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Father Barron’s PBS series and DVDs
‘show off ’ our beautiful Catholic faith

New Girzone book
explores the life of
the poor, homeless

By Christopher Fenoglio
Editor in Chief

ather Joseph F. Girzone,
the New York Times bestselling author of the
“Joshua” series, was growing very
concerned about America’s attitude toward the poor – and in particular Christians’ attitude. Why
do we treat the poor and homeless
with such contempt? he wondered.
This particularly troubled Girzone when he considered how
Scriptures emphasizes the special
love Jesus had for
the poor and the
importance given
to how we treat
them. “So I set
GIRZONE
about to explore
this question for myself: Why is
Jesus so obsessed with the poor?”
writes Girzone.
The result of his research became the basis for a new novel
with a protagonist much different
than Joshua: Carlo, the homeless
bishop.
In his new novel “The Homeless Bishop,” published recently
by Orbis Books, Girzone creates a
hero that is a young, intelligent,
talented Italian archbishop.
Bishop Carlo gets permission to
take an extended leave of absence
to try to understand why Jesus so
loved the poor and disadvantaged. He gives up his status and
worldy goods to move to America
and live as a homeless person. As
a result of these actions, he both
“loses and gains himself anew.”
When Carlo returns to his diocese in Italy he starts to build
homes for the homeless. He
adopts seven homeless children,
asking his cousin Madalena to be
their mother. Together they turn
a cold and empty mansion into a
place of life and laughter. But
Carlo becomes homeless once
more, though not by his choice,
when he is sent on a sensitive
diplomatic mission to Iran.
As Carlo engages the powerful
rulers of Iran, he suffers a devastating loss that comes to serve as
a bridge between two worlds—
Continued on page 2...
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ot since the popular TV and
radio broadcasts by Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen in
the late 1950s has a Catholic
media project received such national exposure as Father Robert
Barron’s “Catholicism” series.
Four of the series’ ten 60-minute
episodes are airing on PBS stations
across the country this fall (check
your local listings or go to
http://bit.ly/CatholicismSeries).
Filmed at more than 50 locations across 15 countries, the series
illustrates the truth, goodness, and
beauty of the Catholic faith in a
stunning high-definition media experience. From the lands of the
Bible to the great shrines of Europe, from the heartland of America to the mysteries of Asia and the
beating heart of Africa, the series
explores the passion and glory of
the faith that claims more than 1.1
billion of the earth’s people.
“At a time that many consider
the darkest time in the history of
the American Catholic Church, we
wanted to produce something bold
and confident that showed the
global reach of Catholicism and the
rich texture of the Church,” Father
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Barron said during a recent interview with NCB&M. “We remind
people what the
Church is fundamentally about. You
see the richness,
the beauty, the real
heart of the Church.
Catholicism is a
beautiful religion
meant to be shown
BARRON
off,” says Father
Barron.
Highlights of the series include
some of the world’s architectural
and artistic masterpieces and most
sacred places, including The Dome
of The Rock, the Hagia Sophia, the
tomb of Mother Teresa, and The
Church of the Holy Sepulchre. The
team was granted exclusive access

to film privately in many locations
inaccessible to the general public,
so viewers enjoy rare views of the
Pantheon, St. Peter’s Basilica, the
Sistine Chapel and the Pope’s private gardens, Chartres, Notre
Dame, and Cologne Cathedrals.
There is also a view of one of the
largest religious celebrations on
the planet – the feast of the Ugandan martyrs.
“‘Catholicism’ could well become
one of the most significant efforts
ever to advance what Pope John
Paul II called ‘The New Evangelization,’” writes George Weigel, biographer of Pope John Paul II
The series airs 15 months after
Pope Benedict XVI announced in
June 2010 the formation of a pontiContinued on page 2...

Retail association, publisher reach
agreement for exclusive content
ROCKFORD, Ill. The Catholic Retailers Association (CRA) has
reached an agreement with Stopher Publishing, the publisher of
New Catholic Books & Media, to
provide exclusive content and product information to its members.
The CRA, a national trade organization representing more than
40 Catholic retail stores, will license the content from Stopher
Publishing as an additional membership benefit without an increase
in membership dues.
“The CRA board is pleased to be
working with the editorial staff of
New Catholic Books & Media to
provide our members with the latest information on new books,
music and other products,” said
Chris Weickert, CRA president and
owner of Vineyard Books & Gifts in
Rockford. “Our members will be
able to better market their inventory and serve their customers in an
increasingly difficult and competitive marketplace,” said Weickert.
Stopher Publishing, which publishes this quarterly newspaper
and other products for the Catholic
marketplace, will send original
content to the CRA for marketing
purposes. Summaries of new book

releases, book reviews written by
the NCB&M editorial staff and descriptions specifically written for
the web and e-mail newsletters will
be some of the content offered.
CRA members will also be eligible for a 10% discount on an annual bulk subscription to New
Catholic Books & Media, which
they can
customize
with their
contact information
and distribute to their customers.
“We are pleased to be working
with the CRA to help its members
develop new sales channels and
revenue streams,” said Christopher
Fenoglio, CEO of Stopher Publishing. “Catholic bookstores provide
vital customer services to the
clergy and parishes in their communities. In this era of digital distribution and new technologies,
there’s no substitute for the assistance from well-trained retail staff.
We are happy to support the CRA
members in this important ministry,” said Fenoglio.
For more information about the
CRA, visit http://bit.ly/CatholicRetailersAssociation.
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Father Robert Barron’s ‘Catholicism’ series...
Continued from page 1.
fical council for new evangelization
to find ways “to re-propose the
perennial truth of the Gospel” in regions where secularism is smothering church practice.”
Father Barron shrugged off any
comparisons to Archbishop Sheen.
“That’s like putting a target on my
back,” said Father Barron. He noted
that “we Catholics haven’t been
very good with media” since Archbishop Sheen’s popularity in the
early days of radio and television.
Father Barron said that five
years ago he was challenged by Cardinal Francis E. George of Chicago
to “jump start” the evangelization of
culture. He began by giving lectures
to business leaders in downtown
Chicago, but realized “there is so
much more we can do in the area of
new media” – technology which he
said “Fulton Sheen would have
given his right arm for.”
He began placing video commentaries and movie reviews on
YouTube as a way to engage “20somethings who wouldn’t otherwise
darken the door of a church.” When
comments, even negative ones, are

made on the site “I answer back
and engage them,” he said, and has
witnessed the “great power” of the
digital outreach.
Father Barron said he was surprised PBS agreed to air “Catholicism.” “I thought that maybe they
would think it was too Catholic but
they loved it right away,” he said.
In a letter endorsing the series,
Cardinal George calls Father Barron “one of the church’s best messengers.” Cardinal George writes
that the series is “designated to enhance and support the Church’s
mission of catechesis and evangelization. Throughout the journey,
Father Barron explains what
Catholics believe and why — and illustrates the richness of the
Church’s global culture, the incomparable beauty of its art and architecture, and the depths of the
faith.”
A priest of the Archdiocese of
Chicago, Fr. Barron is a professor
of Faith and Culture at Mundelein
Seminary. He received his Master’s
Degree in Philosophy from the
Catholic University of America and
his doctorate in theology from the

Father Joseph Girzone...
Continued from page 1.
and the beginning of an even more
extraordinary adventure for the
homeless bishop.
Before creating his new character, Girzone did more research for
this novel than for any of his other
24 books. He found that more than
43 million people in America are
considered “poor” because their income is below the national poverty
level, which is an annual income of
$22,350 for a family of four.
As recently as 2009 there were
more than 643,000 sheltered and
unsheltered homeless people in
America. Forty percent of this figure are families with children.
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But for all his research, Girzone
didn’t write an academic thesis.
“The Homeless Bishop” is an imaginative “what if...” novel that takes
readers from the halls of the Vatican to the streets of New York and
to places as unexpected as Iran.
According to the first readers
and reviewers, there is one thing
Girzone’s new novel shares with
the Joshua series: it is an uplifting
read. With the new novel’s focus on
the interconnectedness of the
human race and on relationships
that have the power to redeem and
uplift each other, “The Homeless
Bishop” is, at its core, a book about
hope.

Institut Catholique de Paris.
The executive producer is Mike
Leonard, an acclaimed filmmaker,
veteran correspondent for NBC’s
Today show, and producer of the
popular public television series The
Ride of Our Lives. Together, Father
Barron and Leonard spent two
years traveling the world with a
crew of seasoned network television

ON LOCATION. Father Robert Barron, center, stands on a hill overlooking the ancient city of Ephesus, one of the seven churches of Asia cited in the Book of Revelation, in this scene from the DVD series “Catholicism.”

“If you enjoyed Joshua
you are going to love Carlo,
the homeless bishop.” —Phyllis Tickle
JOSEPH F. GIRZONE

The Homeless
Bishop
A Novel
The Bestselling author
of Joshua brings
us a new hero for our
time: Carlo Brunini a
bishop who chooses
to live as a homeless
beggar so he can
understand why Jesus
so loved the poor.
What happens next will
astonish and delight
readers everywhere.

Distribution
Each issue is distributed to more than
25,000 readers at churches, schools,
libraries, conferences and bookstores
across the country. See our distribution
map at www.NewCatholicBooks.com.
Subscriptions
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All parishes, schools, libraries, bookstores and non-profit organizations
qualify for a free single subscription to
this publication. Complete the form at
www.NewCatholicBooks.com or
request a form by sending a fax toll-free
to (800) 298-3151.
Bundle Sales, Bulk Subscriptions
Catholic bookstores, parishes, book
clubs, libraries and other groups may
purchase bundles of 50 copies for distribution to customers and parishioners. For more information, visit the
subscriptions area of our website at
www.NewCatholicBooks.com.

producers.
In addition to the ten-episode
DVD series, other products include
a 300-page book published by
Image Books, a Catholicism Adult
Study Program, a student study
guide and workbook, prayer cards
and other items. For more information, visit the series website at
http://www.catholicismseries.com.

JOSEPH F. GIRZONE,
a retired priest, is
author of the Joshua
series including Joshua: A
Parable of Our Time and
Joshua and the Children,
which has sold more than
3 million copies.
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New Releases
Doctors of the Church
By Pope Benedict XVI • Our Sunday Visitor
$16.95 • 272 pages • ISBN 978-1612785769

Taken directly from the addresses
at his weekly audiences, Pope
Benedict explores the lives and significance of thirty-two Doctors of
the Church, including St. Jerome,
St. Augustine and others.
Blessings of St. Benedict
By John Michael Talbot • Liturgical Press
$15.95 • 130 pages • ISBN 978-0814633854

Commentaries on the Rule of Benedict make the spiritual riches of this
Rule fruitful as much for people who
live in a community as for those living in the world of everyday work.

describes the life of those revolutionary Christians who sought God
in the Egyptian desert, focusing on
the life of St. Anthony of Egypt.

The Bad Catholic’s
Guide to the Seven
Deadly Sins

Patron Saints
By Thomas J. Craughwell • Our Sunday Visitor
$14.95 • 288 pages • ISBN 978-1592767823

A Vital Look at Virtue and
Vice, with Quizzes and
Activities for Saintly
Self-Improvement

Hundreds of listings of patron
saints, including those for bankers,
bakers, florists, plumbers, highway
construction crews, environmentalists and IT workers, and movements like Save the Whales and
Right to Life.

Hilarious sketches of history’s
greatest saints and sinners,
theological insights, and cringeinducing quizzes of virtue and vice
so you can discover just how close
to the precipice you are. With
activities and adventures to help
you crawl your way back to solid
ground. Self-help has never been
so fun.

Becoming the Woman God Made
You to Be
By Tammy Evevard • Servant Books
$13.99 • 116 pages • ISBN 978-0867169980

The Jesus Prayer
By Simon Barrington-Ward • Pauline Books & Media
$9.95 • 144 pages • ISBN 978-0819839947

Readers are invited to plumb the
depths of this short prayer and to
discover a hidden treasure passed
down to us through the ancient traditions of Eastern Christianity.

Calls readers to a greater self-confidence, a deeper appreciation of our
gifts and how to use them, and a
clearer understanding of what it
means to be an authentic, spiritually
faithful woman in today’s culture.

978-0-8245-2585-9
$14.95 paperback • 240 pages

The Bad Catholic’s
Guide to Good
Living

Party of One
The Emerging Catholic Church
By Tom Roberts • Orbis Books
$24.00 • 204 pages • ISBN 978-1570759468

The editor-at-large of the National
Catholic Reporter looks at the
Church, giving attention to signs of
stress and renewal while showing
how faith, hope, and love will continue to shape the community’s
search for itself in the future.
Sexual Morality
By Rev. John J. Piderit, S.J. • Oxford Univ. Press
$29.95 • 328 pages • ISBN 978-0199793280

Explains how a natural law
approach to morality provides a
grounded pathway toward marriage
and why these traditional practices
help young people find a partner
whom they can realistically promise
to love until death do them part.

By Beth M. Knobbe • St. Anthony Messenger Press
$12.99 • 146 page • ISBN 978-0867169904

A Loving Look at the Lighter
Side of the Catholic Faith,
With Recipes for Feasts
and Fun

In this candid book about being single, the author draws on the experiences of men and women who share
their personal stories and reflections on what it means to be single
– with faith, purpose and passion.

Jump right into this hilarious new
book and celebrate Catholicism in a
whole new way! And indispensable
resource for observing the feast days
of the saints, The Bad Catholic’s
Guide to Good Living unveils the
history and humor behind the
Catholic faith.

Day by Day with St. Francis
Edited by Gianluigi Pasqualie, OFM Cap.
New City Press
$24.95 • 368 pages • ISBN 978-1565483941

Passages from St. Francis’s own
writings and from the writings of
others about him outline his spirit
and help the reader understand his
deep union with the Poor Christ
and the “perfect” joy it brought him.

978-0-8245-2300-8
$14.95 paperback • 240 pages

The Bad Catholic’s
Guide to Wine,
Whiskey & Song

Table Talk:Year B
By Jay Cormier • New City Press
$16.95 • 232 pages • ISBN 978-1565483934

Catholic High Schools: Facing the
New Realities
By Fr. James L. Heft, S.M. • Oxford Univ. Press
$24.95 • 272 pages • ISBN 978-0199796656

To navigate three major changes
facing the schools, the author
argues that leaders need to inform
lay teachers more thoroughly,
conduct a more profound social
analysis of the culture and address
the real needs of students.
The Desert Fathers
By Peter H. Görg • Ignatius Press
$16.95 • 131 pages • ISBN 978-1586174453

Takes the reader back to the hour
when monasticism was born and
Winter 2011

A Spirited Look at Catholic Life
and Lore from Apocalypse to
Zinfandel

Stories, incidents and quotations
from literature and life help readers
find both a practical/contemporary
application of reading the Gospel of
Mark as well as exegetical notes
illuminating its background.

A national bestseller! An intelligent
and church-loving introduction to
Catholic faith that explains the
difference between God and vodka,
and why Benedictines make the
best beer.

The Catholic Briefcase
By Randy Hain • Liguori Publications
$16.99 • 160 pages • ISBN 978-0764820526

Helps Catholics integrate their
faith with their jobs through practical tips, relevant examples and
the inspirational stories of others
who have successfully learned how
to bring their Catholic identity
with them to work. December 2011.

978-0-8245-2411-1
$14.95 paperback • 416 pages

www.ipgbook.com • 1-800-888-4741
orders@ipgbook.com
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Book Reviews
Book makes strong case
for more joy, humor and
laughter in Church
Reviewed by Rev. Steve Wolf

S

ome books are just plain fun,
and there are not enough fun
books about joy.
Jesuit writer James Martin certainly gets the joke about the
human condition in his new book
“Between Heaven and Mirth.” (Reminds me of a cartoon in an old
catechist handbook with a caricatured sour-faced preacher saying,
“Joy is the source of my faith!”
while people in the pews look at
each other with great concern.)
This book makes a strong argument for more joy, humor and
laughter in the Church. When the
exhortations to be joyful feel a bit
preachy, I still find myself nodding
in agreement.
I appreciate Father Martin’s
healthy “necessary digression”
about the abuses and misuses of
humor, making me think of one of
St. Benedict’s steps of humility:
Use humor only to give life. I am
cursed to often find things funny in
a way that confuses others, and
there have been ministry situations where people do not want me

from the Catholic News Service and Staff
to make light of things, one even
asking “Why are you laughing at
me?” A friend with a face constructed in a perpetual smile once
described how this is sometimes a
problem in pastoral counseling.
The Church needs books like this
one because when
we aren’t too serious, we are often
simply boring.
For those seeking better marriages, join my
surprise in learning that a “consistent predictor of
divorce is the ab- Between Heaven
sence of laughter” and Mirth
for marriages
by James Martin, SJ
older than seven HarperOne
$25.99, 272 pages
years.
ISBN 978-0062024268
Readers like
me hoping to help God build a culture of vocations will enjoy Chapter
5, subtitled “how vocation, service,
and love lead to joy.”
A note to publishers: This reader
appreciates the one set of footnotes,
rather than a wild-goose-chase separate list for each chapter.
A caution for preachers: Limit
the one-liners to one per homily.
Perhaps Father Martin can assign
them to the 150 sets of readings of
the three-year lectionary cycle.

An invitation to parents and
teachers: Keep a stable of these stories to engage children in the lives of
the many saints who were human
beings with a sense of humor.
And a suggestion just for seminarians: Wait until after ordination to read this book, so your
teachers can use the jokes to keep
you awake in class.
I agree with Fr. Martin: “God
seems to be in favor of excessive
levity,” and “If we don’t laugh at
ourselves, God will remind us to.”
Rev. Steve Wolf is a parish priest
and spiritual director in Nashville
and author of “God’s Money.” Read
more at www.etcfaith.org.

St. Francis of Assisi
Continues to Guide Us
After 900 Years
Reviewed by Mark Barry

I

f this is not the “Year of St.
Francis of Assisi,” then with
certainty, he has to have a new
publicist. His name, presence, and
guidance seem to be everywhere.
The Catholic Coalition on Climate Change frequently reminds
its supporters that St. Francis is
the patron saint of the environment (a duty added to his more

commonly known interest in animals). A friend’s recent Facebook
status noted a St. Francis quote
which still seems to apply today:
“The more stuff we have, the more
clubs we need to protect it.”
Although alive from the early
1180s until his
death in 1226, it
seems that this
son of a wealthy
cloth merchant
known as Giovanni Francesco
di Barnardone
still speaks to us
in 2011.
Francis: Journey
“Francis: The
and the Dream
Journey and the by Murray Bodo
Dream” by Fran- St. Anthony
Messenger Press
ciscan Father
$24.99, 258 pages
Murray Bodo is
ISBN 978-1616360641
one vehicle
through which St. Francis speaks.
Actually, St. Francis has been
speaking to us through Father
Bodo’s book since 1972 when it was
first published. The current edition,
featuring a foreword by noted American Catholic singer-songwriter
John Michael Talbot, is a specially
released 40th Anniversary edition.
Now in his mid-70s, Father Bodo
was given an assignment as a
young priest that might have
caused many to turn and run the

• St. Joseph Editions • World Catholic Press • Resurrection Press •
1911-2011

Catholic Book Publishing

Saints and Prayer Books

Liturgy of the Hours

320/00

407/10

380/19LA

$39.00

609/10R

• fo r C a t h o l i c s o f a l l a ge s •

• fo r C a t h o l i c s o f a l l a ge s •

Gift Bibles

1911-2011

each

$8.75
each

$9.95
each

$29.00
each

878/GS

$175.00

609/10W

$46.00

each

406/23

each

409/13

Marian Titles

each

$21.95

each

$12.95

910/19GN

Children’s Titles
318/00 $8.95

120/22 $9.95

318/22 $7.95

425/97 $9.95

735/22 $12.95

745/97 $9.95

840/22 $19.00

www.catholicbookpublishing.com • 877-CATBOOK (228-2665) • www.catholicbookpublishing.com

•• bibles
bibles • missals
missals •• liturgical
liturgical books
books •• children’s
children’s books • catechisms
catechisms ••
4

Read more reviews and features at www.NewCatholicBooks.com

Winter 2011

N;

Book Reviews
other way. He was to write a book
about St. Francis of Assisi.
At that time, books about St.
Francis were already plentiful in
number and numerous languages.
“Saint Francis of Assisi” by G. K.
Chesterton, for example, had been
out since 1957, a year after Father
Bodo had professed his temporary
vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience in the Franciscan order.
Unlike Chesterton, though, who
approached his subject in a quasibiographical manner (with a bit of
personal opinion added for good
measure), Father Bodo approached
his subject as a source of spiritual
inspiration.
“Francis: The Journey and the
Dream” is more prayer book than
biography. Through the use of 2-3
page vignettes, Father Bodo provides an insight into what St. Francis may have been thinking, feeling,
seeing, or hearing during 77 different key moments in his life.
For instance, Father Bodo writes
about Francis experiencing the joy
of tramping the roads in spring,
the wind blowing in his face, and
the larks showing off overhead. “To
Francis, everything in him and
around him was a gift from his Father in Heaven. He expected nothing, so he was grateful for
everything. Even a piece of earth
was cause for rejoicing, and he
thanked God always for everything
that was.”
In using this technique, Father
Bodo provides readers with options. One can read the book from
cover to cover or read each story in
order, using one a day as a basis
for meditation, or hop around in no
particular order.
Does someone who lived 900
years ago have something to say to
us today? As Father Bodo has
proven, most definitely!
Mark Barry has become a new
fan of St. Francis of Assisi and his
lessons for living over the past year.
He works to integrate these lessons
into his life in Nashville, Tenn.

Patient, searching readers can explore Scripture,
prayer links to Mass
Reviewed by Brian T. Olszewski (CNS)

T

he arrival of the new English
translation of the new
Roman Missal on altars this
coming Advent provides the church
with an opportunity to teach and
learn about the Mass – so that
Catholics can understand, or better
understand, what they do Sunday
after Sunday, and why they do it.
If there is an awakening that takes
place in such teaching/learning, it
will require Catholics to familiarize
themselves with Scripture and to
strengthen a prayer life of which
Winter 2011

the Mass is at the center.
It is fitting that Edward Sri describes “A Biblical Walk Through
The Mass” as a “biblical tour,” but
the “tourists” should not expect a
passive experience. Rather, they
will have the opportunity to immerse themselves
in learning the
scriptural connection to each part
of the Mass. He
proves to be a
good tour guide,
patiently explaining why specific
words are prayed
and actions per- A Biblical Walk
Through the Mass
formed.
by Edward Sri
For some, it
Press
might be too de- Ascension
$12.99, 157 pages
tailed, but for
ISBN 978-1935940005
those who are unhurried and who wish to know the
particulars of the worship that is
at the core of their profession of
faith, the investment of time in the
tour is a worthwhile one.
Stephen Binz’s work, “The Mass
in Scripture,” is another in the Lectio Divina Bible Study series.
Those familiar with “lectio divina”
know the process of listening, understanding, reflecting, praying
and acting. They also know that
time is not a factor, that it might
take hours, days, even weeks to
move from one part of the process
to the next. The word “study”
should be taken seriously as this is
no quick read.
For some, this might be a course
in Scripture and
liturgy if they are
willing to embrace each step of
the process faithfully. For others,
this could be a retreat in a paperback. The text
lends itself to
both – the group The Mass in Scripture
by Stephen J. Binz
wanting the
Sunday Visitor
course and the in- Our
$9.95, 191 pages
dividual wanting ISBN 978-1592768318
the nourishment
of a retreat.
The detail and scholarship that
Binz includes in each chapter provide the tools with which readers
can deepen their understanding of
the Mass and act upon that understanding. Expect to bend pages,
mark them and return to them.
Those who find comfort in the
traditional will appreciate “The Essential Guide to Catholic Prayer
and the Mass,” Mary DeTurris
Poust’s compilation, examination
and explanation of Catholic devotions and prayers, including the
Mass. Her premise is a simple one:
Prayer is a “critical activity” for
one to grow closer to God. Don’t
take this as the start of a fingerContinued on page 11...
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The One Thing by Matthew Kelly • Beacon Publishing • 978-0984131884
Author writes about his own faith and the challenges of passing faith onto children.
The Rhythm of Life by Matthew Kelly • Beacon Publishing • 978-0743265102
Synthesizes Christian theology, cognitive psychology and storytelling to unpack the paradox of being happy.
Rediscover Catholicism by Matthew Kelly • Beacon Publishing • 978-0984131891
Reveals the essence of authentic Catholic spirituality and important questions we face today.
Celebration of Discipline by Richard J. Foster • HarperOne • 978-0060628390
Explains the disciplines people must cultivate in order to achieve spiritual depth.
The Dream Manager by Matthew Kelly • Beacon Publishing • 978-1401303709
Companies can only become the best versions of themselves if their employees can realize that same opportunity.
The Jesuit Guide to (Almost) Everything by James Martin, S.J. • HarperOne • 978-0061432682
Translates the essence of Jesuit philosophy into layman’s terms and suggests how to find God in all things.
Confessions of a Mega Church Pastor by Allen Hunt • Beacon Publishing • 978-0984131839
Former Methodist minister describes how he discovered the hidden treasures of the Catholic Church.
The Seven Levels of Intimacy by Matthew Kelly • Beacon Publishing • 978-0743265119
Explores the many aspects of the art of loving and the joy of being loved.
Holy Women by Pope Benedict XVI • Our Sunday Visitor • 978-1612785103
Pope Benedict XVI thoughtfully explores the life stories of seventeen holy women.
The Monastery of the Heart by Joan Chittister • BlueBridge • 978-1933346342
Delivers a practical model based on the ancient Rule of Benedict upon which to build a satisfying life.

Surprised by Hope by N.T. Wright • HarperOne • 978-0061551826
Biblical scholarship peels back medieval fabrications of heaven and hell, pointing faithfully to a resurrection of the body.
Simply Christian by N.T. Wright • HarperOne • 978-0061920622
Explores four basic questions that take us into the mystery of who God is and what He wants from us.
Prayer Journal 2012 by The Word Among Us Press • 978-1593251161
The Good Shepherd theme of this prayer journal will help remind users each day to listen to the voice of Jesus in prayer.
Little Rock Catholic Study Bible by Catherine Upchurch, et al. • Liturgical Press • 978-0814636480
Accessibly written information and engaging visuals highlight and clarify significant areas of Scripture.
Uncommon Gratitude by J. Chittister & R. Williams • Liturgical Press • 978-0814630228
Reminds readers of the many opportunities we have to say “Alleluia for all that is.”
Fragments of Your Ancient Name by Joyce Rupp • Ave Maria Press • 978-1933495286
Daily meditations explore the many different names of God.
Praying the Word by Donald Jackson • Liturgical Press • 978-0814690932
Unique calligraphy and colorful embellishments bring to life scriptural passages from the St. John’s Bible.
Blessings and Prayers for Married Couples by Isabel Anders • Liguori Publications • 978-0764819339
Encourages couples to follow the discipline of daily prayer as a means of affirming the blessings of their relationship.
Sacred Feasts by Victor-Antoine d’Avila-Latourrette • Liguori Publications • 978-0764818622
Seasonal recipes from a monastery kitchen help you celebrate the year’s sacred feasts in your kitchen.
Holding God In My Hands by Paul Wilkes • Liguori Publications • 978-0764819452
Examines the power of the Eucharist to impart healing grace, spiritual strength and peace to communicants and ministers.
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The Ten Marys and the Angel Gabriel

Moments of Grace

By Aurora Magni, illustrated by Francesca Vignaga

By Christopher de Vinck

The angel Gabriel, in the form of a little boy,
has been entrusted with the important and
honored task of finding a certain woman and
announcing to her that she will become the
mother of the Son of God. Ages 4-10.

Tired of all the negative news in the media? In
these life-affirming essays,the author finds a
desirable balance by tapping into the “richness
of hope that comes with every change of season,” an ebb and flow of change and renewal.

Paulist Press
$16.95 • 44 pages • ISBN 978-0809167647

Paulist Press
$19.95 • 240 pages • ISBN 978-0809105977

The Catholic Prayer Bible (NRSV)
Lectio Divina Edition, Deluxe

Experience the ancient, beautiful, and lifetransforming practice of lectio divina—the
prayerful reading of Scripture. Give the gift of
prayer to yourself and to those you love. Gilded
page edges; bonded leather cover—navy.
Paulist Press
$49.95 • 1,968 pages • ISBN 978-0809147663

What The Saints Said About Heaven
By Ronda Chervin, Richard Ballard & Ruth Ballard

Combines scriptural passages, saintly writings,
and prayers from the heart, all organized into a
daily meditation format. It provides inspiring
thoughts on subjects such as: what the Beatific
Vision will be like, on being in heaven with loved
ones, about Angels, Saints and what we will do in
our resurrected bodies.
TAN Books
$12.95 • 125 pages • ISBN 978-70895558725

Three Minutes a Day,Volume 46
The Life of Sr. Marie de Mandat-Grancey
& Mary's House in Ephesus
By Rev. Carl G Schulte C.M.

Tells the story of a faith-filled woman’s life of
service and her quest to discover the house of
the Blessed Virgin in Ephesus.
TAN Books
$18.95 • 382 pages • ISBN 978-0895558701

A Year With The Angels: Daily Meditations
with the Messengers of God
By Mike Aquilina

By The Christophers

Real-life stories and reflections for each day of
the year, along with brief Scripture verses and
prayers, will help you put your faith into action
and “light a candle rather than curse the darkness.”
The Christophers
$10.00 • 376 pages • ISBN 0-984103856

Catholic Treasures Box Set
By WLP Choir

Mike Aquilina invites you to discover the authority and strength of the Heavenly Host.
Among the Angels’ responsibilities are governing the universe and the movements of nature,
defending creation from the attacks of the devil,
and acting as messengers of God to mankind.

This 4-CD box set includes treasured family and
seasonal Catholic tunes all performed expertly by
the WLP Choir. From “Ave Maria” to “America the
Beautiful” these songs and anthems are welcomed
listening companions for any Catholic household.
Includes over 60 songs across four albums at one
great low price ― an ideal holiday gift!

Saint Benedict Press
$44.95 • 388 pages • ISBN 978-1935302520

World Library Publications
$39.95 • 4-CD set • ISBN 978-1584595571

From Gethsemani to Galway
The University of Notre Dame Folk Choir in Concert

A breathtaking, live performance at the
2011 National Pastoral Musicians’ Conference. Relive this exquisite concert chronicling the thirty years of the choir’s music
ministry and enjoy the rich additional vocals of the audience of NPM members who
were an integral part of this grand event. A
powerful addition to your listening library!
World Library Publications
$17.00 • CD • ISBN 978-1584595649

Your Personal Apostolate: Accepting
and Sharing the Love of God

God Moments: Stories that Inspire,
Moments to Remember

By Michele Elena Bondi

Written and Compiled by Michele Elena Bondi

Discover the purpose and meaning of your life
with the help of this award-winning love story
for every soul. A life-changing book worthy of
your great dignity. Makes an exceptional gift
with lasting value.

This 2011 award-winning book is a beautiful celebration of intimate faith that inspires readers
to become aware of God at work in and through
them and others. Makes a beautiful gift.
Joseph Karl Publishing, 2011 • www.josephkarlpublishing.com
$16.95 • 190 pages • ISBN 978-1935356097

Joseph Karl Publishing, 2009 • www.josephkarlpublishing.com
$14.95 • 95 pages • ISBN 978-1935356011

God Moments II: Recognizing the Fruits
of the Holy Spirit

Your Preteen Apostolate: Accepting
and Sharing the Love of God

Written and Compiled by Michele Elena Bondi

By Nicholas Joseph Bottesi & Michele Elena Bondi

Gain a greater awareness of God’s unfathomable love
for you and for others, increase your understanding of
the meaning and purpose of your life, and be inspired
to greater virtue and deeper surrender to God. Makes
a beautiful gift with eternal value.

This invaluable resource helps preteens discover
their immeasurable value and life’s purpose.
Ideal for home, libraries, schools, home schoolers, and religious education programs. Catholic
Press Association 2010 Best Children’s Book and
2010 Best Family Life Book of the Year.

Joseph Karl Publishing, 2011 • www.josephkarlpublishing.com
$16.95 • 188 pages • ISBN 978-1935356196

Joseph Karl Publishing, 2011 • www.josephkarlpublishing.com
$10.95 • 111 pages • ISBN 978-1935356059

One Man’s Journey to Freedom:
Escape From Behind the Iron Curtain

Your Teen Apostolate: Accepting
and Sharing the Love of God

By Gene X. Kortsha

By Andre Joseph Bottesi & Michele Elena Bondi

A powerfully gripping account of the heroic and
miraculous resistance against the destruction of
humanitarian principles and persecution
behind the Iron Curtain. Winner of five 2011
book awards.

This invaluable resource helps teens discover
their immeasurable value and life’s purpose.
Ideal for home, libraries, schools, home schoolers, and religious education programs. Catholic
Press Association 2010 Best Children’s Book
and 2010 Best Family Life Book of the Year.

Joseph Karl Publishing, 2010 • www.josephkarlpublishing.com
$23.95 • 752 pages • ISBN 978-1935356134

Joseph Karl Publishing, 2011 • www.josephkarlpublishing.com
$10.95 • 111 pages • ISBN 978-1935356066

Our Treasure

We Have a Pope!

Written by Michele Elena Bondi, Illustrations by Kristina Marie Pope

By Karen Congeni

Children learn that priceless treasure awaits
them in the Eucharist, whenever they want to
become very rich. Ideal for home, libraries,
schools, home schoolers, and religious education
programs. Makes a lovely keepsake gift. Winner
of nine 2011 book awards.

“The history and splendor of the papacy is
presented to children in easy-to-understand language accompanied by captivatingly beautiful
photos.”– Catholic Press Association 2011
Children’s Book Award. Imprimatur.

Joseph Karl Publishing, 2010 • www.josephkarlpublishing.com
$16.99 • 32 pages • ISBN 978-1935356141

New Springtime Press (Distributed by Catholic Word)
$16.95 • 32 pages • ISBN 978-0-9825376-0-2

There is Nothing But Love in God!

The Three Trees: A Traditional Folktale

By Maryanne Lacy

Written by Elena Pasquali, illustrated by Sophie Windham

This new release is a spiritual and inspirational
book teaching us how to heal the negative images
of God–taught and learned in the past–and instead, learn to trust in the Love of the Lord. The
author’s experience in healing and study of the
true relationship between God and his children
offer a positive and healing message for everyone.

This retelling of the classic story of the three
small trees who aspire to greatness features lavish new illustrations. One dreams of becoming a
throne, the second a strong ship, and the third a
towering tree in his own forest. Discover how
each plays a part in the life of Christ.
Lion Children’s Books (Distributed by Kregel Publications)
$14.99 • 32 pages • ISBN 978-0745962894

Sirena Press • Order from the author - malacyoffl@yahoo.com
$16.00 • 230 pages • ISBN 978-0981943244

The Newborn King
Written by Lori C. Froeb, illustrated by Pauline Stewart

The story of the first Christmas is told
simply in this colorful, chunky board book.
As kids read, they fit a puzzle piece into
each page. When the book is complete,
they can connect all four puzzle pieces to
make a stand-up nativity scene showing
the Holy Family and friendly animals!
Kregel Kidzone
$9.99 • 8 pages • ISBN 978-0825455513

The Invisible World

Saints Preserved

By Anthony DeStefano

By Thomas J. Craughwell

Focusing on the unseen spiritual forces surrounding every day life, The Invisible World
answers questions to the often-avoided topics
of the afterlife through a clear, Catholic understanding.

In Saints Preserved: An Encyclopedia of Relics,
author Thomas J. Craughwell takes readers on a
journey through the life and death of more than
300 saints, while shedding light on the sometimes strange bits and pieces they left behind.

Hardcover $19.99 | Pages: 208 | ISBN: 978-0-385-52223-6

Paperback $16.00 | Pages: 336 | ISBN: 978-0-307-59073-2

Jesus and the Jewish Roots of the Eucharist

Catholicism

By Brant Pitre

By Father Robert Barron

Jesus and the Jewish Roots of the Eucharist
shines fresh light on the Last Supper. Using
his in-depth knowledge of the Bible and ancient
Judaism, Dr. Brant Pitre offers core Catholic
lessons on the sacred tradition of the Eucharist
by examining its original roots.

In Catholicism, Father Robert Barron seeks to capture the body, heart and mind of the Catholic faith
through his groundbreaking and compelling examination of the church. Paired with his film series of
the same title, Catholicism is an intimate journey,
capturing our faith in all its depth and beauty.

Hardcover $21.99 | Pages: 240 | ISBN: 978-0-385-53184-9

Hardcover $27.99 | Pages: 304 | ISBN: 978-0-307-72051-1

The Mass

The Duty of Delight

By Cardinal Donald Wuerl and Mike Aquilina

By Dorothy Day

The Mass: The Glory, the Mystery, the Tradition is
an engaging and authoritative guide to Catholicism’s most distinctive practice. With the Church
now introducing revised language for the Mass,
Catholics have a perfect opportunity to renew their
understanding of this beautiful celebration.

For almost fifty years, through her tireless service
to the poor and her courageous witness for peace,
Dorothy Day offered an example of the gospel in action. Now the publication of her diaries, previously
sealed for 25 years after her death, offers a uniquely
intimate portrait of her struggles and concerns.

Hardcover $21.99 | Pages: 224 | ISBN: 978-0-307-71880-8

Paperback $18.00 | Pages: 752 | ISBN: 978-0-7679-3280-6

Give the Gift of Faith this Christmas
with New Books from Image
A People of Hope
God in Action

By John L. Allen, Jr.

By Cardinal Francis George

God in Action provides refreshing insight into the intersection of faith and the public sphere. Finding
both challenges and reasons for hope, Cardinal
George lays out a vision for national life that respects
natural law, human dignity, and the essential ways
religion uniquely contributes to the common good.

A respected religion journalist profiles New York’s
Archbishop Timothy Dolan, one of the country’s–
and possibly the world’s–most important Catholic
leaders through exclusive interviews. Archbishop
Dolan is seen here at his best, capturing an upbeat,
hopeful, affirming Catholicism that’s the untold
story about the church today.

Hardcover $22.99 | Pages: 240 | ISBN: 978-0-307-59026-8

Hardcover $25.00 | Pages: 240 | ISBN: 978-0-307-71849-5

Our One Great Act of Fidelity
By Ronald Rolheiser

The Rite
By Matt Baglio

Our One Great Act of Fidelity is an investigation
into the ways people secure their faith and belief to discover true intimacy with God and each
other. It is a spiritual and a personal statement
of how Ronald Rolheiser understands the
Eucharist and why he celebrates it every day.

The book that inspired the movie of the same name,
journalist Matt Baglio depicts the life of Father
Gary during his exorcism training. The astonishing
story reveals that the phenomena of possession,
demons, the Devil, and exorcism are not merely a
remnant of the archaic past, but remain a fearsome
power in many people’s lives even today.

Hardcover $18.00 | Pages: 144 | ISBN: 978-0-307-88703-0

Paperback $15.00 | Pages: 304 | ISBN: 978-0-385-52271-7

The End and the Beginning
By George Weigel

More than ten years in the making, this book
tells the dramatic story of the Pope’s battle with
communism in light of new and recently disclosed information and brings to a close Weigel’s
landmark portrait of a man who not only left an
indelible mark on the Catholic Church, but also
changed the course of world history.
Paperback $17.99 | Pages: 608 | ISBN: 978-0-385-52480-3

Image Catholic Books
For more information on these books or to read sample
chapters, please visit www.ImageCatholicBooks.com.
These Image books are available now wherever books
and e-books are sold.
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Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis • HarperOne • 978-0060652920
Clear, accessible discussion of Christian beliefs that show common ground upon which all Christians can stand together.
The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis • HarperOne • 978-0060652937
A humorous exchange between two devils that delves into moral questions about good vs. evil, temptation and grace.
Chicken Soup for the Soul: A Book of Miracles by LeAnn Thieman • Liguori Publications • 978-1935096511
101 true stories of healing, faith, divine intervention and answered prayers.
The Great Divorce by C.S. Lewis • HarperOne • 978-0060652951
During a fantastic journey through both Heaven and Hell, the reader sees the impact of one’s choices in life.
Chicken Soup for the Soul: Devotional Stories for Women by S. Heim & K. Talcott • Liguori Publications • 978-1935096481
101 daily devotions to comfort, encourage and inspire women.
Handbook for Today's Catholic by A Redemptorist Pastoral Publication • Liguori Publications • 978-0764812200
Revised edition divided into four sections: Beliefs, Practices, Prayers, and Living the Faith.
Chicken Soup for the Soul: Stories of Faith by Amy Newmark • Liguori Publications • 978-1935096146
A collection of inspirational stories of hope, devotion, faith and miracles.
Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church by USCCB • USCCB Communications • 978-1574557206
Offers a quick synopsis of the essential contents of the faith as promulgated in the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
The Complete C.S. Lewis Signature Classics by C.S. Lewis • HarperOne • 978-0061208492
Mere Christianity, The Screwtape Letters, The Great Divorce, The Problem of Pain, Miracles, A Grief Observed, more.
RB 1980: The Rule of St. Benedict by Liturgical Press • 978-0814612729
Benedict’s rule for life includes worship, work, study, prayer, and relaxation within a community.

#

1

#

2

#

3

#

4

Your Store + Your Ministry + Our Network = Success
Do you need help growing your business in this difficult economy? The Catholic Retailers Association
is a network of Catholic stores in the United States and Canada whose main purpose is to help you
develop your ministry and business of Catholic retail.
For only $100 a year, your store can connect to other Catholic retail stores and learn more about
customer service, marketing, spirituality, merchandising, training and more. There are also special
discounts and new product information from New Catholic Books & Media.
Don’t delay, apply today at http://bit.ly/CatholicRetailersAssociation.
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Catechism of the Catholic Church by USCCB • USCCB Communications • 978-1574551105
The official summary of Catholic belief regarding the Church creeds, sacraments, commandments and prayers.
This Is Our Faith by Michael Pennock • Ave Maria Press • 978-0877936534
Straightforward descriptions of the beliefs and teachings of the Church.
How to Listen When God is Speaking by Fr. Mitch Pacwa • The Word Among Us Press • 978-1593251833
A guide for modern-day Catholics on how to listen to God speak to our hearts, minds and wills.
Chicken Soup for the Soul: Living Catholic Faith by LeAnn Thieman • Liguori Publications • 978-1935096238
101 stories to offer hope, deepen faith and spread love.
The General Instruction of the Roman Missal by USCCB • USCCB Communications • 978-1601371768
New third edition promotes more conscious, active, and full participation of the faithful in the mystery of the Eucharist.
Abide in My Word 2012 by The Word Among Us Press • 978-1593251871
Complete text for each day’s Mass readings, including the responsorial psalm, is arranged chronologically by date.
The Gift of Years by Joan Chittister • BlueBridge • 978-1933346335
Spiritual guide to growing older gracefully.
The Artist’s Rule by Christine Valters Paintner • Ave Maria Press • 978-1933495293
The author explores ways to nurture your creative soul with monastic wisdom.
We Believe by Oscar Lukefahr • Liguori Publications • 978-0892435364
A revised survey of our faith that is cross-referenced to the Catechism of the Church.
The Living Mass by Heliodoro Lucatero • Liguori Publications • 978-0764820076
Traces the development of the Roman Missal from the early Church to the present day and the new translation.

Based on publisher reports of all orders—including orders from general interest, Catholic and Christian stores—in the U.S. and Canada during the
third quarter of 2011 for titles published by members of the Association of Catholic Publishers, Inc. © 2011 Association of Catholic Publishers, Inc.
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Book Reviews
Continued from page 5.
pointing sermon on prayer. Rather,
in a tone and style that are encouraging and supportive for those who
struggle with the question “How do
I pray?” Poust provides options.
It isn’t until
chapter 13 that
she writes about
the English translation of the new
Roman Missal.
More conversational than lecture, she shows
what will change
and explains why. Essential Guide to
The text is aided Catholic Prayer and
by highlights –
the Mass
by Mary DeTurris Poust
definitions,
prayer practices, Alpha Books
$16.95, 314 pages
quotes from
ISBN 978-1615640751
saints and other
holy people, and miscellaneous information – that are interspersed
throughout the copy.
Poust includes traditional
Catholic prayers and a glossary of
Catholic terms – her final what and
why of a handbook that Catholic
families seeking to create a prayerful environment in their homes will
find useful.
Brian T. Olszewski is general
manager of the Catholic Herald, the
publication serving the Archdiocese
of Milwaukee.

Two books approach
parish closures from
different angles
Reviewed by Rachelle Linner (CNS)

J

ulian Guthrie, a reporter for
the San Francisco Chronicle
and author of “The Grace of
Everyday Saints,” first met the
“everyday saints” of St. Brigid
Parish in 2004. By then, the Committee to Save St. Brigid Church
had been meeting for ten years in
an effort to reopen their beloved
church, which had been inexplicably suppressed in 1994.
Guthrie is a
good writer and
she has a palpable
affection and admiration for the
diverse people of
this community,
but she offers the
fullest profiles of
the group’s leaders:
The Grace of
– Irish-born Fa- Everyday Saints
ther Cyril
by Julian Guthrie
Harvard Univ. Press
O’Sullivan
$25.00, 288 pages
(“Father O”)
ISBN 978-0547133041
risked being ostracized to confront now-retired Archbishop John M. Quinn, and despite
his transfer to a parish in Marin
County, he remains the spiritual
center of this community in exile.
Winter 2011
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– Robert Bryan, a death penalty
lawyer, a Southern Baptist married
to a Catholic woman, was in the
RCIA program when St. Brigid’s
was closed. Bryan used his prodigious legal skills to discover evidence of then-unknown clerical sex
abuse, the reason why a historic,
pastorally and financially vibrant
parish was slated for closure.
– Joe Dignan, to whom the book
is dedicated (he died after a heart
attack in 2006), successfully led the
committee’s efforts to obtain landmark status for the exterior of St.
Brigid’s after it was sold to the private Academy of Art University.
Without losing its focus on St.
Brigid’s, Guthrie narrates Joe’s
personal journey from closeted gay
man in a tumultuous marriage to
an acceptance of his homosexuality.
Despite its
strengths,
Guthrie’s book is
flawed by her decision to cast this
as a black and
white morality
play, with beleaguered but indomitable
parishioners con- No Closure
fronting obdurate, by John C. Seitz
deceitful church Harvard Univ. Press
$39.95, 322 pages
officials. Given
ISBN 978-0674053021
the circumstances
it is an understandable narrative,
one that appeals to our delight in
the resourcefulness of the underdog. Unfortunately her reliance on
caricature instead of context fails to
convey complexity, and what could
have been an edifying book remains
shallow and self-congratulatory.
John Seitz’s “No Closure” is a sophisticated and nuanced analysis of
occupying vigils in the Boston Archdiocese.
In 2004, facing severe financial
problems, a shortage of priests and
declining attendance, then-Archbishop (now Cardinal) Sean P.
O’Malley announced plans to close
or consolidate 80 parishes. In response to the closures members at
some parishes began 24-hour occupying vigils; five of these continue
as of 2011.
The vigils became the focus of
the doctoral research of Seitz, then
a Harvard student and now an assistant professor of theology at
Fordham University. Seitz is a capable and empathic writer who is
an insightful observer of the occupations he observed most closely –
suburban St. Jeremiah’s in Framingham, Mass., and the urban Italian national parish, Our Lady of
Mount Carmel in East Boston.
Seitz situates the vigils in the
context of Boston’s religious, social
and political history, including its
long-standing racial and ethnic tensions. The shift in theology and
practice that was introduced by the

Second Vatican Council had an impact on people’s experience and expectations of Catholic life, but the
more immediate issue in Boston
was the sexual abuse crisis. Anger
toward the hierarchy did not dissipate with the December 2002 resignation of Cardinal Bernard Law.
The book’s greatest contribution
is Seitz's reflective consideration of
how resisters wrestled with, rejected or appropriated teachings
around sacrifice, sacred presence,
belonging and obedience to religious authority.
These themes surfaced in many
situations faced by the vigilers,
from how to handle sacred objects
that remained in the church building and the proper manner in
which to conduct lay-led religious
services, to ruptured relationships
with former friends who were perceived as traitors because they
joined the receiving parish.
Vigilers, Seitz writes, were involved in “the search for an acceptable Catholic maturity” and to this
end they had to acknowledge,
grieve and re-examine many aspects of their loyalty to the sacred
spaces that were suddenly wrested
away from them.
Seitz is a theologian, not a therapist, but this solid academic book
is, ultimately, a sad one. It is im-

possible to read “No Closure” without wondering what could have
been achieved, and what heartache
avoided, if archdiocesan officials
had listened to parishioners with
the same empathy and desire for
understanding that Seitz brought
to his work.
Rachelle Linner, a freelance
writer and reviewer, lives in Medford, Mass.

Authors offer fresh
perspectives on an
ancient church
Reviewed by Brother Jeffrey Cros, FSC
(CNS)

J

esuit Father Norman Tanner's
“New Short History of the
Catholic Church” and Father
Robert Barron’s “Catholicism” give
a fresh view to important perspectives on Catholicism. They are welcome additions for the Catholic
reader interested in a brief
overview either of the church’s
story or of the central mysteries of
the faith. They are also accessible
and brief introductions suitable for
the interested non-Catholic reader
or the returning Catholic who has
been estranged from the tradition
Continued on page 12...
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Continued from page 11.
or uninformed by its history and
content.
The history, by the premier
Jesuit English historian of the
church's councils, provides a remarkably brief, clear and readable
account of the Catholic component
of Christianity from its biblical
foundation to the 21st century. It
includes some penetrating questions in its conclusion about
Catholicism’s future as it continues
to work out the implications of the
First and Second Vatican Councils
in the context of a newly globalizing church, in dialogue with the
great world religions; economic,
technological and political forces;
ecumenical progress among Christians; and a commitment to
inculturation in a variety of new
contexts.
Father Tanner’s mastery of conciliar history enables him to give a
harmonious and integrated
account of the continuities, discontinuities and unresolved issues at
each moment in history. His
account of the relationship between
Trent (1545-1563), Vatican I (1870)
and Vatican II (1962-1965), and
summary of their results and continuing contribution are worth the
whole of the book.
Amid the debates about history

circulating in popular Catholicism
and the critics of the church today
are caricatures of these three councils and their results, in both the
serious literature and in journalistic accounts.
These caricatures
are a burden on
both the relations
among Christians
and their witness
in contemporary
society. This
brief, comprehensive and careful
history should be New Short History
of the Catholic
a good resource
for correcting dis- Church
By Norman Tanner
tortions.
Burns & Oates
The author
$22.95, 280 pages
balances the his- ISBN 978-0860124559
tory of institutions, doctrines and leaders, with
an account of popular religion,
saints, the arts and the wider society within which the church operated and operates today. As a brief
account, his judgments will be
challenged by those who have a
broad knowledge of the story, and
some of his factual errors will be
corrected. However these minor
quibbles will not compromise the
usefulness of the volume in a variety of contexts.
Father Barron gives a fresh and

The Other Face of God
T
When the Stranger Calls Us Home
W
MARY JO LEDDY
M

M
Mary
Jo Leddy lives with refugees at Romero House,
a temporary shelter in Toronto where extraordinary
tthings happen. She invites readers to use the eyes of
Christ to truly see those who have fled their homes
and so come to know our true selves.

appealing account of the Catholic
faith, enhanced by a beautifully illustrated volume. The treatment of
the Christian faith, while richly informed by Catholic doctrine, literature and the arts, is presented from
the standpoint of beauty. The treatment exudes the enthusiasm of the
author not only for the incarnational character of the Christian
faith, but also its incarnation in the
Christian imagination and concrete
cultural expressions.
The book includes ten chapters
covering revelation, the beatitudes,
the mystery of God and classical
approaches to understanding, Our
Lady, Peter and Paul, the church,
the Eucharist and other sacraments, the communion of saints,
the Christian life in prayer and the
Holy Spirit, ending appropriately
with the last things: heaven, hell
and purgatory. Ending, he returns
to the beginning – God with us, the
epitome of all the elements of the
Christian faith centered on the
Trinity.
Each of the themes are enriched
by an aesthetic sense of the
Catholic doctrine as well as a variety of imaginative and creative
forms in which it has been embodied in the lives of Christians and
the arts they have produced to
honor God, Mary, the saints and

the church. This book is suitable
not only for those who want to be
informed and enriched by the
Catholic faith. It will also make for
serious spiritual reading for expanding and
deepening the appreciation of all
aspects of the rich
treasures provided in Catholic
teaching. The
book is a witness
to the conviction
that the Christian
Gospel is about
Catholicism
the abundance of by Father Robert Barron
life in Christ, and Image
$27.99, 304 pages
not just about the ISBN 978-0307720511
accuracy of orthodox doctrine or a disciplined life.
Both volumes provide a rich
foundation for Catholic understanding and witness and could also provide resources for those who wish
to enrich their Catholic witness
within conversation among Christians, or to inform those outside
who wish to discover the richness of
Catholic self-understanding.
Brother Gros, a member of the
Brothers of the Christian Schools, is
resident scholar in Catholic studies
at Lewis University in Romeoville,
Ill. He reviews books for the
Catholic News Service.
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978-1-57075-910-9 paperback $20.00

Called to Happiness
ss
Where Faith and Psychology Meet
Wh
et
SIDNEY CALLAHAN
N

This account of “the new science of happiness” not
ot
at
only supports traditional faith but gives examples that
n,
we can use to live a fulfilling life. Sydney Callahan,
d
a psychologist and teacher breaks new ground
in clarifying the convergence of psychotherapy,,
neuropsychology, and Christian spirituality.
978-1-57075-918-5 paperback $20.00

A Splash of Sunshine
And Other Glimpses of Grace
A
ROBERT MORNEAU
R

T
This
sequel to The Color of Gratitude offers brief
p
prayer
poems that find simple grace in daily events
a
and ordinary things. A beloved spiritual writer offers
astonishing epiphanies, opening our eyes to God
who shines everywhere, especially in the
ordinary events of our lives.

Treeasurrees of the Vatic
a can Librarr y
2012 Wa
all Calendar
This exquisite wall calendar will be
a welcome addition to any Catholic
household! Each month includes
illuminated art from the personal
collection of Pope Benedict XVI
Apostolic
found in the Vatican
a
Ap
Library, an uplifting pho
photograph of
His Holiness and a quote from his
addresses, plus a Roman Catholic
calendar grid. Only available for 2012!
JSP12-VCR............................. $14.95

978-1-57075-947-5 paperback $15.00
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Book Reviews
Book traces military
history of papal
men at arms
Reviewed by Agostino Bono (CNS)

W

hen current visitors to the
Vatican hear about the
pope’s men at arms, visions of Swiss Guards fill the mind.
Today, the halberd-bearing,
brightly-costumed soldiers basically
provide decoration for papal events.
But they were once part of the
armed services which for centuries
protected not only popes but their
kingdom in central Italy.
The Swiss Guard was one of several separate branches of foot soldiers. Popes even had a small navy
that protected the shores and ports
of the Papal States. What is left
today are the ceremonial Swiss
Guard and the Vigilance Corps, the
Vatican police force responsible for
maintaining order in Vatican City.
David Alvarez’s “The Pope’s Soldiers” traces the history of the
pope’s armed forces starting with
the aftermath of the French Revolution, a time of the pope’s evaporating political power as a European
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head of state. This waning influence
was reflected in the shabby state of
the papal armed forces, mired in
nepotism, corruption and inefficiency. Alvarez takes the history to
the present day
where the main
security task is
training a handful
of skilled bodyguards to protect
the person of the
pope in the Vatican and on his foreign travels.
Alvarez, author The Pope’s Soldiers
by David Alvarez
of several books
Univ. of Kansas Press
on 19th- and
$234.95, 429 pages
20th-century espi- ISBN 978-0700617708
onage against the
Vatican, mentions the militarily
more colorful previous centuries
when the Papal States had political
power and its well-oiled military
machine was frequently led in battle by warrior-popes, providing incongruous situations where the
representative on earth of the
Prince of Peace was ordering men
to kill or be killed. Alvarez chose
the later time period because he
feels that its military history has

Author’s Corner – Mike Aquilina
Parish: Holy Child Parish,
Bridgeville, Pennsylvania
Recent Book: “The Mass: The
Glory, The Mystery, The Tradition” (Co-written with Cardinal
Donald Wuerl)
How did you and Cardinal
Donald Wuerl work together
on this book?
I’ve known the Cardinal for most
of my adult life. He was my
bishop in the Diocese of Pittsburgh for eighteen years, and I
edited the diocesan newspaper for
him in the 1990s. So we know
each other well. He’s been preaching and writing about the Mass
for forty-five years. He also had
transcripts of his old television
shows about the Mass, so he was
able to present me with quite an
archive of material at the beginning of the project.
In the early stages I brought
the original material together and
started to shape it into a book.
Then we both added material as
we reviewed successive drafts.
Since we live several hundreds of
miles apart, we did most of our
work by phone and email, and we
met occasionally when the Cardinal was visiting his hometown.
Did you learn something new
about this sacrament?
I feel like I’m learning something
new about the sacrament every
day, every time I receive Holy
Winter 2011

Communion. It’s not
so much a matter of
new information. It’s
more like falling more
in love – the way I’m
still learning about
my wife after a quar- AQUILINA
ter-century of marriage. As you
grow deeper in the relationship
(since that’s what Communion is),
you get new perspectives, new experiences. As I put the book together, I was able to see the Mass
through the Cardinal’s eyes, from
the other side of the altar, and all
that is new to me.
How will the new translation
enhance our appreciation of
this sacrament?
It will force us to think about
what we’re saying, to be “uncomfortable” with the texts, at least
for a few months. We won’t have
the option of rote recitation. This
opportunity will likely be unique
in our lifetime. I see it as an opportunity to meet the texts anew.
Working on a new book?
I always have several in process. I
have a book on the angels coming
out from St. Benedict’s Press this
month. Next year will see my introduction to the “Mothers of the
Church,” early Christian women.
That’s out from Our Sunday Visitor in the spring. Emmaus Road
Press is bringing out a collection
of my essays about the early
church, also in the spring.

not been studied enough given that
popes and their territories were
still in danger.
This era was a time of transition,
when the Vatican began turning
swords into plowshares, depending
more on diplomacy than on military
might to defend papal territories
and church influence with other
governments. It also was a time of
self-questioning by generations of
church authorities as to whether
the concomitant roles of the pope as
a king and as the religious leader of
the Catholic Church were complementary or incompatible.
As a military history, the book

•

Joan Chittister •

devotes most of its pages to describing efforts by Vatican military commanders to upgrade the quality and
quantity of the armed services. This
was especially true in the 19th century when popes had to face threats
from the far superior French army
under Napoleon and later from the
kingdom of Northern Italy, which
invaded the Papal States in 1870.
In the process, popes were for
decades “prisoners of the Vatican.”
Many of the tactical descriptions
of battles may be too boring for ordinary readers.
Agostino Bono is a retired CNS
staff writer and Rome bureau chief.

• Don

The Monastery
of the Heart

Catherine
of Siena

An Invitation to
a Meaningful Life

A Passionate Life

JOAN CHITTISTER

9781933346342
240 pp Cloth
$19.95

Brophy •

This guide builds on the ancient Rule
of Benedict to show us a new way
to live a spiritual life in the very
center of the world today, without
withdrawing from it. This new way
is centered in the ancient Rule, rooted in its
values, but attempts to redefine it for
seekers today; it suggests a practical model
upon which to build our own lives.

9781933346373
304 pp Paperback
$14.95

Now in
Paperback!

DON BROPHY
Brophy presents a moving
portrait of this strong-minded
woman who campaigned
for peace and struggled to
reform the church during
the turbulent 14th century,
and became one of our beloved
spiritual figures.
“Gripping and enlightening. Carefully
researched and passionately told.”
–Library Journal

bluebridgebooks.com

Meditate and Pray
with those most mysterious
of all created beings . . .

Mike Aquilina, author
of A Year with the
Church Fathers, has
compiled a year’s worth
of reflections on the
Nine Choirs of Angels;
their virtues, graces and
responsibility for all of
God’s creation.
With attention to every
detail, beautiful two-tone
binding, ribbon marker and
gold edges, A Year with the
Angels invites you to discover
our unique relationship with the
Angels—especially those Angels
assigned to love and protect us
during this life on earth.

“RICH AND TIMELESS
TEACHINGS ON THE ANGELS”

Read more reviews and features at www.NewCatholicBooks.com

– Scott Hahn
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Children’s Books
Book helps children work
through death, lingering
grief of losing loved one
Reviewed by Shelley Braeuner

H

olidays, birthdays and other
milestones remind us of
missing loved ones. This is
just as true for children as it is for
adults. However, children lack the
experience to deal with loss is a
healthy way.
There are many ways parents,
teachers and other adults can help
the children in their lives deal with
loss. One very helpful book is “I Will
Remember You: My Guide Through
Grief.” This book helps children
deal with the death of a loved one
from the moment of death through
the long-term effects of grief.
The book begins with a note to
parents or care-givers. Written by
Kim Schuler, a certified school counselor, the note discusses grief in

from Staff Reports
children. Like adults, grief is a different experience for each individual. It is important to help the child
through this process in a healthy
way. In addition to working through
the book with the
child, it is important that the child
see adults deal
with grief in
healthy ways.
While there are
many books in the
market that deal I Will Remember You
with children’s
by Kimberly B. Schuler
grief, “I Will Re- Pauline Books & Media
$10.95, 144 pages
member You”
ISBN 978-0819837042
helps the child in
a uniquely Catholic way. An entire
chapter is dedicated to explaining
the Catholic view of death as a separation of the body and soul. It reassures the child that someday the
child will see the loved one again,
even if it isn’t for a very long time.
The book discusses the Catholic
tradition of praying for the dead,

the viewing and the funeral mass.
“I Will Remember You” is set up
for a single child’s use. The book is
designed as a workbook with simple line drawings that the child can
color. Each section includes a short
reading, puzzles and games and
pages where the child records
thoughts, feelings or memories.
There are also projects for the child
to complete over time. One of the
long-term projects is creating a
memory box.
The memory box project threads
throughout the book. The child begins by decorating a box in the first
chapter. Additional chapters suggest items to add to the box, including recordings of the loved one’s
voice, pictures of special times,
even letters to the loved one. The
child, along with a caring adult,
goes through the memory box on
special days such as Christmas,
Easter and both the child’s and the
departed one’s birthday.
Throughout the book, the child is

Catholic Best Sellers

encouraged to talk with adults and
to recognize the difference between
healthy normal grief and unhealthy
grief. For example, it is normal to
feel angry when someone dies.
That’s okay. However, it’s never
okay to hurt people or animals or
break things. If the child ever feels
tempted, he or she is encouraged to
talk to a parent, guardian or
teacher.
Just like there is no “right” way
to grieve, there is also no timeline
for grief. So while the book ends at a
year, the child is encouraged to continue talking, expressing, praying
and most of all remembering the
love shared with the departed person.
“I Will Remember You” is more
than just a workbook for grief. As
the child fills out the pages, the book
itself becomes a memorial to a loved
one who lives eternally with God.
Shellie Braeuner M.Ed is a freelance writer and author of “The
Great Dog Wash.”
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Chicken Soup for the Soul: Christian Kids by J. Canfield & M. Hansen • Liguori Publications • 978-1935096139
Stories to inspire, amuse and warm the hearts of Christian kids and their parents.
Catholic Prayer Book for Children by Julianne M. Will • Our Sunday Visitor • 978-1592760466
Helps children ages 6 to 10 discover the beauty of prayer and encourages them to form the lifelong habit of praying.
Called to His Supper, Revised by Jeannine Timko Leichner • Our Sunday Visitor • 978-1592762996
This clear and joyful introduction to the Eucharist includes hands-on activities and sound doctrine.
Welcome, Children! by Jean Buell • Pflaum Publishing Group • 978-1935042726
Activities to develop understanding of the Mass are arranged in an easy-to-follow sequence.
Handbook for Today's Catholic Teen by Jim Auer • Liguori Publications • 978-0764811739
Covers traditional topics (doctrine, practices, and prayers) and serious contemporary issues (violence, media, sex).
Getting Confirmed by A Redemptorist Pastoral Publication • Liguori Publications • 978-0764800481
A collection of questions and answers for those preparing for the sacrament.
Making Things Right, Revised by Jeannine Timko Leichner • Our Sunday Visitor • 978-1592761579
Designed for the classroom or at home, this book helps children prepare to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
FAQs about Confirmation by Christina Bigatel Durback • Pflaum Publishing Group • 978-1933178479
Appealing, easy-to-read with straight answers to Confirmation candidates’ most commonly asked questions.
Your Child’s First Confession by A Redemptorist Pastoral Publication • Liguori Publications • 978-0892436569
Helps parents clarify their approach to the sacrament and provide creative support to children during the preparation period.
The Mass Book for Children by R. Gortler & D. Piscitelli • Our Sunday Visitor • 978-1592760756
Teaches young children the parts of the Mass and shows them why participating is an experience of love.
Your Child’s First Communion by A Redemptorist Pastoral Publication • Liguori Publications • 978-0892433285
A clear, straightforward guide for parents in a friendly, magazine-style format.
Ablaze by Colleen Swaim • Liguori Publications • 978-0764820298
Stories of daring teens who decide to live their lives with extraordinary virtue, even when faced with difficult situations.
Why Am I Here? by M. Kelly & H. Mitchell • Beacon Publishing • 978-0984131808
A story about becoming the-best-version-of-yourself.
Handbook for Today's Catholic Children by Francine O'Connor • Liguori Publications • 978-0764810138
This booklet entertains, informs and inspires children in the ways of the Catholic faith.
Jesus Brings Us Life by A. Heffernan & A. Flanagan • Pauline Books & Media • 0819839604
A complete preparation for second and third grader participation in their First Penance and First Eucharist.
Chicken Soup for the Soul: Christian Teen Talk by J. Canfield & M. Hansen • Liguori Publications • 978-1935096122
Christian teens share their stories of support, inspiration and growing up.
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Music & Entertainment News
‘Touched by an Angel’ star
creates animated DVD
series for preschoolers
By Christopher Fenoglio

MALIBU, Calif. With the goal to
“uplift and remind little children
that God loves them” while teaching them valuable lessons,
“Touched by an Angel” star Roma
Downey is producing a series of animated DVDs for pre-school aged
children.
She told New
Catholic Books &
Media recently that
she got the idea for
the series from a
traditional Catholic
prayer (“Angel of
God, my guardian
dear…”) which she
DOWNEY
said every night as
she put her three children to bed.
Downey voices the prayer at the
start of each DVD, which calls
down eight little angels to watch
over four-year-old twins Alex and
Zoe. The angels come to life when
the children need them the most,
helping guide them through the
challenges of their young lives.
In the first two DVDs, the angels
teach Alex and Zoe about the ABCs

7

from Staff Reports

and animals. Each of the angels
has a special talent or gift, which
reminds the children that each of
them is special in their own way.
For example, Michael is the boss
who solves problems, Gabriel announces everything with a trumpet
blast, Haley knows all about animals and Deana checks facts
quickly on her tablet computer.
The first two DVDs have been released exclusively to Christian
bookstores, with wider distribution
planned for the spring with the release of the third DVD. There will
be 15 DVDs released over the
next five years,
along with ancillary products like
books, dolls, a Little Angels bible
and apps for the
iPad and iPhone.
“The beauty of this show is that
it teaches on a few different levels,”
Downey said. “It encourages both
practical life skills and traditional
values. The angels are a reminder
that God is present in our lives and
never leaves us.”
That reminder is meant as a
starting point for parents as they
begin to explain Christianity to
their children. The enjoyment of
watching the angels and learning

6
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simple Bible stories will foster good
discussions in the home, she said.
Downey and husband Mark Burnett are parishioners of Our Lady
of Malibu Catholic Church. One of
her two brothers is Father John
Downey, a priest in County Derry,
Ireland, whom she calls her
“brother father.”

Mother of nine children
releases fifth CD about
life stories and changes
NASHVILLE, Tenn. When Marie
Bellet started writing and recording her own songs, she wanted to
tell other mothers that they are not
crazy or alone.
“My music is about the drama of
everyday life – staying in love,
going through the day’s routine,”
said Bellet, who with her husband
Bill are the proud parents of nine
children. “My writing began mostly
as an alternative to rearranging the
furniture. It has become my way to
encourage those who want to rebel
against the self-centered misery of
our time. To make sacrifices for
marriage and children is not stupidity or victimization. It is the noblest thing we do.”
Her new album “Everything
Changes,” her fifth since 1997, in-

-
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cludes 14 songs that relate to different phases of motherhood. The exhilaration of a newborn baby, the
serene chaos of a household crawling with children and the measured
panic of sending a child off to war
are just a few of the heartfelt topics
she addresses.
As Bellet sings in one of her
songs, despite the many changes
parents face, they should always
“give (their children) what is good,
show them what is beautiful, teach
them what is true.”
“These songs reflect the changes
wrought by
launching
kids out into
the culture
wars, learning
not to take
troubles personally,
rolling with
reality and resting in the rhythm of
perseverance,” she wrote about the
CD. “A close friend of mine gave me
a quote from John Henry Newman
who said ‘To live is to change, and
to be perfect is to have changed
often.’ What a glorious relief that
quote is for me.”
“Everything Changes” was released on November 1 on All Saints
Day. It is available from Ignatius
Press and at www.mariebellet.com.
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IXOO\SURGXFHGÀOPWKDWLVGLUHFWHGE\*LDFRPR&DPSL
RWWLGLUHFWRURIWKHDFFODLPHGÀOPV%DNKLWD)URP6ODYH
WR6DLQWDQG6W*LXVHSSH0RVFDWWL
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6HUYDQWRI$OO
KLVVSHFLDOGRXEOH'9'
ILOP SDFNDJH LQFOXGHV
DQ DFFODLPHG QHZ ILOP RQ
WKHJUHDW$UFKELVKRS)XOWRQ
6KHHQ6HUYDQWRI$OODORQJ
ZLWKILYHRIKLVPRVWSRSX
ODU WHOHYLVLRQ SURJUDPV
IURPKLVUDWHG79VHULHV
/LIH LV :RUWK /LYLQJ )RU
GHFDGHV)XOWRQ6KHHQZDVD
VKLQLQJ H[DPSOH RI ZKDW LW
PHDQVWRVHUYH*RGDQGPHQ+LV79VHULHVUHDFKHG
PLOOLRQYLHZHUVZHHNO\DQGKLVSURIRXQGZRUGVZHUH
FDSWXUHG LQ RYHU  ERRNV 0LOOLRQV ZHUH LQIOXHQFHG
E\WKHZD\KHOLYHGDQGWKHZLWQHVVRIKLVSHUVRQDOUHOD
WLRQVKLSZLWK*RG7KLVSRZHUIXOQHZILOPLQWURGXFHV
WKHJUHDWELVKRSWRDQHZJHQHUDWLRQWKDWQHHGVKLVLQ
VSLULQJH[DPSOHRIORYHIRU*RGDQGQHLJKERUUHYHDOLQJ
KRZ6KHHQ·VSUROLILFOLIHDQGZRUNVFRQWLQXHWRLQVSLUH
WKRVH ZKRVH OLYHV KH IRUHYHU FKDQJHG 7KH ERQXV ILYH
ILOPVIURPKLVDZDUGZLQQLQJ79VHULHVSUHVHQW6KHHQ
KLPVHOI ZLWK KLV XQLTXH FDSWLYDWLQJ WHDFKLQJ VW\OH RQ
WKHFUXFLDOLPSRUWDQFHRIIDLWKORYHDQGVSLULWXDOLW\ 
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'HIHQGHURIWKH,PPDFX
ODWH&RQFHSWLRQ
KH LQVSLULQJ VWRU\ RI
WKH KRO\ )UDQFLVFDQ
SULHVW DQG WKHRORJLDQ ZKR
ZRQ D IDPRXV GHEDWH
DJDLQVW WKH 'RPLQLFDQV LQ
WKH WK FHQWXU\ DV KH GH
IHQGHG 2XU /DG\·V JUHDW
SULYLOHJH RI KHU ,PPDFX
ODWH&RQFHSWLRQSUHSDULQJ
WKH JURXQGZRUN IRU WKH
&KXUFKWRODWHUGHÀQHWKDWDVDGRJPDRIWKH&DWKROLF
IDLWK 6KRW LQ EHDXWLIXO DQFLHQW PRQDVWHU\ ORFDWLRQV LQ
(XURSH6FRWXVLVSUHVHQWHGDVDFRXUDJHRXVDSRVWOHRI
WKH )DLWK DJDLQVW WKH RSSUHVVLYH DQWL&DWKROLF JRYHUQ
PHQWLQSRZHU$QLPSRUWDQWÀOPIRU$PHULFDQVVLQFH
WKH,PPDFXODWH&RQFHSWLRQLVWKH3DWURQHVVRIWKH86$
WKLV DFFODLPHG IHDWXUH ÀOP VWDUV ,WDOLDQ DFWRU$GULDQR
%UDLGRWWLDV%OHVVHG-RKQ'XQV6FRWXVZKRZDV%HDWL
ÀHGE\-RKQ3DXO,,7KHÀOPZRQPDMRUDZDUGVIRU%HVW
0RYLHDQG%HVW$FWRUDWWKH,QWHUQDWLRQDO&DWKROLF)LOP
)HVWLYDO
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Movie Reviews
The Mighty Macs (2011)
“The Mighty Macs” (Freestyle) is
the fact-based story of a women’s
basketball team from a Catholic
college who, through the grit and
determination of their rookie coach,
get a shot at the national title.
This old-fashioned, familyfriendly film is “Sister Act” without
the singing, “Rocky” with basketballs, and “The Trouble with Angels” with Ellen Burstyn in the
Rosalind Russell role of the mother
superior.
The year is 1972, the feminist
movement is picking up steam, and
change is in the air. For Cathy
Rush (Carla Gugino), 23 and recently married, this means searching for a role to play beyond that of
dutiful housewife to her husband,
Ed (David Boreanaz). A star basketball player herself, Cathy missed
out on her own chance for glory, as
her college eliminated the sport.
Against Ed’s wishes, Cathy takes
a job at Pennsylvania’s Immaculata
College (now University), run by
the Congregation of the Sisters,
Servants of the Immaculate Heart
of Mary. The stern mother superior,
Mother St. John (Ellen Burstyn),
has no time for sports; she’s trying
to keep the school afloat, fighting
off appeals from the board and the
church to close its doors. Impatient

from the Catholic News Service and Staff
and irritable, she gives Cathy free
rein to build a team from scratch.
This is Cathy’s big chance and,
although not a Catholic, she is determined to fit in and succeed, inspiring a ragtag group of girls to
become a fighting force by believing
in themselves. They practice despite not having a court, with improvised uniforms fashioned from
nuns’ smocks.
Cathy’s faith never wavers, as
she hands out “We Will Be #1” buttons all over town. Help arrives in
the form of the youngest nun, Sister Sunday (Marley Shelton). Like
Cathy, she is struggling with her
vocation, trying to find her place in
a traditional world. She also shares
an interest in basketball. The two
bond, and Sister Sunday becomes
the assistant coach, drawing out
the older nuns to cheer the team on
at games.
Watch an ESPN feature on
Immaculata College and the
film’s trailer on our website at
www.NewCatholicBooks.com.
Against all odds, the “Macs” of
Immaculata College make their
way to their sport’s first-ever national championship game. Cathy
not only saves herself and her marriage, but the fortunes of the college
— melting the cold heart of Mother
St. John in the process.
Directed by newcomer Tim

Chambers, “The Mighty Macs” is a
feel-good movie offering lessons in
friendship, teamwork, trust and
perseverance. For the most part,
Catholicism is treated with respect,
but it serves more as a colorful
backdrop than a source for commentary.
Sister Sunday provides some
harmless comic relief. She lends
Cathy a habit so they can qualify
for free tickets on United Airlines.
(“Second nun flies for free.”)
Explaining her call to the reli-

gious life, Sister Sunday expresses
her love for Jesus. “That whole
Cana thing?” she observes, “Jesus
just wanted everyone to have a
good time.”
The entire family will have a good
time at “The Mighty Macs.” The
Catholic News Service classification
is A-I — general patronage. The Motion Picture Association of America
rating is G — general audiences. All
ages admitted.
Joseph McAleer is a guest reviewer for Catholic News Service.

TELLING THE

CATHOLIC STORY
FROM THE

INSIDE OUT
Archbishop Timothy Dolan of New York is arguably the
most important Catholic leader in the American Church
today. Through exclusive and in-depth interviews with
renowned journalist John Allen, Archbishop Dolan shares
his insightful perspective in a series of conversations on
the present and future of Catholicism. In A People of Hope
Dolan is transparent, capturing an upbeat, hopeful,
afﬁrming Catholicism that’s the untold story about the
Church today.
Available now wherever books and eBooks are sold.
For more information, please visit ImageCatholicBooks.com
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