisition editor for Our Sunday
Visitor, that is the exact description
I have for the Holy Father.
Without a doubt, Pope Benedict
is progressive when it comes to the
environment and its care. His
views on the subject have been
quite clear and very consistent
since ascending to the papacy in
April 2005.
Caring for the environment is a
matter for attention, an issue of social justice. Its roots are in Holy
Scripture. It is that simple for the
pope, as it was for his immediate
predecessor.
What I found interesting – actually, amazing – is the breadth of
environmental issues he addressed.
Depletion of
natural resources,
food security,
water availability, climate
change, and, especially, the implications of
globalization all
received his attention. He even The Environment
touched on the
Pope Benedict XVI
thorny matter of Our Sunday Visitor
science versus re- $14.95 • 192 pages
ISBN 978-161278685
ligion and the
economics of caring for the environment. He sees the whole picture.
His primary focus is on stewardship, as he noted in a May 2008 address. “Man, to whom, in Genesis,
God entrusted the earth, has the
duty to make all the earth’s goods
fruitful, committing himself to use
them to satisfy the multiple needs of
each member of the human family.”
Concurrent with stewardship is
the reality that we are all in this together; we are all part of a global
family. It is from our “togetherness”
that solutions will come, must come.
If we fail to solve our existing
problems, what kind of legacy, he
asks, will we have left to pass on to
future generations? With only
“damaged goods” left to pass on,
would we be the stewards that God
calls us to be?
“The Environment” can be read
through from start to finish, like a
novel or biography. Its greater
value, though, in this reviewer’s
4

from the Catholic News Service and Staff
opinion, may be as a daily meditation tool. Notwithstanding a couple
of lengthy inclusions, most of the
readings are one to three pages long.
Mark Barry earned a Certificate
in Graduate Studies in Sustainable
Practice from Lipscomb University
in 2010. During those studies he
acquired a keen interest in creation
care theology.

These books aim to help
Christians bring faith
principles into voting booth
Reviewed by David Gibson, CNS

A

n important mix of faith principles and political issues invites
our attention this election year, according to two new books.
These timely books embody contrasting approaches to the political
universe. However, they converge
in the conviction that we who are
Christians should bring conscience
to bear when voting and, in doing
so, offer our vision of life to society.
The 15 Catholic thinkers who
contributed to “Voting and Holiness”
share a commitment to “the notion
that our faith has much to offer to
our politics and that we should embrace, and not be paralyzed by, that
possibility,” says Nicholas P. Cafardi, the book’s editor.
Cafardi, a canon lawyer, is dean
emeritus and professor of law at
Duquesne University in Pittsburgh.
James Robison and Jay W.
Richards are the evangelical and
Catholic co-authors, respectively, of
“Indivisible.”
Commenting on their ecumenical
endeavor, Robison explains that
they “haven’t compromised the theological convictions” on which they
differ, but instead “built on the deep
principles that all Christians share.”
In order “to see our culture restored, Christians must do a lot
more,” say Robison and Richards.
Their method proposes “a small set
of mutually reinforcing principles,
along with guidance on how to
apply them in the real world.”
Their 10 “first principles of faith,
family and freedom” hold, for example, that “every human being
has equal value and dignity,” that
“marriage and family are the fundamental social institutions” and
that “we need a state strong
enough to protect and maintain the
rule of law, but limited enough not
to violate it.”
“Indivisible” proceeds chapter by
chapter to show basic principles “at
work in policy debates” on issues
ranging from the federal debt to
marriage, from health care to national defense, from the environment and immigration to socialism.
Limited government is a recurring theme. In one of its most force-

fully stated conclusions, “Indivisible” comments that government
“borrows and spends with such
reckless abandon that it is careening toward bankruptcy and a
global economic catastrophe. It’s...
too...big.”
Robison, the
founder and president of Life Outreach International, is known
internationally to
TV viewers as
host – with his
wife, Betty – of
“Life Today,” a
program devoted Indivisible
to Christian mis- James Robison and Jay
W. Richards
sion around the
FaithWords
world.
$21.99, 384 pages
Richards is a
ISBN 978-1455503124
senior fellow at
the Discovery Institute, a Seattlebased think tank. His past books
include “Money, Greed and God:
Why Capitalism Is the Solution
and Not the Problem.”
“Indivisible” advises readers
that “God is not finished with us as
a country.” Neither is God “a member of any political party,” the book
affirms.
It adds, though, that “conflicting
ideas about politics and economics
can’t all be right.” Readers will

note a rather consistent disparagement of “the left” and “progressives” in the pages of “Indivisible.”
Conservatives, on the other
hand, are handed a bit of criticism
in an essay in “Voting and Holiness” by Vincent J. Miller, a theologian at the Marianist-run University of Dayton in Ohio.
Miller faults “decades of Republican rhetoric and policies” for undermining the ability “to imagine
government as a servant of the
common good.” To be clear, however, he also faults rhetoric by Democrats for contributing to a
diminished appreciation for “the
moral component of government
policies and regulations.”
His essay “outlines the various
forces that over the past century”
contributed to the current belief
among many that government is
“the enemy of the common good.”
This poses a challenge, Miller
points out. For, “Catholicism sees
politics as an intrinsically moral undertaking, and the common good is
at the center of this moral project.”
The writers in “Voting and Holiness” include systematic and moral
theologians, a sociologist of religion,
a political philosopher, a bioethicist
and a media professional.
It is not surprising, then, that
their points of focus vary and that

NEW FROM PAULIST PRESS
LITURGY
The Illustrated History
Keith F. Pecklers, SJ
A history of liturgy from its origins in the second
century, when it came to be associated with Christian
worship, to its manifestations in the present day church.
Written by one of the world’s foremost liturgical
scholars, this remarkable book, which will appeal to
lovers of history as well as liturgy professionals, features
a colorful design and vast array of extraordinarily
produced illustrations and maps in full color.
978-0-8091-0604-2 $79.95 Hardcover

GENIUS BORN OF ANGUISH
The Life and Legacy of Henri Nouwen
Michael W. Higgins and Kevin Burns
An intimate look at this important spiritual writer’s
life, enriched with the personal accounts of some of the
people closest to him: friends, family, and colleagues.
A twelve-page photo section is included.
978-0-8091-4785-4 $17.95 (t) Paperback

Available at bookstores or from Paulist Press
Orders: 1-800-218-1903 • Fax: 1-800-836-3161 • www.paulistpress.com
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ultimately this book invites readers to consider an array of basic
concerns in Catholic discussions of
faith and politics.
Despite its title, the book is not
devoted solely to how Catholics can
or should vote.
It addresses
ways of integrating faith and political life. It
attempts also to
come to terms
with the roles of
religion and
church teaching
in a pluralistic society that honors Voting and Holiness
differing viewNicholas P. Cafardi, ed.
points on key is- Paulist Press
$24.95, 272 pages
sues.
ISBN 978-0809147670
Several writers
express concern not only that society’s political divisions are being
imported into church life, but that,
in consequence, Catholics today
often demonize others in their faith
family whose political decisions differ from their own.
One would expect abortion to be
a topic of important concern in
such a book, and it is. Issues that
intrinsically are evil and their implications for voters are analyzed.
And the value of the virtue of prudence in voting choices is examined
by more than one writer.
Reading these two books left me
with a sense of how vast – and I
hate to say it, but how complicated
– the entire question of faith’s presence in the political realm has become. I do not intend that remark
as a criticism or complaint, just an
observation.
“Voting, in our
time, is a very
difficult choice,”
Miller writes. I’m
sure vast numbers of thoughtful
Christians agree
with him.
For more information on this
topic, look for this Faithful Citizenship
Mary Carol Kendzia, ed.
book and read
St. Anthony Messenmore on the
ger Press
NCB&M website. $5.99, 54 pages
David Gibson ISBN 978-1616364113
was the founding
editor of Origins, Catholic News
Service’s documentary service.

Book about Saints Ambrose
and Augustine illustrates
growth of the church
Reviewed by Sue Stanton

I

n a search to make sense of
today’s battles between church
and state, one can only look back in
history for guidance and encourFall 2012
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agement. From the moment Jesus
rose from the dead and ascended
into heaven it seems as if the
Church has been under some kind
of threat as it made its way
through multiple societies and cultures throughout the known world
of the Roman Empire and beyond.
How did the Church manage to
navigate such difficult waters filled
with questions that were a result of
its interaction with oppressors, emperors, martyrdom, successful conversions, multiplying numbers,
prevailing superstition and most
importantly of all, the Church’s
newly found favor and resulting
power?
Garry Wills in
his new work attempts to shine
his Pulitzer Prize
winning pen on
such lives in the
book “Font of
Life: Ambrose,
Augustine and
the Mystery of
Baptism.” Willis Font of Life
refreshingly cre- Garry Wills
ates a work that Oxford University Press
reads like a travel $21.95, 208 pages
ISBN 978-0199768516
story and less like
an academic paper. He uses an ancient baptistery of St. Ambrose of
Milan in Italy to show us a model
of both political power and ecclesiastical power implementing the
sacrament of baptism; developing
its ritual along the way as Ambrose
painfully but methodically moves
the Church forward, becoming one
of the most flamboyant and hard
working bishops of his age.
In Wills’ book we get to see how
well Ambrose crafts the baptismal
rituals and teachings incorporating
both Old and New Testaments into
a whole picture of the good news
each of the baptized receives. His
diplomatic and political skills are
tested when he confronts the emperor over possession of the ‘holy’ –
those who can ordain holiness and
who cannot. According to Ambrose,
it is certainly not going to be a
pagan emperor.
The most famous person baptized by Ambrose is the later bishop
of Hippo in Africa, Augustine, who
we get to follow through what most
probably was his baptismal initiation by Ambrose: a course of preparation not for those lacking in
stamina or conviction. Their association worked for the benefit of
them both. As Wills points out, Ambrose and Augustine “...needed one
another,” in order to craft a twoprong approach to battle against
the common foes of their time.
This book makes an interesting
read for anyone at work in sacramental preparation as well as to
enlighten those wishing to know
more about the church in the
fourth century.

Book highlights church’s
difficulties in resolving
Galileo case
Reviewed by Agostino Bono, CNS

P

ope John Paul II visited Pisa
Sept. 22-24, 1989 to honor the
Italian city’s hometown hero,
Galileo Galilei, the astronomer
whose telescopic observations and
mathematical calculations provided
scientific evidence that the earth revolved around the sun, contradicting the accepted theology of the day.
The pope’s praise assumed special significance as 356 years earlier the church had condemned
Galileo’s view, accusing him of suspected heresy and forcing him on
bended knee to renounce his heliocentric belief. The church also sentenced Galileo to house arrest for
the final nine years of his life.
History, of course, proved Galileo
right; and for centuries the case
symbolized the tensions between
religion and science. Pope John
Paul’s visit was one of several steps
to erase this stain on the church’s
history and the accusation that religion is an obstacle to the advancement of human knowledge.
For people unaware of the historical, theological, cultural, academic

Read more reviews and features at www.NewCatholicBooks.com

and political complexities surrounding the case, “The Case of Galileo”
is a must read. Using original documents, Annibale Fantoli masterfully reconstructs the events in
Italy and Catholic Europe at the
beginning of the 17th century that
led to the confrontation between
the church and
Galileo, a devout
Catholic. Fantoli
is also the author
of a 1994 Galileo
biography and a
philosophy professor at the University of Victoria in
British Columbia.
His book gives The Case of Galileo
a highly-nuanced Annibale Fantoli
reading of the cul- University of Notre
tural and academ- Dame Press
$28.00, 280 pages
ic environment of ISBN 978-0268028916
the time, including the interwoven issue of the relationship between theology and the
newly emerging modern concept of
science as a separate academic discipline. During Galileo’s time, “natural philosophy,” as science was
then called, was considered subordinate to philosophy and theology.
Thus, Galileo was open to accusations of heresy by simply trying to
spread his scientific findings.
Continued on page 6.
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Continued from page 5.
Though heliocentric theories
predated Galileo, they lacked concrete proofs, so his evidence was a
threat to mainstream theology that
the earth was the center of the universe.
The book notes that in Galileo’s
era the church wielded political
and legal power as well as religious
authority in Catholic Europe, especially in the Italian states. Any intellectual wanting to publish
original works needed the church’s
imprimatur. Refusal of the imprimatur effectively stifled dissemination of new ideas and open debate
on them.
In theory, the Galileo case
should never have happened. As
the book informs, the issue was set
in perspective 1,200 years earlier
by one of Christianity’s greatest
thinkers, St. Augustine of Hippo.
In the early fifth century Augustine wrote: “One does not read in
the Gospels that the Lord said: I
will send the Paraclete so that he
may teach you the course of the
sun and the moon. Because he
wanted to make them Christians,
not mathematicians.”
Pope John Paul paraphrased
Augustine in 1979 when announcing the formation of a church commission to restudy the Galileo case.
Fantoli criticizes the commission’s findings as not rectifying an
injustice but “saving the decorum
of the church,” in much the same
way as church officials did during
Galileo’s era. He faults the commission for shoddy scholarship and for
scaling down the church’s responsibility by laying blame on lower officials and judges while brushing
over responsibility at the top as
two popes and the highest church
offices at the time were directly involved in condemning Galileo, sentencing him and prohibiting his
works and other writings promoting the heliocentric position.
Fantoli’s thought-provoking advice for the contemporary church is
that it should be more tolerant and
prudent in judging the discoveries
of science and technology which
seem to challenge the faith. He
calls for the Catholic Church to
work together with other Christian
churches and with the other great
world religions to analyze and absorb the novelties of the modern
secular world.
After reading the book, though,
one might wonder if St. Augustine
got it all wrong. What if the Holy
Spirit did come down to form mathematicians? Would the institutional church, over its 2,000-year
history, have had more or less bean
counters?
Agostino Bono is a retired CNS
staff writer and former Rome bureau chief.
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Engaging look at religious
freedom’s beginnings is
timely today
Reviewed by Brother Jeffrey Gros, CNS

M

ichael Meyerson’s “Endowed
by Our Creator,” an engaging
volume on a timely issue, outlines a
history that should inform the
minds of all Americans, religious or
not. The carefully researched study
of the drafting, religious intent and
historical context of the First
Amendment language – “Congress
shall make no law respecting the
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof ...”
– is both well documented and easy
reading.
The thesis of
the author is that
those who characterized the United
States in its origins as a secularist state rigidly
excluding religion,
as did post-revolutionary France,
Endowed by Our Creator
and those who
Michael Myerson
saw it as a Chris- Yale University Press
$32.50, 385 pages
tian or even
Protestant nation ISBN 978-0300166323
in its original intent both are historically incorrect.
Of course, these positions and
dozens of others existed in the
18th-century colonies, but the compromise reached was crafted by religious people intent on providing a
context for the peaceful development of pluralism in religion, protection of human dignity of all and
freedom from federal intervention
in religious affairs. In fact, some of
the Founding Fathers mention
Muslims and Hindus among the
groups protected by this freedom
and the bar to any religious test for
public office.
Catholic John Carroll, soon to be
the first bishop for the small
Catholic minority in the fledgling
nation, said: “The establishment of
the American empire was not the
work of this or that religion, but
arose from a generous exertion of all
her citizens to redress their wrongs,
to assert their rights, and lay its
foundation on the soundest principles of justice and equal liberty.”
Some 175 years later, his own
Catholic Church was to take this position as its own, rooted in the dignity of the human person and the
freedom of the Gospel. There were a
variety of concerns that brought the
fathers of the Second Vatican Council to this development, but the
American Catholic experience was
an important voice. Neither in the
U.S. experience nor in the Declaration on Religious Freedom were all
the issues foreseen or resolved, but a
new era was opened by these two

historic moments.
The book provides seven chapters, with an introduction tracing
the explicitly biblical imagery proposed in the first sketches for the
Great Seal of the new county, before the more simplified and religiously neutral bald eagle was
selected. The author begins with
the prehistory of reflection and relationships in the colonies that set
the context for religious freedom.
Of course, the myth that the early
colonists, pilgrims especially, came
to plant religious freedom in the
colonies has long been dispelled.
They rather came to find freedom
for their own establishment. Massachusetts was the last state to relinquish its Congregational statesponsored religion. In colonial days,
there were strong religious advocates for religious freedom especially among the Baptists.
The first three chapters outline
this prehistory and the debates that
made toleration possible in spite of
the deep divisions over the role of
religion and attitudes toward
Catholics, Jews and other nonProtestant minorities. Though we
often look back as though Protestantism was one thing, in fact tensions among Quakers, Anglicans,
Congregationalists, Presbyterians,
Baptists and others were as marked
as those with Catholics. Tolerance
and the move to religious equality
before the law on the constitutional
level in the new country came
slowly. It was only gradually universally received by the citizenry.
Chapters four and five outline
the debates that went into the
framing of the Constitution, and
why religion is given such a minor
treatment. Chapter six outlines the
reception of the religious freedom
in the first few decades of the new
republic, through the laws enacted,
treaties written and the attitudes of
the first four presidents.
Of course, the implications of
this important value are clarified in
each decade through public debate
and judicial decisions as we see in
the present context. The churches
do well to protect the right to define
their ministries and the rights of
religion in the public sphere, because they will continue to compete
with one another and with more
secular concerns, as the pacifist
churches did from the very beginning of the republic.
This is an engaging beginning of
a long story, the future of which
may be as surprising as is this fascinating history. This tale should
inform all education for citizenship,
whether it occur under public, private or religious auspices. The book
would make for lively discussions
for ecumenical or parish study
groups, especially in the rather
charged environment of electionyear rhetoric.
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This children’s book about
angels brings out the
‘child’ in all of us
Reviewed by Shellie Braeuner

W

e all want to know that we
are not alone.
Throughout history and in every
religion, there are stories of supernatural beings that step in and
help people in times of need. Children, especially, seem to accept the
presence of angels watching over
them. Many young children report
the presence of angels. Some chalk
the experiences up to imagination.
But this doesn’t explain the longterm results of these encounters.
Others say it is because they are
still innocent and closer to the
Kingdom of Heaven.
Joan Wester Anderson first wrote
the book “An Angel to Watch Over
Me” in 1996. The book highlights 43
stories of children’s experiences of
angels. Some are told from memory,
while others are told in the words of
the children themselves.
The book includes the now famous story of
the Miracle in
Cokeville
Wyoming. One
of the first
school hostage
situations in
1986 should
An Angel To Watch
have ended in a Over Me
massacre. The
Joan Wester Anderson
perpetrator led Loyola Press
more than 160 $14.95, 144 pages
ISBN 978-0829436549
children and
teachers into a 30 by 30 foot classroom with a bomb, loaded with
shrapnel and large enough to take
down half the building. Instead,
when the bomb accidentally detonated, 76 children suffered light
flash burns, but all the hostages
survived with no permanent injury.
Many of the children reported seeing “bright people” or “a beautiful
woman,” that assured them they
would be safe. Most startling of all
is the image burned into the chalkboard and covered with shrapnel
that missed every child in the room.
The image is of a large human figure with wings.
The latest reprint adds additional stories to the original.
Adults will easily get in touch with
their “child within” as they read
through the stories of love and protections. In addition, the book
makes excellent bedtime reading
with older children. Each story is
an opportunity for parents to talk
about such topics as faith, miracles
and even basic safety. Since many
of the stories involve life-anddeath situations, it is best used
with older children.
Shellie Braeuner M.Ed is the
NCB&M Children’s Book Reviewer.
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The Catholic Top 20 – Best Selling Books, Music & Films
Books & Pamphlets • April – June 2012
1. Catechism of the Catholic Church by USCCB (Random House)
2. 2012 Sunday Missal (Catholic Book Publishing)
3. US Catechism for Adults by USCCB (USCCB)
4. Communion of the Sick (Liturgical Press)
5. English Pieta Prayerbook by Various Authors (Miraculous Lady of Roses)
6. Jesus Calling by Sarah Young (Thomas Nelson)
7. Your Baby’s Baptism by Rosemary Gallagher (Liguori Publications)
8. Daily Roman Missal by James Socias, editor (Midwest Theological Forum)
9. Illustrated Book of Mary by Rev. Michael Sullivan, editor (William J. Hirten Company)
10. Grace Abounds: A Call to Awaken and Renew Your Faith by Edith Prendergast
(Ave Maria Press)
11. St. Joseph Prayerbook by Rev. John Murray, editor (Catholic Book Publishing)
12. The Way by St. Josemaria Escriva (Scepter Publications)
13. Give Us This Day: Daily Prayer for Today’s Catholic by Order of St. Benedict
(Liturgical Press)
14. Magnificat by Pierre-Marie Dumont (Ignatius Press)
15. Jesus at my Side by Julie Cragon (Our Sunday Visitor)
16. Scriptural Rosary by Virginia Broderick (Christianica Center)
17. Handbook of Prayers by James Socias, editor (Midwest Theological Forum)
18. New Catholic Answer Bible (Fireside Catholic Publishing)
19. (tie) RSV Bible 2nd Edition (Ignatius Press)
Seven Secrets of the Eucharist by Vinny Flynn (Ignatius Press)
Weekday Missal, Volume 2 (Catholic Book Publishing)

Music • April – June 2012

Children & Youth Books • April – June 2012
1. Youcat by Cardinal Christoph Schonborn (Ignatius Press)
2. Catholic Children’s Bible - White (Regina Press)
3. St. Joseph NAB Student Edition (Catholic Book Publishing)
4. Day by Day Notre Dame Prayer Book by Thomas McNally & William George Storey
(Ave Maria Press)
5. Jesus Calling (Teens) by Sarah Young (Thomas Nelson)
6. I Believe in God by Rev. Lawrence G. Lovasik, SVD (Catholic Book Publishing)
7. Mass Prayers for Young Catholics by Karen Cannizzo (Pflaum Publishing )Group
8. Receiving Holy Communion by Rev. Lawrence G. Lovasik, SVD (Catholic Book Publishing)
9. St. Joseph First Communion Catechism (Catholic Book Publishing)
10. Bible for Little Ones by Maite Roche (Ignatius Press)
11. My Day with Jesus by Rev. Lawrence G. Lovasik, SVD (Catholic Book Publishing)
12. Thank You Prayers - Rattle Book (Catholic Book Publishing)
13. Prayers and Beliefs for Children by Victor Hoagland & Karen Cavanagh (Regina Press)
14. St. Joseph Beginner’s Bible (Catholic Book Publishing)
15. First Book of Saints by Rev. Lawrence G. Lovasik, SVD (Catholic Book Publishing)
16. Today I Made My First Communion by Dianne Ahern (Aunt Dee’s Attic)
17. Little Acts of Grace by Rosemarie Gortler & Donna Piscitelli (Our Sunday Visitor)
18. My Golden Books of Saints by Rev. Thomas J. Donaghy (Catholic Book Publishing)
19. Saints Teach Us - Rattle Book (Catholic Book Publishing)
20. Scriptural Rosary for Children by Rev. Jude Winkler, OFM CONV. (Catholic Book
Publishing)

Films & DVDs • April – June 2012

1. Then Sings My Soul by The Priests (Sony Masterworks)
2. Mercies in Disguise by Renee Bondi (Capo Recording)
3. Chaplet of Divine Mercy by Trish Short, Michael Bethea and Crystal Yates (Marian Press)
4. Mother of Mercy Scriptural Rosary by Vinny Flynn and Still Waters (MercySong)
5. Historia de un Alma – Santa Teresa de Lisieux (Paulinas)

1. Courageous (Sony Pictures)
2. The Way (ARC Entertainment)
3. There Be Dragons (20th Century Fox)
4. The 13th Day (Ignatius Press)
5. Therese (Xenon)

6. The Pray-Along Rosary by Sheldon Cohen (ACTA)
7. Chant from the Hermitage by John Michael Talbot (Troubador for the Lord)
8. Empty and Beautiful by Matt Maher (Essential)
9. Inner Voice by Renee Bondi (Capo Recording)
10. Music to Heal the Body by Sheldon Cohen (ACTA)

6. Padre Pio – Miracle Man (Ignatius Press)
7. God’s Mighty Servant (Ignatius Press)
8. Passion of Christ (20th Century Fox)
9. Bernadette of Lourdes (VCI Entertainment)
10. Man For All Seasons (Sony Pictures)

11. Table of Plenty by John Michael Talbot (Troubador for the Lord)
12. Women in Chant by Choir of the Benedictine Nuns (Sounds True Direct)
13. Chant Music for the Soul by The Cistercian Monks of Stiff Heiligenkreuz (Decca)
14. Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina by Gloriæ Dei Cantores (Paraclete Press)
15. Gregorian Melodies II by Monastic Choir of St. Peter’s Abbey, Solesmes (Paraclete Press)

11. Maria Goretti (Ignatius Press)
12. The Mighty Macs (Sony Pictures)
13. St. Giuseppe Moscati (Ignatius Press)
14. Brother Francis: Bread of Life (Herald Entertainment)
15. Miracle of Marcelino (VCI Entertainment)

16. (tie) Music of Grace – Amazing Grace by Various Artists (Valley Entertainment)
Another World by Liam Lawton (GIA Publications)
Ave Maria by Various Artists (Heartbeat Records)
Bless the Lord by Taize (Oregon Catholic Press)
Catholic Treasures by Various Artists (World Library Publications)
Catholicism by Father Robert Barron (Word on Fire)
Chants of Angels by Gloriæ Dei Cantores (Paraclete Press)
City of God by John Michael Talbot (Troubador for the Lord)
Earthen Vessels by St. Louis Jesuits (Oregon Catholic Press)
Gospel Rosary of John Paul II by Vinny Flynn & Still Waters (MercySong)

16. St. Philip Neri (Ignatius Press)
17. Catholicism (Word on Fire)
18. Divine Mercy No Escape (Marian Press)
19. No Greater Love – Carmelite Nuns (Ignatius Press)
20. Of Gods and Men (Sony Pictures Classics)

Fall 2012

This issue’s best-selling product charts were compiled from actual retail sales data as reported by
Newman Bookstore (Washington, D.C.), Paulist Press Book Center (Costa Mesa, Calif.),
St. Mary’s Bookstore & Church Supply (Nashville, Tenn.), and Veritas Catholic Bookstore
(Houston, Texas). Sponsored by the Association of Catholic Publishers (ACP) and the Catholic
Retailers Association (CRA). © 2012 Stopher Publishing.
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2012 Award-Winning Catholic Books from the CPA & ACP
procki & Fr. Dominic Grassi (Loyola
Press)
3. Daily Mass Intercessions by
Bryan M. Cones (World Library
Publications)

Pastoral Ministry
The following books were honored
recently by the Catholic Press Association.

Popular Presentation of
the Catholic Faith
1. Why Stay Catholic by Michael
Leach (Loyola Press)
2. The Emerging Catholic
Church by Tom Roberts (Orbis
Books)
3. Practice Makes Catholic by
Joe Paprocki (Loyola Press)

Spirituality (Softcover)
1. Gustavo Gutierrez: Spiritual
Writings, Selected by Daniel G.
Groody (Orbis Books)
2. Finding God in the Dark II:
Taking the Spiritual Exercises
of St. Ignatius to the Movies by
John Pungente, SJ & Monty
Williams, SJ (Novalis Publishing)
3. Why Stay Catholic by Michael
Leach (Loyola Press)

Spirituality (Hardcover)
1. Between Heaven and Mirth
by James Martin, SJ (HarperOne)
2. The Monastery of the Heart
by Joan Chittister (Bluebridge)
3. Praying with the Earth by
John Philip Newell (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.)

Theology
1. The Cross and the Lynching
Tree by James H. Cone (Orbis
Books)
2. The Analogy of Being: Invention of the Antichrist or the
Wisdom of God? by Thomas
Joseph White (Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co.)
3. Christianity in Evolution: An
Exploration by Jack Mahoney
(Georgetown University Press)

Scripture
1. Prophetic JESUS, Prophetic
CHURCH. The Challenge of
Luke-Acts to Contemporary
Christians by Luke Timothy Johnson (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing
Company)
2. Readings from the Edges:
The Bible & People on the Move
by Jean-Pierre Ruiz (Orbis Books)
3. The Bible in Medieval Tradition: The Letter to the Galatians by Ian Christopher Levy
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.)

Liturgy
1. Pastoral Companion to the
Roman Missal by Rev. Paul Turner
(World Library Publications)
2. Living the Liturgy by Joe Pa8

1. The Church and the New
Media by Brandon Vogt (Our Sunday Visitor Publishing)
2. To Tell the Sacred Tale by
Janet K. Ruffing, RSM (The Crossroad Publishing Company)
3. In the Spirit of St. Francis &
the Sultan by George Dardess,
Marvin L. Krier Mich (Orbis Books)

Professional Books
1. Pastoral Companion to the
Roman Missal by Rev. Paul
Turner (World Library Publications)
2. The Enemies of Excellence:
Seven Reasons Why We Sabotage Success by Greg Salciccioli
(The Crossroad Publishing Company)
3. The Pope and The CEO by
Andreas Widmer (Emmuas Road
Publishing)

Educational Books
1. The Challenge and Spirituality of Catholic Social Teaching
by Marvin L. Krier Mich (Orbis)
Association of

Catholic
Publishers

The following books were honored
in the Assoc. of Catholic Publishers’
Excellence in Publishing Awards:

General Interest
1. All Is Grace: A Biography of
Dorothy Day by Jim Forest
(Orbis Books)
2. Wisdom for Living the Final
Season by Kathy Kalina (Pauline
Books & Media)
3. Why Stay Catholic? by
Michael Leach (Loyola Press)

Inspirational
1. The Other
Side of Chaos by
Margaret Silf
(Loyola Press)
2. A Book of
Saints for
Catholic Moms
by Lisa Hendey
(Ave Maria Press)
3. Forgiveness: A Catholic
Approach by R. Scott Hurd
(Pauline Books and Media)

Prayer & Spirituality
1. The Mass in Scripture by
Stephen Binz (Our Sunday Visitor)
2. God in the Dark by Susan R.
Pitchford (Liturgical Press)
3. (tie) The Road to Eternal Life
by Michael Casey (Liturgical Press)

2. The World As It Could Be by
Thomas B. Williams (The Crossroad Publishing Company)
3. Catholic Social Learning
Educating the Faith That Does
Justice by Roger Bergman
(Fordham University Press)

Children’s Books
1. Images of God for Young
Children by Marie-Hélèn Delval
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.)
2. Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha by
Anne E. Neuberger, Illustrated by
Kevin Davidson (Novalis Publishing)
3. The Ten Marys and the Angel
Gabriel by Aurora Magni;
illustrated by Francesca Vignaga
(Paulist Press)

McGuinness (Fordham Univ. Press)
2. Great American Catholic
Eulogies by Carol DeChant (ACTA
Publications)
3. Witness of the Body: The
Past, Present and Future of
Christian Martyrdom by Michael
L. Budde & Karen Scott (Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing Co.)

Biography
1. All Is Grace: A Biography of
Dorothy Day by Jim Forest (Orbis)
2. On the Threshold of the
Future by Claudette LaVerdiere
(Orbis Books)
3. The Heart of a Priest, Paul
LaPorte by Fr. Edwin Thome
(Mission Communications)

Family Life

Gender Issues

1. Moments of Grace Days of a
Faith-Filled Dreamer by
Christopher de Vinck (Paulist Press)
2. Aging is a Family Affair by
Mary Ann Massey (The Crossroad
Publishing Company)
3. Grace Notes by Brian Doyle
(ACTA Publications)

1. Prophets In Their Own Country by Sandra M. Schneiders (Orbis
Books)
2. Women & Catholicism:
Gender, Communion, and
Authority by Phyllis Zagano
(Palgrave Macmillan)
3. No Longer Silent by Susan
Dehn Matthews (ACTA Publications)

History
1. The Catholic Studies Reader
by James T. Fisher and Margaret
and The Ignatian Adventure by
Kevin O’Brien (Loyola Press)

Scripture
1. The Bible and
Science by
Vincent Smiles
(Liturgical Press)
2. Building Our
House on Rock
by Dennis Hamm,
SJ (The Word
Among Us Press)
3. Numbers by Irene Nowell, OSB
(Liturgical Press)

Theology
1. Being About Borders by
Michele Saracino (Liturgical Press)
2. Efficacious Engagement by
Kimberly Hope Belcher (Liturgical
Press)
3. Become What You Receive
by John H. McKenna (Liturgy
Training Publications)

Resources for Ministry
1. I Will Remember You by
Kimberly B. Schuler (Pauline
Books & Media)
2. Adaptive First Eucharist by
David Rizzo, Mercedes McBride
Rizzo, Brendan Rizzo (Loyola Press)
3. (tie) Practice Makes
Catholic by Joseph Paprocki
(Loyola Press)
and Living the Word by Dianne
Bergant, CSA and Rev. James A.
Wallace, CSsR (World Library
Publications)
Read more on the NCB&M website!
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Best by Small Publisher
1. The Monastery of the Heart
by Joan Chittister (Blue Bridge)
2. Ordinary and Extraordinary
Means of Conserving Life by
Daniel A. Cronin (National Catholic
Bioethics Center)
3. God Moments II: Recognizing
the Fruits of the Holy Spirit by
Michele Elena Bondi (Joseph Karl
Publishing)

Social Concerns
1. Migrations of the Holy by
William T. Cavanaugh (Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing Co.)
2. The World as It Could Be by
Thomas B. Williams (The Crossroad Publishing Company)
3. The Social Mission of the U.S.
Catholic Church by Charles Curran (Georgetown University Press)

Faith and Science
1. Environmental Science and
Theology in Dialogue by Russell
A. Butkus, Steven A. Kolmes (Orbis
Books)
2. Bioethics Matters by Moira
McQueen (Novalis Publishing,
Toronto)
3. The Emergent Christ by Ilia
Delio (Orbis Books)

First Time Author
1. The Emerging Catholic
Church by Tom Roberts (Orbis
Books)
2. No Longer Silent: The Empowerment of Women in the
Gospels by Susan Dehn Matthews
(ACTA Publications)
3. A Month of Mondays by Karen
Eifler, Forward: Patrick Hannon,
CSC (ACTA Publications)
Fall 2012

