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T

o commemorate his beatification on May 1, this special
issue of New Catholic Books
& Media looks at many of the new
books on the life, ministry and papacy of Blessed John Paul II.
Word Among
Us Press released
in April “The Gift
of Blessed John
Paul II: A Celebration of His Enduring Legacy,” by
Donald Cardinal
Wuerl.
Circle Press recently released “Living Miracles:
The Spiritual Sons of John Paul the
Great” by Randall J. Meissen. In
this book we meet a one priest who
underwent a “second conversion”
after concelebrating Mass with the
pope, another who had his first lifechanging brush with spiritual
greatness when Cardinal Karol Wojtyla went kayaking on a modest
Michigan lake, and another who
knew he was called to the Catholic
priesthood when, through the confusion of a teeming crowd, a remarkably peaceful Pope John Paul
met his gaze and held it.
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Just released by Pauline Books
& Media is “Blessed John Paul II:
Be Not Afraid.” Written for children
ages 9-12, the book is from the Encounter the Saints Series and tells
the story of the man whose message
to the world throughout his pontificate was “Do not be afraid.”As the
publisher writes, this is a “message
every child needs to hear as they
try to be a true follower of Jesus.”
Another book for young people
was recently released by St. Mary’s
Press. “My Dear Young Friends:
Pope John Paul II Speaks to Teens
on Life, Love and Courage” is a collection of 52 weekly reflections
based upon the pope’s messages to
young people gathered at annual
World Youth Day celebrations.
This month the editors of Life
magazine will publish “Pope John
Paul II: Toward Sainthood,” a new
illustrated biography of the pope.
Using text and extraordinary photographs, including some shared with
LIFE by Karol Wojtyla’s old friends
in Poland, the book captures many

of the great events of the 20th century in which the pope sometimes
played a crucial role. The collection
includes photos from the celebration
of the 2000 Jubliee year at the Vatican and his extraordinary funeral.
The Reverend Billy Graham
writes in his moving foreword to
this book: “Few individuals have
had a greater impact–not just religious but socially
and morally–on
the modern
world. He will
stand as the most
influential moral
voice of our time.”
Polish publisher Wydawnictwo
M Sp.z.o.o. recently released Kindle
editions of some of its popular titles
about the pope. Look for “A Retreat
with the Blessed John Paul II” by
John Paul II and Stanislaw Dziwisz, “Prayers of the Blessed John
Paul II to Our Lady” by John Paul
II and “1001 Things You Should
Continued on page 10...

Catholic Book Publishing Corp.
Celebrates 100th Anniversary
TOTOWA, N. J. — This year the
Catholic Book Publishing Corporation is celebrating the 100th anniversary of its founding by John
V. Cavalero on 12th Street in New
York City in 1911.
Orphaned through a tragic car
accident and equipped with only a
fifth-grade education, Cavalero
grew the company with the help of
many family members, including
brothers George and Louis.
Under their direction and hard
work, Catholic Book Publishing
prospered in the printing and binding industry, working primarily
with religious orders. In 1937 the
company relocated to two floors of
a nine-story facility on West 17th
Street, eventually expanding to be
the building’s sole occupant with
its first printing of the Missal for
Sunday Worship.
Work on their Douay-Rheims
Bible began in 1945, culminating in

the publishing of the first edition in
1949. John’s son Howard, a graduate of the University of Notre
Dame, was instrumental in developing and launching the St. Joseph
Sunday Missal in 1950 and soon
thereafter the Daily Missal. As the
company grew to more than 300
employees, children’s books were
added in 1955 and the first Baltimore Catechism was added in 1961.
With the change to vernacular
English mandated by Vatican II,
sales of books in Latin plummeted,
causing most Catholic publishers
to close or change their publishing
strategies. In 1969 Catholic Book
Publishing voluntarily downsized,
selling off equipment and laying off
a large number of the staff.
The remaining staff, including
Anthony Buono who celebrated his
50th year with the company in
2007, worked to develop liturgical
Continued on page 2...
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BERRYVILLE, Ark. — Recording
artist John Michael Talbot certainly earns his nickname the
“Techno Monk.”
From his many digital video
posts, his Facebook page with
more than two million views, and
the use of QR codes in print ads
(see back page), Talbot has embraced new technology and social
media to promote his
music and
ministry.
As further
evidence, on
Easter Sunday he released his
Worship and Bow Down
new album by John Michael Talbot
Available on iTunes and at
“Worship
www.JohnMichaelTalbot.com
and Bow
$20 • 17 Songs • CD
Down” first
on iTunes, almost two months
ahead of the actual CD release
(scheduled for June 21). Samples
of each of the 17 songs can also be
heard on his website at
www.JohnMichaelTalbot.com.
Included in this album is Talbot’s new “Mass of Rebirth,”
which he wrote specifically for
the new Roman Missal translation that churches will begin
using at Advent. Talbot’s Mass
was written in a “contemporary
chant” setting.
“We have a beautiful heritage
of chant in our church, which we
have neglected,” says Talbot. The
new music is arranged so the
“people in the pews” can sing
along. The music can also be sung
a capella when choirs want to
“dress up” a song.
There are new settings for all
elements of the Mass (Kyrie, Gloria, Agnus Dei, etc.) as well as
settings for the Hail Mary, the
Jesus Prayer and a portion of the
Lectio Divina.
“No one bridges the two musical
worlds of Catholic liturgical music
and contemporary Christian music
like John Michael Talbot,” says
Continued on page 2...

John Michael Talbot’s new album of liturgical music...
Continued from page 1.
John Lamb, publisher of Oregon
Catholic Press (OCP). “Like he did
with ‘The Lord’s Supper’ many
years ago, this new recording will
bring the beauty of the Mass and
the new translation of the Roman
Missal to many, many ears and
hearts. Similarly, the songs are
vintage John Michael Talbot: scriptural, melodic and very musical –
just beautiful.”
Many of the songs on this album
will be included in the new hymnal
published by OCP this fall.
The album’s title track “Worship
and Bow Down” is a prayerful entrance hymn. “Nothing is Impossible” is a song of encouragement
that speaks to the discouragement
and confusion of politics. “Hind
Feet in High Places” is a non-liturgical anthem based on Matthew
Chapter 24 that offers a message of
encouragement and hope. The song
“Breathe” calls to mind peaceful,

prayerful moments in church, especially right before Mass.
Talbot is introducing the new
music at nearly 150 concert dates
at churches and concert halls
around the country. According to
his press agent, the tour favorites
are the new compositions “Hail
Mary,” “Breathe,” “In Remembrance,” and “Jesus Prayer.”
Raised in a Methodist family (his
grandfather was a traveling Methodist minister and singer), Talbot
started the band Mason Proffit as a
teen with his brother Terry. During
the late 1960s and early 70s the
band opened for rock stalwarts Pink
Floyd and the Grateful Dead.
He left the band in 1973, going
through a spiritual journey that led
him to convert to Catholicism and
begin singing Christian music. His
albums have sold more than four
million copies since the mid-1970s.
He was inspired by St. Francis of
Assisi to create the Brothers and

Sisters of Charity, a monastic community in Berryville, Ark. About
forty people (single people and families) live in at Little Portion Hermitage while another 500 members
live in their homes worldwide.
You can find Talbot’s fan page on
Facebook; his Twitter account is
@JMTalbot. Music videos and concert performances from his entire

career can be found on his YouTube
channel at www.youtube.com/John
MichaelTalbot.
The “Techno Monk” will continue
his high-tech ways next month. The
radio debut for “Worship and Bow
Down” is set for June 13, 2011 on
SIRIUS Satellite’s “Sounds from the
Spires,” found at the digital radio
channels SIRIUS 159 and XM 117.

100th Anniversary...
Continued from page 1.
books in English. Despite the uncertainty and constant changes in
the Church during this time, the
St. Joseph New American Bible and
the complete Lectionary were released in 1970, followed by the first
complete Sacramentary in 1974
and the four-volume Liturgy of the
Hours in 1975. Three years later
the company launched its first fullcolor St. Joseph Picture Book. The
100th book in this series, named
after the company’s patron saint,
will be released in 2011.
Today the company is run by
third generation Cavaleros –
Howard, Robert, Joan and Fran,
along with fourth generation Dale
and their dedicated staff. Now
headquartered in Totowa, New Jersey, Catholic Book Publishing acquired Resurrection Press in 2000,
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a trade publisher of contemporary
spirituality, healing and parish resource. In 2003 it added the World
Catholic Press imprint to the
Catholic Book Publishing family.
In addition to its liturgical books,
bibles, prayer books and classics,
the company continues to develop
new products, such as padded puzzle books in vibrant colors with foil
stamping, “Carry-Me-Along” Board
Books, Tab books, and Rattle books
for young children. In response to a
frequently-voiced need, Catholic
Book Publishing released in 2005 a
large-print edition of its four-volume Liturgy of the Hours.
The company will mark its centennial anniversary with the publishing of the twentieth book in its
Spiritual Life Series and a commemorative edition of Day by Day
with St. Joseph.
Distribution
Each issue is distributed to more than
25,000 readers at churches, schools,
libraries, conferences and bookstores
across the country. See our distribution
map at www.NewCatholicBooks.com.
Subscriptions
Individual subscriptions are $10 a year.
All parishes, schools, libraries, bookstores and non-profit organizations
qualify for a free single subscription to
this publication. Complete the form at
www.NewCatholicBooks.com or
request a form by sending a fax toll-free
to (800) 298-3151.
Bundle Sales, Bulk Subscriptions
Catholic bookstores, parishes, book
clubs, libraries and other groups may
purchase bundles of 50 copies for distribution to customers and parishioners. For more information, visit the
subscriptions area of our website at
www.NewCatholicBooks.com.

Studio Time. John Michael Talbot (right) shares a laugh with long-time production
engineer Brent King during the mixing of his new album “Worship and Bow Down” at
a recording studio on Nashville’s famed Music Row. Photo by Christopher Fenoglio.

The New Roman Missal
It’s time to choose your edition of
the The Roman Missal with the new
English translation of the Mass.
Make that choice extraordinary with
World Library Publications.
Choose from our 9 x 12 Deluxe
Edition case bound in durable genuine
leather with gilded page edges or our
Value Edition case bound in bonded
leather.
Large print text on natural
parchment-colored paper
make text throughout the
book easy to read, even in
low light.
Learn more by calling
today!
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New Releases
God in Action

Marriage: Small Steps, Big Rewards

By Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Doubleday Religion
$22.99 • 222 pages • ISBN 978-0307590268

By Dr. Ray Guarendi
Servant Books
$14.99 • 148 pages • ISBN 978-0867169850

Unafraid to tackle the moral questions dividing American life, Cardinal George defines a unique
American Catholic conscience and
discusses the social and political
responsibilities that Catholics need
to embrace.

Written by a marriage counselor,
this book guides couples to better
communication through ten small
steps – lessons you learned in grade
school – like listening, saying
you’re sorry and using manners.

The Bad Catholic’s
Guide to the Seven
Deadly Sins
A Vital Look at Virtue and
Vice, with Quizzes and
Activities for Saintly
Self-Improvement

Staying Faithful Today
“All Generations Will Call Me
Blessed”
By James J. Drummey
C. R. Publications, Inc.
$10.95 • 144 pages • ISBN 978-0977609932

A book with one hundred questions
and answers about the Blessed Virgin Mary, it aims to clear up misunderstandings about Mary and
her indispensable role in salvation
history.
Recovering Faith: Stories of
Catholics Who Came Home
By Lorene Hanley Duquin
Our Sunday Visitor
$14.95 • 176 pages • ISBN 978-1592768783

Illustrates the personal journeys of
18 well-know Catholics who have
come back to their faith. Features
stories about Martin Sheen, Dean
Koontz, Clarence Thomas, Danny
Abramowicz and more.

By Alfred McBride, O.Praem.
St. Anthony Messenger Press
$13.99 • 98 pages • ISBN 978-0867169898

Hilarious sketches of history’s
greatest saints and sinners,
theological insights, and cringeinducing quizzes of virtue and vice
so you can discover just how close
to the precipice you are. With
activities and adventures to help
you crawl your way back to solid
ground. Self-help has never been
so fun.

The author relies on research, advice from experts, personal stories
and Scripture to show how faithfulness to God, yourself and others is
possible in a world that is growing
increasingly resistant to accepting
God’s grace.

978-0-8245-2585-9
$14.95 paperback • 240 pages

Woman to Woman / Embracing
the Baby Within
By Rev. John Catoir, JCD; John T. Scully, MD
and Kimberly Scully, RNC
Society of St. Paul
$7.50 • 125 pages • ISBN 978-0818913273

The Bad Catholic’s
Guide to Good
Living

The first part is a collection of letters from mothers, some who
aborted their babies and some who
did not. The second part is written
by a husband and wife medical
team who answer questions most
asked by expectant mothers.

A Loving Look at the Lighter
Side of the Catholic Faith,
With Recipes for Feasts
and Fun
Jump right into this hilarious new
book and celebrate Catholicism in a
whole new way! And indispensable
resource for observing the feast days
of the saints, The Bad Catholic’s
Guide to Good Living unveils the
history and humor behind the
Catholic faith.

Great American Catholic Eulogies
Compiled by Carol DeChant
ACTA Publications
$29.95 • 410 pages • ISBN 978-0879464493

Fifty of the most memorable and
inspirational eulogies of American
Catholics, including John F.
Kennedy, Danny Thomas, Tim
Russert, Walker Percy, Phil Rizzuto, Erma Bombeck and more.
The Gospel for Children
Written by John J. Piantedosi
Illustrated by Ben Cioffic
New City Press
$13.95 • 64 pages • ISBN 978-1565483705

With easy-to-read text, simple
rhymes and colorful illustrations,
this book introduces preschool and
elementary-school-aged children to
Jesus through the major events in
his life.

Happy Catholic
By Julie Davis
Servant Books
$14.99 • 164 pages • ISBN 978-0867169744

A collection of posts from her popular blog, the author uses quotes
from Scripture, Pope John Paul II
and pop culture media like The
Simpsons and The Princess Bride
to show glimpses of God in everyday life.

978-0-8245-2300-8
$14.95 paperback • 240 pages

The Bad Catholic’s
Guide to Wine,
Whiskey & Song

Mining the Meaning of the Bible
By Sallie Latkovich, CSJ
Liguori Publications
$6.99 • 64 pages • ISBN 978-0764819827

A Spirited Look at Catholic Life
and Lore from Apocalypse to
Zinfandel

This simple guide helps middle
grade students get the meaning and
message of the Scriptures. A resource for pre-teens and Confirmation classes, it uses maps, tables and
timelines to enhance Bible studies.

A national bestseller! An intelligent
and church-loving introduction to
Catholic faith that explains the
difference between God and vodka,
and why Benedictines make the
best beer.

I Will Remember You
Written by Kimberly B. Schuler, MS, NCC, LPC
Illustrated by Mary Joseph Peterson, FSP
Pauline Books & Media
$10.95 • 144 pages • ISBN 978-0819837042

The Fathers Know Best

Through reflection, prayer, and specially designed activities, “I Will Remember You” helps children ages
7-12 understand death, funeral rituals, the grieving process, and what
to expect during the first year.

Mini-bios and quotations from the
early Church fathers, along with a
history of the dramatic spread of
Christianity, are used to illustrate
teachings on 50 topics, such as abortion, homosexuality and divorce.

Summer 2011

By Jimmy Akin
Catholic Answers
$24.95 • 450 pages • ISBN 978-1933919348

978-0-8245-2411-1
$14.95 paperback • 416 pages

www.ipgbook.com • 1-800-888-4741
orders@ipgbook.com

Read more reviews and features at www.NewCatholicBooks.com
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Book Reviews
Book misses complexities
of Pope John Paul II and
the world during his era
Reviewed by Agostino Bono, CNS

P

ope John Paul II was complex and nuanced as a man
and as head of the Catholic
Church. So were the world’s political situation and the church’s internal dynamics when Karol
Wojtyla was elected pope in 1978.
He was a key figure in the collapse of the communist-ruled Soviet empire and he set the church’s
tone for almost 27 years, orienting
its activity through the end of the
20th century and into the new millennium.
As the first non-Italian pope in
more than four centuries, he
brought a new outlook and a cultural framework to the Vatican for
understanding and configuring
Catholicism. Coming from communist-ruled Poland, John Paul also
brought an urgency to the struggle
for religious, political and personal
freedom in the Soviet bloc. Added
to this was his astute personal experience in living under — and negotiating with — communist
leaders, making him a wily politi-

from the Catholic News Service and Staff
cal strategist in the end game leading to the crumbling of the Iron
Curtain.
Describing his role in changing
world history and reorienting the
Catholic Church as it was trying to
find its feet after the Second Vatican
Council is a difficult and subtle task
worth pursuing.
But George
Weigel’s book,
“The End and the
Beginning,” is superficial despite
his qualifications.
Weigel wrote a
New York Times
best-selling biography of the pope The End and The
(“Witness to
Beginning: JPII
Hope”) and is the by George Weigel
author of several Doubleday
books on the mix- $32.50, 565 pages
ISBN 978-0385524797
ing of Catholicism
and politics in the public square.
He also is a major theoretician
among like-minded U.S. Catholics.
Much of the time, though, he is
more of a recording secretary. He
recounts what the pope said and
did from day to day rather than
provide astute analysis of papal activities. Other parts of the book
read more like a spiritual tract,
using the pope’s own faith as an ex-

ample of Catholic spiritual values.
Weigel’s attempt to shed light on
the Soviet bloc’s war against the
pope belabors what has been obvious for decades: The pope was seen
by Soviet bloc leaders as a major
threat to stability in their countries, requiring strong actions to
neutralize him. Even with the use
of declassified documents of Soviet
bloc secret services, though, he
fails to add anything new to the
key unanswered issue: Was
Mehmet Ali Agca, who seriously
wounded the pope in 1981, in the
pay of the Soviet Union or one of
its surrogates?
In some spots, Weigel shows little understanding of how the institutional church works, such as in
his discussion of the child sex
abuse scandal. He writes that the
failures are more the responsibility
of national bishops’ conferences
than of the pope.
It is true that Pope John Paul is
not responsible for the mushrooming of abuses as the overwhelming
majority of the cases happened before his election. At the same time,
bishops’ conferences aren’t responsible either and have much less
power than the pope to resolve the
crisis. A pope can remove a bishop
who has covered up abuses. A na-

tional bishops’ conference can’t. A
pope can tell a bishop what to do in
his diocese. A national bishops’ conference can’t. A national bishops’
conference can’t remove an abusive
priest from ministry. The pope,
through his Vatican agencies, can.
The 2002 prevention program
developed by the U.S. bishops, for
instance, wasn’t binding on individual bishops until it was negotiated
with the Vatican and approved by
the pope. Weigel is right in blaming
local bishops for not solving problems in their dioceses.
Throughout the book, Weigel
paints with too broad a brush,
hiding rather than illuminating
the complexities of this pope and
his times.
Agostino Bono is a retired CNS
staff writer and a former Rome
bureau chief.

Jewish conductor, Polish
pope forge unbreakable
bond of support, joy
Reviewed by Graham Yearley, CNS

I

n “The Pope’s Maestro,” distinguished conductor Sir Gilbert
Levine focuses his memoir on
his friendship and artistic partner-

“Finally, there is a book that makes the whole invisible spiritual
world come to life in the most extraordinary and vivid way.”
—Delilah, Nationally Syndicated Radio Host
For anyone seeking reassurance about meaning in their
life, nothing is more important than being reminded that
no one is alone. In The Invisible World, Anthony DeStefano
shows the truth of this by explaining the spiritual dimension
that surrounds us all. From the existence of angels
and demons, to the whereabouts of loved ones who have
passed, and even the presence and activity of God in our
lives, DeStefano helps readers embrace a certitude that
can give them a greater sense of the richness of life.
Anthony DeStefano is the author of the bestselling books
A Travel Guide to Heaven and Ten Prayers God Always Says Yes
To. Please visit his website at www.AnthonyDeStefano.com.

Available now wherever books and e-books are sold.

www.ImageCatholicBooks.com
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ship with Pope John Paul II. For
his services to the Vatican, the
pope named Levine a Knight Commander of the Pontifical Equestrian Order of St. Gregory the
Great, an immense honor to anyone but especially to a Jewish
American. From the start, the relationship between
these two men
would go in unexpected and spiritually rich
directions.
A series of
guest-conducting
assignments
brought Levine to
Krakow, Poland, The Pope’s Maestro
in 1987 to lead a by Sir Gilbert Levine
concert with the Jossey-Bass
Krakow Philhar- $27.95, 466 pages
ISBN 978-0470490655
monic. To his astonishment, after the first,
successful concert with the Philharmonic, Levine was asked if he
would become the musical director
of the orchestra.
This was an opportunity to become the only Westerner conducting in the Eastern bloc, in a
country where Jews had been murdered by the millions 40 years earlier. After some time to reflect
upon this opportunity, Levine accepted the job. He quickly learned
that phone tapping and surveillance was a part of life in the final
years of communist rule. But, despite the difficulties, Levine found
a new depth and purpose in his life
as a Jew in a place where the vestiges of Jewish life had been almost
completely destroyed.
An introduction to the archbishop of Krakow led to an invitation to the Vatican to meet the
pope. Warned by American officials
that meeting the pope would probably mean nothing more than a 10second photo opportunity, Levine
was surprised to be ushered into
the Holy Father’s office for a private, face-to-face conversation.
In that first encounter, Levine
found himself telling the pope that
he could be the force that would

heal the breach between Jews and
Christians. Moved by this encounter, the pope asked Levine to
conduct a concert celebrating the
first ten years of his papacy. The
concert was televised and was a
great triumph for Levine.
In the next 15 years, Pope John
Paul and Levine would create several groundbreaking and celebrated
concerts. Perhaps none was as moving as the concert that brought
Holocaust survivors, including
Levine’s mother-in-law, to the Vatican. Initially, Levine met with resistance from survivor groups who
still felt the church had not done
enough to save Jews during World
War II and were suspicious of this
invitation. The concert almost fell
apart several times, but eventually,
over 200 survivors would meet
Pope John Paul and listen to music
by Jewish composers in an auditorium at the Vatican.
“The Pope’s Maestro” is a quick
and entertaining read and it reminds us that in life there are a
few friendships where neither
party quarrels with the other and
the relationship brings nothing but
joy and support to both parties. If
“The Pope’s Maestro” were a work
of fiction we would never believe
such an unchallenged relationship
existed, but, in reality and by God’s
grace, such anomalies do occur, as
Sir Gilbert Levine amply proves.
Graham Yearley is a graduate of
the Ecumenical Institute at St.
Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore.

Book brings to life the
often tortuous process
leading to canonization
Reviewed by Graham Yearley, CNS

W

ith the sped-up process
for canonization granted
by the Vatican for Blessed
Pope John Paul II and Blessed
Teresa of Kolkata, Catholics and
other Christians might have begun
to think that declaring someone a
Continued on page 8...

John Paul II’s Last Book in Philosophy . . . Now in Print!
Karol Wojtyła
[Pope John Paul II]


Man in the Field
of Responsibility

Translation by
Kenneth W. Kemp and Zuzanna Maślanka Kieroń

Written while he was still Karol
Wojtyła and intended to be a collaboration, this brilliant and succinct work on the conception and
methodology of ethics remained
unfinished in 1978, when he was
elected Bishop of Rome.The work
was published in Polish (1991) and
Italian (2002). This is its first appearance in English.
Unlike his other works on sexual
ethics, here he subjects ethics itself
to analysis, presenting it as a reality
that has the human person, distinctly and uniquely, as its subject.

Here, in one handy and
easy-to-use guide, are the
most memorable and inspiring words from John
Paul II. It’s fully indexed.

Karol Wojtyła (Pope John Paul II), Man in the Field of Responsibility
ISBN: 978-1-58731-491-9, 112
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The Jesuit Guide to (Almost) Everything by James Martin, S.J. • HarperOne • 978-0061432682
Translates the essence of Jesuit philosophy into layman’s terms and suggests how to find God in all things.
To Bless the Space Between Us by John O’Donohue • Doubleday Religion • 978-0385522274
This collection of poetic prayers focuses on bringing God’s blessings into the liminal spaces of our lives.
Celebration of Discipline by Richard J. Foster • HarperOne • 978-0060628390
An exploration of the “classic disciplines,” or central spiritual practices, of the Christian faith.
Where There is Love, There is God by Mother Teresa • Doubleday Religion • 978-0385531788
Mother Teresa’s relationship with God and commitment to the poorest of the poor is powerfully explored in her own words.
The End and the Beginning by George Weigel • Doubleday Religion • 978-0385524797
This sequel to Witness to Hope includes a compelling account of John Paul II’s last years and insights to his legacy.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church (2nd Ed.) • Doubleday Religion • 978-0385508193
The official summary of Catholic belief regarding the Church creeds, sacraments, commandments and prayers.
Signs of Life by Scott Hahn • Doubleday Religion • 978-0385519496
Guides readers to a deeper faith through the Church’s rites, customs, symbols and traditional prayers.
Surprised by Hope by N.T. Wright • HarperOne • 978-0061551826
Biblical scholarship peels back medieval fabrications of heaven and hell, pointing faithfully to a resurrection of the body.
Catholic Bible Dictionary by Scott Hahn, Editor • Doubleday Religion • 978-0385512299
Draws from two millennia of scholarship to create an accessible and comprehensive tool for more rewarding biblical study.
Reasons To Believe by Scott Hahn • Doubleday Religion • 978-0385509350
Explanations to the most frequently raised questions about church teaching.
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Catechism of the Catholic Church • USCCB Publishing • 978-1574551105
The official summary of Catholic belief regarding the Church creeds, sacraments, commandments and prayers.
Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis • HarperOne • 978-0060652920
Clear, accessible discussion of Christian belief that shows common ground upon which all Christians can stand together.
Catechism of the Catholic Church • Doubleday Religion • 978-0385479677
The official summary of Catholic belief regarding the Church creeds, sacraments, commandments and prayers.
Verbum Domini: The Word of God by Benedict XVI • Word Among Us Press • 978-1593251932
Summary of the work done by the Synod of Bishops on the Word of God in the Life and Mission of the Church.
The Great Divorce by C.S. Lewis • HarperOne • 978-0060652951
During a fantastic journey through both Heaven and Hell, the reader sees the impact of one’s choices in life.
Parish Guide/Implementation of the New Roman Missal • USCCB Publishing • 978-1601370938
Practical resources to create the parish implementation plan, including bulletin inserts, homily helps and more.
The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis • HarperOne • 978-0060652937
A humorous exchange between two devils that delves into moral questions about good vs. evil, temptation and grace.
The Rite by Matt Baglio • Doubleday Religion • 978-0385522717
Journalist follows a Catholic priest through the latter’s training in Rome to become an exorcist.
The Complete C.S. Lewis Signature Classics by C.S. Lewis • HarperOne • 978-0061208492
Mere Christianity, The Screwtape Letters, The Great Divorce, The Problem of Pain, Miracles, A Grief Observed, more.
The Return of the Prodigal Son by Henri Nouwen • Doubleday Religion • 978-0385473071
Father Nouwen shares the deeply personal meditation that led him to discover the place where God dwells within.
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Tear Soup by P. Schwiebert & C. DeKlyen • ACTA Publications/Griefwatch • 978-0961519766
Winner the 2001 Theologos Book Award, this book helps youngsters grieve and cope with the loss of a loved one.
Called to His Supper by Jeannine Timko Leichner • Our Sunday Visitor • 978-1592762996
A guide for children to the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
Totally Lent - A Child’s Journey to Easter 2011 by Jean Larkin • Pflaum Publishing Group • 978-1935042457
For students in grades K-3 – engaging activities and pencil puzzles and games help develop and reinforce season concept.
Totally Lent - A Kid’s Journey to Easter 2011 by Alice A. Pfeifer, CSA • Pflaum Publishing Group • 978-1935042464
For students in grades 4-6 – engaging activities and pencil puzzles and games help develop and reinforce season concept.
Teen Prayers by Teens by Judith M. Cozzins • Pauline Books & Media • 978-0819874146
Offers teens three types of prayers they will find appealing – original prayers, prayers to saints, traditional prayers.
Bible for Little Ones Translated by Mary Nazarene Prestofillipo • Pauline Books & Media • 978-0819811660
Eighteen best-loved stories come to life in bursts of color and simple vocabulary.
Where is God? by Joni Oeltjenbruns • Pauline Books & Media • 978-0819883070
Rhyming text, playful pictures and hidden flaps lead preschoolers on an amusing search for God.
Catholic Faith Handbook for Youth by Brian Singer-Towns, General Editor • Saint Mary’s Press • 978-0884899877
Revised second edition of a clear, comprehensive guide to all things Catholic for young people.
The Catholic Youth Prayer Book by L. Krupp, M. Miller, & M. Shrader • Saint Mary’s Press • 978-0884899006
Helps youth understand the meaning of Christian prayer, as well as traditional and contemporary methods of prayer.
Catholic Connections Handbook for Middle Schoolers by J. Claussen, et al. • Saint Mary’s Press • 978-0884899945
Resource to help young teens learn the main aspects of our Catholic faith, including ways to put one’s faith into action.

Parenting with Prayer
Mary Ann Kuharski’s book “Parenting With Prayer” is an informative and fun read! With classic Catholic prayers like the Rosary
and Memorare, to the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy, the Commandments, Sacraments and much more, this Catholic
mother of thirteen children offers practical tips mixed with humor and insight.

Paperback. 190 pages. $10 + $5.95 S&H • Order online at www.ProlifeAcrossAmerica.org
All proceeds go to PROLIFE Across AMERICA. Since 1989 PROLIFE Across AMERICA’s Media Mission is to reach out
through billboard, radio and newspaper ads to people who may not be reached in any other way. Our ads create an “Atmosphere
of Life” in a “culture of death.” Totally educational (non-profit and non-political), PROLIFE Across AMERICA is committed to
bringing positive, persuasive messages offering information and alternatives - including adoption - and post abortion assistance
to those in need. For more information, please call 1-800-366-7773.
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Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica • Doubleday Religion • 978-0385479844 • USCCB • 978-1574558289
El resumen oficial de la fe Católica respecto a los credos Iglesia, los sacramentos, los mandamientos y las oraciones.
Juntos para Toda la Vida por Padre Joseph M. Champlin • Liguori Publications • 978-0892435937
Uno de los libros de preparación mìs utilizada matrimonio.
Catecismo Católico de Los Estados Unidos para los Adultos • USCCB Publishing • 978-1574559040
Incluye historias, la doctrina, cotizaciones, preguntas de discusión, y mi oración a llevar al lector a una fe más profunda.
Manual para el Católico de Hoy • Una Publicacion Pastoral Redentorista • Liguori Publications • 978-0764813221
Esta manual examina las creencias, practicas y oraciones de la fe catolica.
Manual de la Teologia para los Católicos de Hoy por Claudio Burgaleta, SJ • Liguori Publications • 978-0764817892
Una introducción basica a la teologìa para ayudarle a aprender la fe Católica.
De la Muerte a la Vida por Joseph Champlin • Liguori Publications • 978-0764812972
Este libro ayuda a un plan familiar, personalizar y producir una misa de funeral de entierro cristiano.
Un Nuevo Comienzo Aguilera por Alejandro Aguilera-Titus • Liguori Publications • 978-0764818363
La Cuaresma es un tiempo especial para ser guiados por el Espíritu en un re-encuentro con Jesucristo.
Manual para Entender y Participar en la Misa por Juan J. Sosa • Liguori Publications • 978-0764818004
Padre Sosa enseña que la misa es una celebración que puede cambiar la vida de las personas que participan.
La Vida en Cristo por Revs. Killgallon, Weber, Place and Maletta • ACTA Publications • 978-0879461935
Preguntas y respuestas de recursos para el enriquecimiento personal, RICA, la escuela secundaria y la educación de adultos.
Sopa de Lagrimas por Pat Schwiebert & Chuck DeKlyen • ACTA Publications/Griefwatch • 978-0972424165
Este premiado libro ayuda a los niños llorar y hacer frente a la pérdida de un ser querido.

Based on publisher reports of all orders—including orders from general interest, Catholic and Christian stores—in the U.S. and Canada during the
first quarter of 2011 for titles published by members of the Association of Catholic Publishers, Inc. © 2011 Association of Catholic Publishers, Inc.
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Continued from page 5.
saint is a quick business.
Bill Briggs, author of “The Third
Miracle: An Ordinary Man, a Medical Mystery and a Trial by Faith”
quickly puts that misapprehension
to rest. The canonization of Mother
Theodore Guerin, founder of the
Sisters of Providence of St. Maryof-the-Woods, Ind., and the subject
of “The Third Miracle,” took 106
years, from 1900 to 2006.
Anne-Therese Guerin was born
in Brittany, France, in 1798. Her
childhood was scarred by tragedy:
One brother was burned to death,
another died of a childhood disease,
her father was murdered by highway brigands as he was coming
home from campaigning with
Napoleon and her mother descended into a debilitating depression in response to these events. By
the age of 14, Anne-Therese was
the sole support and provider for
her sister, her mother and herself.
At age 20 in 1818, she entered
the Sisters of Providence and
proved to be a tough but fair administrator. In 1840, she was chosen to head a party of nuns sent to
the United States to open a convent in the wilderness of Indiana,
north of Terre Haute. They left
France July 27; Sister Theodore
Guerin would never see her mother
or sister again. After a rough Atlantic crossing, the sisters journeyed from New York to Indiana
by train, steamboat and carriage
and, finally, by foot to a remote
farmhouse owned by one Joseph
Thralls, arriving October 22.
Waiting with Thralls and his
family were four young girls eager
to join the order. All ten sisters lived
initially in the attic of Thralls’ cabin.
But, remarkably, within a year the
sisters had built and opened a
school and convent, despite the challenges of nature, which they named
St. Mary-of-the-Woods.
But Mother Theodore faced an
even more difficult challenge from
her local bishop who disputed her
property rights and control of the

• Joan

Chittister’s New Book •

order so bitterly that he eventually
removed her from her vows and
forbade contact between Mother
Theodore and the sisters. In time,
the bishop was
sent back to
France and
Mother Theodore
continued to build
a network of
schools and convents in a region
not noted from its
receptiveness to
The Third Miracle
Catholics.
She died at the by Bill Briggs
Books
age of 57 May 14, Broadway
$24, 333 pages
1856. The Sisters ISBN 978-0199734122
of Providence,
who had already started work on
the campaign to canonize Mother
Theodore in 1900, officially declared
their intentions on the 50th anniversary of her death in 1906.
When the Sisters of Providence
began their campaign, four miracles needed to be attributed to the
intercession of a potential saint.
Pope John Paul II, who canonized
more saints than any pope in history, lowered the number of miracles necessary to one for beatification and another for canonization. But the second miracle must
have taken place after the first
miracle is deemed official. It took
90 years for the Sisters of Providence to have their first case accepted as miraculous.
The Sisters of Providence had
two contenders for the second miracle. The first was Edward Mulkern, a devout Catholic educated by
the Sisters of Providence in Massachusetts, who suffered from a cancerous tumor in his throat the size
of a lemon. While he had had radiation treatments, he was healed at
a pace no physician could explain.
The second candidate, Phil McCord, was the chief engineer for
the convent at St. Mary-of-theWoods. Raised nominally as a
Protestant, McCord had no church
affiliation as an adult and did not
pray often. His eyesight was never

• Now

Simple Ways

An Invitation to
a Meaningful Life

Book captures tension,
culture of ‘60s and how the
Church changed forever
Reviewed by John Skelley

I

n the mid-sixties, with some
anxiety, I faced the prospect
that I would be required to
learn Latin phrases by heart in
order to become an altar boy. Despite the fact that I had heard
these phrases from the womb and
had tested my older brother two
years previous with the bookmarksized laminated study card provided, I was genuinely concerned.

A New Rosary & Chaplet CD
by recording artist Donna Lee

GUNILLA NORRIS

Towards the Sacred

This guide builds on the ancient Rule
of Benedict to show us a new way
to live a spiritual life in the very
center of the world today, without
withdrawing from it. This new way
is centered in the ancient Rule, rooted in its
values, but attempts to redefine it for
seekers today; it suggests a practical model
upon which to build our own lives.

9781933346359
160 pp Paperback
$12.95

bluebridgebooks.com
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ization, its setbacks and triumphs;
it is popular history at its most
lively and suspenseful.
But even better, it reassures the
reader that heroic virtue and
courage are not qualities exclusive
to the canonized. The men and
women who pray for intercession
and do not get their prayers answered, but who continue to believe that God is both merciful and
caring, are also worthy of our respect and awe.
Graham Yearley is a graduate of
the Ecumenical Institute at St.
Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore.

in Paperback •

The Monastery
of the Heart
JOAN CHITTISTER

9781933346342
240 pp Cloth
$19.95

good, but his right eye deteriorated
rapidly after an operation for
cataracts in 1998.
With a drooping eyelid and a
red, ulcerating eye, McCord faced a
corneal transplant operation with
little hope of success. Anxious and
desperate, McCord prayed in the
convent chapel for peace of mind
with a short, added petition for
Mother Theodore’s intercession. He
left the chapel calm and at peace
for the first time in weeks and felt
his prayer had been answered. The
next morning his eyelid no longer
drooped and the redness was almost gone. Within a few days his
eyesight was restored and the operation was canceled.
It might appear to outsiders that
the Vatican would be eager for miracle cases to promote a potential
saint’s cause and be happy to approve them. But the reality is that
cases sent to Rome for examination
have already been analyzed at the
local diocesan level very carefully for
any medical explanation that might
explain a sudden healing. At the
Vatican, the examination gets even
more scrupulous; experts are called
in and most cases are rejected.
“The Third Miracle” explains the
tangled, torturous path of the campaign for Mother Theodore’s canon-

A lucid and poetic primer for
prayer, meditation, and mindful
living. It offers a wide range of
accessible ways towards the
Sacred in our daily lives: With
Our Bodies, In Our Dwellings,
With Our Everyday Things,
and In Our Gratitude. No matter what
our spiritual background, these ways
are completely available to any of us.

Mario Elias and Donna Lee.
The Holy Rosary & The Chaplet off Divine Mercy.
Merccy.
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y
sical guitar by Lloyd Corle.
each mysterry off the roosarry.
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Then, just prior to my initiation,
voila! The mass was in English.
Whew. Thank God.
This was my introduction to
what Mark Massa
refers to as the
revolution. I’m
not sure the turning was a complete revolution
but there was certainly an acceleration of awareness.
Mr. Massa surveys several key The American
Catholic Revolution
storylines runby Mark S. Massa, S.J.
ning somewhat
Oxford Univ. Press
concurrently from $27.95, 244 pages
the mid- to late- ISBN 978-0199734122
sixties and beyond. Beginning with the clash of
historicism and classicism in the
crucible of Vatican II, he elaborates
on the activities of key characters
such as Gommer DePauw (Catholic
traditionalist), John O’Malley (historian) and Bernard Lonergan (theologian). The revealed tension sets
the tone for the rest of the book.
Historical scholarship had been
developing over the course of the
20th century and either by momentum and/or opportunity seemed to
reach a critical mass in Vatican II.
The repercussions of the declara-

tions and debates of the council
were informed by this new awareness and provide a theological backdrop for the responses to Humanae
Vitae, the Charles Curran Affair,
the saga of the Catonsville Nine
and the writing of Avery Dulles.
All of these topics are treated
thoroughly and for the most part
evenhandedly by Mr. Massa. The
exposition of the role that Fred McManus played in nurturing the
new liturgy was a revelation to me
as a layman. Perhaps that was a
source my parents were influenced
by. The scriptural references
(unique in the book) integrated
into the chapter on the Catonsville
Nine, seeming to intend to support
their actions, stretched the notion
of objectivity. The analysis of the
theological and scientific issues
concerning Humanae Vitae were
insightful and thought provoking.
There is much to learn here if
only for the chronology of these
events and how the thread of change
bound them all. The emerging role
of media in American life in the sixties allowed an unprecedented exposure to current events and certainly
promoted their importance in our
collective memory in a new and
perhaps more profound intensity
than in decades past.

Look! It’s a bird! It’s a
plane! It’s...Joan of Arc!
Reviewed by Shellie Braeuner

W

hy not? Comic books tell
the stories of heroes. Why
not use comic books to tell
the stories of Catholic heroes.
Pauline Kids offers a line of comic
books based on the lives of the
saints. The first book, “Saint Joan of
Arc: Quest for Peace,” follows Joan
in her transformation from a simple
peasant girl to the savior of France.
The graphic novel opens as Joan,
her mother and brother seek refuge
from the British forces at Mont St.
Michel. After instructions from God,
Joan travels the French countryside, rallying the people and finally
leading French troops to take back
their nation from the British.

Blessed JOHN PAUL II
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The story is a familiar one, but
the graphic novel gives it new life.
Joan lived in a very complex political age. After nearly a hundred
years of plague,
war and turmoil,
the French people
had little hope for
survival. The
country was split
between support
for the French
Dauphin (prince)
and the young
Saint Joan of Arc:
English King.
Quest for Peace
by Brunor and
In fact, this
complicated situa- Dominique Bar
Pauline Books & Media
tion gives rise to $8.95, 56 pages
the only drawback ISBN 978-0819871305
to the book. Dominique Bar, the author of the text,
explains the political situation in
detail. Bar was born and raised in
Belgium, a country situated on the
French border. He seems to have an
understanding of the situation that
only a native possesses. He uses the
political situation to highlight the
divine intervention needed for Joan
to succeed.
As an American, I am familiar
with the story of Joan, but a little
hazy on the total geo-political situation that made Joan necessary.
Continued on page 10...

Revolution or acceleration? Fifty
years later we see political and religious awakenings all over the world
as developing countries are experiencing a new awareness. Five hundred years ago, German theologians
at the Council of Trent wanted the
Mass in the vernacular. I thank
them for starting the revolution.
John Skelley is a layman.
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Continued from page 9.
While I learned a lot, I did find my
self referring to online encyclopedias for more detail.
The graphic illustrations carry
the reader through Joan’s life with
excitement. Brunor, the illustrator
is a graphic novel veteran. He
chooses the layout of each panel to
highlight the action. Even quieter
scenes, where Joan is simply talking to nobility, Brunor designs
each panel to show Joan’s tiny
stature and humility.
Younger children may find the
end of the novel disturbing when
Joan is burned at the stake by
Catholic priests. A short epilogue
explains that her trial was nullified,
and that many of the same people
who accused her in the English
court defended her during nullification. This is a good opportunity to
talk with older children about the
danger of gossip and spreading stories. This graphic novel is best offered to children ten and up.
Shellie Braeuner M.Ed is a freelance writer and author of “The
Great Dog Wash.”
In 1790, the first Catholic bible
was printed in the United States
under the encouragement of
Bishop John Carroll of Baltimore.

munications,” which was published
by the Vatican publishing house.
In his almost 27-year pontificate,
Pope John Paul “was known for his
communicative gifts,” the authors
wrote. After analyzing both the
pope’s work and his communication
style, the authors concluded that a
principal theme of Pope John Paul’s
pontificate was “the person of
Christ, who not only reveals/communicates the salvific plan of the
Father, but reveals/communicates
man to himself in the light of this
divine revelation.”
For Christians, all of salvation
history involves social communications, including the relationship of

Book focuses on JPII’s
communication style
By Nicole Coia

V

ATICAN CITY (CNS) – Pope
John Paul II’s ability to communicate was not primarily
a result of his experience as an amateur actor, but was an expression
of his theology, said the authors of
a new book.
In his speeches
and writings,
whether the audience was religious
or not, the late
pope continually
emphasized the
role of Jesus
Christ as both the
JPII: Development
creator of words
of a Theology of
and as the embod- Communications
iment of the
by Dr. Christine
Word, the authors Mugridge, SOLT and
Sr. Marie Gannon, FMA
said at a roundEditrice Vaticana
table discussion Libreria
$29.95, 296 pages
when the book
ISBN 978-8820980412
was published in
2008.
Christine Mugridge, a member of
the Society of Our Lady of the Most
Holy Trinity, and Salesian Sister
Marie Gannon wrote “John Paul II:
Development of a Theology of Com-

the first disciples with Christ, the
authors wrote. The disciples came
to know Christ as “not only the
bearer of the words of life, but as
the Word of life,” they wrote.
Communication of the faith is
necessary in order to effectively
bring others to encounter Christ
and to remain in communion with
Christ, the authors wrote, and
studying the communications of
Pope John Paul demonstrates how
well he understood that.
Mugridge and Sister Gannon
wrote that Pope John Paul was a
model communicator whose work
deserves consideration for excellence in social communications.

Blessed John Paul II books...
Continued from page 1.
Know about the Blessed John Paul
II” by Tomasz Krolak.
In September, Rizzoli Books will
release “Love is the Explanation of
Everything: 365 Meditations with
the Pope” written by Pope John
Paul II. The book will provide daily
meditations centered upon the essential thoughts of the pope on
questions of faith and conscience.
Liguori Publications has one of
the largest backlist of titles about
Pope John Paul II. The titles include

“Lent and Easter Wisdom from Pope
John Paul II,” “Advent and Christmas Wisdom from Pope John Paul
II” and “Stories of Karol – The Unknown Life of John Paul II.” Also
available are many titles related to
his love of praying the rosary and
the Stations of the Cross. Look for
“Testimony of the Cross – Meditations and Prayers of John Paul II,”
“The Stations of the Cross with Pope
John Paul II” and “Mysteries of
Light – Meditations on the Mysteries of the Rosary with John Paul II.”
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Book says late pope kept
sense of fun in final years
By Jonathan Luxmoore, CNS

W

ARSAW, Poland (CNS) —
Pope John Paul II sang
and made jokes even at
the end of his life, said a Polish
archbishop who was one of the
pope’s personal secretaries.
“The pope loved to laugh and
could play innocent pranks,” said
Archbishop Mieczyslaw Mokrzycki
of the Latin-rite Archdiocese of
Lviv, Ukraine. “He wasn’t exuberant and didn’t collect information,
and he preferred to listen rather
than talk. But he also noticed it
when you’d had a hard day or were
in bad mood. He would wink at you
and smile.”
The archbishop spoke to
Poland’s TVN 24 about his book,
“He Liked Tuesdays Best,” about
life with Pope John Paul. He said
that on Tuesdays during the papacy, Pope John Paul often would
make discreet, unreported excursions outside Rome.
Archbishop Mokrzycki said the
pontiff was addicted to fresh air
and insisted on keeping his Vatican apartment windows open, even
in cold weather.
The late pope rose regularly at 5
a.m. to watch the sunrise and “also
liked sunset, during which he often
cut himself off and became immersed in prayer,” Archbishop
Mokrzycki said.
“When he had a worry, he’d sit on
the terrace to pray in solitude. You
could always count on him to remember you in his prayers. His secretaries placed the cards left in the
Vatican with prayer requests on his
chapel kneeler, and he read them
all,” said the archbishop, who was
ordained a priest in 1987 and named
to his Vatican position in 1996.
In the book, recently translated
into English, Archbishop Mokrzycki said he was often asked to sing
Polish folk songs by the pope, who

“very much missed” his homeland,
watched Polish TV news daily and
supported Krakow’s local soccer
team.
Pope John Paul also loved cakes,
although nuns in the papal household tried to control his weight.
“The sisters
didn’t usually
serve dessert
since the Holy Father was fighting
(becoming) overweight, but he
had such a sweet
tooth he often signaled a request to He Liked Tuesdays
them,” said Arch- Best
bishop Mokrzycki. by Archbishop
“We all knew the Mieczyslaw Mokrzycki
and Brygida Grysiak
sign — he didn’t Wydawnictwo M Sp.z.o.o.
have to say any- $19, 183 pages
ISBN 978-8375952797
thing. Without
even looking at
the nuns, he’d draw a circle with
his finger on the tablecloth and
keep on drawing it.”
Archbishop Mokrzycki said the
pontiff found it “very hard” to accept his growing incapacity with
Parkinson’s disease, during which
he had to be helped with washing,
dressing and eating.
“When he tried to stop his hand
shaking and found he no longer
could, he’d get irritated and hit the
chair hard, as if wanting to say,
‘Why is this happening?’” Archbishop Mokrzycki said. “We sometimes saw him do this during
general audiences. Watching him, I
realized how much he must be suffering. He’d always been strong,
with so much energy and such an
active life. Now, he had to get used
to another, weaker self.”
The archbishop said Pope John
Paul was “fully conscious” April 2,
2005, the last day of his life, blessing visitors and saying farewell to
the dozen closest friends at his bedside.
He added that the pontiff’s face
changed in his final moments and
was “beautiful, smooth and without
creases” at his death.
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