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In the book publishing industry,
the top positions of the best-
selling book charts are usually

populated by the hot new books,
fueled by book tours and personal
appearances by the authors.

The books of C. S. Lewis, how-
ever, remain perennial favorites
among Catholic readers, despite
the fact that he died in 1963.

According to the Association of
Catholic Publishers, many of C. S.
Lewis’ works are consistently
among the best-selling paperbacks
every month. In the paperback
charts (see page 6), “The Screwtape
Letters” is #1, “Mere Christianity”
is listed at #3, “The Great Divorce”
is #7 and “The Complete C. S.
Lewis Signature Classics” is #8.

By comparison, “Mere Christian-
ity” appears at #31 in the Evangeli-
cal Christian Publishers Association
(ECPA) Top Sellers list and #46 in
the Christian Booksellers Associa-
tion (CBA) Top Sellers list.

His works are so popular that a
“C.S. Lewis Bible,” combining NRSV
text with selections from Lewis’
works, goes on sale this month.

So why do his books continually
place among the best sellers every
month?

Gregg Hodge, the founder of Clas-

sic Tutor (www.ClassicTutor.com),
an e-learning system inspired by the
works and life of C. S. Lewis, says
Lewis remains relevant because he
understood that the greatest ques-
tions about life remain the same
from one generation to the next.

“I think his popular-
ity with 21st century
readers can in part be
located in his rare abil-
ity to blend truly sub-
stantive considerations
of the human condition
with a remarkably per-
sonal and compelling tone,” says
Hodge.

“He reasons with the clarity of
your favorite college professor, pres-
ents with the authority of your most
revered mentor, and sympathizes
with the intensity of your most val-
ued friend. Whether you love con-
templative reading, an engaging
storyline, or just a good vigorous de-
bate, Lewis has something for you.”

Indeed, Lewis wrote best-selling
books in many different genres:
children’s literature (The Chroni-

cles of Narnia), fiction (The Great
Divorce); Christian apologetics
(Mere Christianity), satire (The
Screwtape Letters), and science fic-
tion (Space Trilogy), to name a few.

A few of his books have also been
adapted into movies. “The Dawn
Treader,” the third film adaptation
from “The Chronicles of Narnia,”
opens in theaters December 10.

But even without the popular
films, Lewis’ books consistently
attract readers with clear explana-
tions of key elements of our Chris-
tian faith.

“C.S. Lewis presents a vigorous
and rigorous defense of traditional
orthodox Christianity in a language
that is at once both profound and
lucid without ever failing to be ac-
cessible to the average reader,” says
Joseph Pearce, associate professor
of literature at Ave Maria Univer-
sity in Florida. He is a literary biog-
rapher of many famous Christian
writers and the author of “C. S.
Lewis and the Catholic Church.”

Lewis’ books help readers delve
Continued on Page 2...

CINCINNATI, OHIO – A book pro-
gram led by best-selling author
Matthew Kelly wants to help
Catholics “live with passion and
purpose” in order to “bring spiri-
tual vitality back into the Church.”

Through his Dynamic Catholic
Institute, parishes can purchase
Kelly’s 313-page book “Rediscover-
ing Catholicism” at a heavily-dis-
counted price of $2 per book. This
program, according to Kelly, is
much more than selling one title.

“Only one percent of Catholics in
the U.S. read a Catholic book last
year, and I think that is tragic,” he
writes in a recent e-mail interview.
“It seems ‘Rediscovering Catholi-
cism’ is touching many people, but
more than that I hope it gives peo-
ple an appetite for reading great
spiritual books.”

Many churches are choosing to
distribute books at Easter or
Christmas liturgies, which more

Catholics attend. “Thirty percent of
people at church on Christmas Day
only attend once a year, so it is our
only opportunity to engage them. It
would seem a shame to let them
walk away empty handed.”

Even Catholics who
grew up in Catholic
schools and still regu-
larly attend Mass have
questions. “There are
so many people who are
disillusioned about the
faith. Their hearts and
minds are filled with questions.
They deserve answers to their
questions, because without those
answers they may never discover
the life God intended for them –
and that would be a tragedy,”
writes Kelly.

For more information about
Dynamic Catholic’s Parish Book
Program, visit the website at
www.DynamicCatholic.com.

Book Examines
Reporting of
Abuse Crisis
By Julie Asher

WASHINGTON, D.C. (CNS) –
Greg Erlandson decided to write
a book on the clergy sex abuse
crisis because the secular media
kept raising questions about
Pope Benedict XVI’s handling of
cases in their coverage of a new
wave of clergy sex abuse in dioce-
ses around the world.

For him, there
was a “genuine
curiosity about
what’s going on.
... It wasn’t just
a bishop in this
diocese or a
bishop in that
diocese, but now
it was about the
pope and his
credibility,” said
Erlandson, pres-
ident and pub-
lisher of Our
Sunday Visitor
Publishing Co.
in Huntington,
Ind.

“As I dug into it, I felt there
was a big chunk of the story that
wasn’t being reported and part of
it was not getting the perspective
it deserved,” he said.

Erlandson and Matthew Bun-
son co-wrote “Pope Benedict XVI
and the Sexual Abuse Crisis:
Working for Reform and Re-
newal,” published by OSV.

The authors review the pope’s
work as a priest and theologian,
his years heading the Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of the Faith
as Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, and
the “pivotal and personal role” he
has played in the church’s re-
sponse to the abuse scandal.

They highlight the cases of
some of the most notorious U.S.
priest-abusers and cover the in-
ternational scope of the scandal.
They report on the pope’s efforts
“to help, heal and reconcile with
those who have been hurt”
through concrete measures, in-
cluding his private meetings with
victims, and spiritual ones, such
as prayer and penance.

Continued on Page 2...
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C. S. Lewis remains popular with Catholic readers...
Continued from Page 1...
deeper into matters of faith, provid-
ing a framework for rational expla-
nations about God’s presence and
the redemptive grace of Christ’s
sacrifice. While a full understand-
ing of these mysteries remains elu-
sive and necessitates belief with
faith, this does not dilute the per-
suasiveness of Lewis’ writings.

“Lewis believed that there is no
conflict between faith and reason
but that, on the contrary, one is ul-
timately essential to the other,”
says Pearce. “In this profoundly
Catholic insight, he is in harmony
with Pope John Paul II in his
timely and timeless encyclical,
‘Fides et ratio,’ and with the pres-
ent Pope, whose ‘Regensberg Ad-
dress’ centered on the necessity of
the harmony of faith and reason.”

“Such harmony,” continues
Pearce, “is rooted in the history of

Catholicism, from St. Paul and St.
Augustine to St. Thomas Aquinas
and John Henry Newman. Lewis is
part of this living tradition of faith-
ful reason, or rational faith, and, as
such, he is popular among thinking
and articulate Catholics.”

This harmony of faith and rea-
son is well illustrated in Lewis’s
classic “Mere Christianity” when he
explains the incarnation of God on
Earth in the person of Jesus Christ
with two Greek words for “life.” He
makes a distinction between bios,
meaning natural life, and zoe, “the
spiritual life which is from God
from all eternity, and which made
the whole natural universe.”

Christ comes to save the fallen
human race, whose bios is dying, in
order to infuse his own zoe, which
can never die. Lewis further illus-
trates the point with the analogy
that man is like a tin soldier who

of the greatest Christian writers,
such as his “intelligence, of course,
and his imagination; but also his
utter honesty and openness and ob-
jectivity and love of being.”

He adds that “Lewis just tells
the truth as he sees it, and ends up
being original. He does what
Thoreau advises: “Read not the
Times, read the eternities.”
Chesterton says if you marry the
spirit of the times you will soon be-
come a widower. If you seek and
find and communicate ‘the perma-
nent things (as Lewis does),’ you
are permanently relevant.”

can only be brought to real life, bit
by bit, by the presence of Christ.

This analogy resonates with
Catholics’ belief in the presence of
Christ in the Eucharist and words
from the Gospel of John: “I am the
living bread which has come down
from heaven. Anyone who eats this
bread will live forever.” (John 6:51)
In fact, the “sacramental view of
Christianity” is reiterated by Lewis
throughout the book.

Author Peter Kreeft, who has
written a number of books on
Lewis for Ignatius Press, says that
personal qualities make Lewis one

Book examines reporting...
Continued from Page 1...

When a series of reports in THE
NEW YORK TIMES and other media
criticized the pope for alleged inac-
tion on sex abuse cases, Vatican au-
thorities emphasized that it was the
pope who, as Cardinal Ratzinger,
pushed for harsher measures
against abusers and made it easier
for the church to defrock them.

News reports on Germany’s un-
folding abuse crisis implied that the
pope, when he was archbishop of
Munich, had allowed an abusing
priest to be reassigned to ministry.
Then-Archbishop Ratzinger allowed
the priest, from a neighboring dio-
cese, to come to Munich for treat-
ment. But another church official
reassigned him without the future
pope’s knowledge, archdiocesan and
Vatican officials confirmed.

For Erlandson, the tipping point
was media coverage that wrongly
tried to link Pope Benedict to the
mishandling of the case of a Wiscon-

sin priest-abuser who victimized
scores of deaf students decades ago.

He wanted to know the truth
about the case. As he got deeper into
the story, he saw that “it isn’t that
the journalists are all wrong, it isn’t
that they have made up the story
out of whole cloth, but they were not
giving the full context,” he said.

Ongoing efforts by the Catholic
Church to address clergy sex abuse
are “getting very little play” in the
secular media, he said.

“The really grave damage being
done is that in the popular imagi-
nation the Catholic Church is syn-
onymous with pedophilia; to lazy
journalists that’s a stereotype – the
repercussions are far-reaching and
long-range,” Erlandson said.

He and Bunson have “tried to be
fair and complete” about the clergy
abuse crisis in their book, he said,
but defending the church’s progress
in addressing the scandal “is not a
popular opinion.”
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New Releases
Archbishop Wore Combat Boots
By Archbishop Philip Hannan • OSV Books
$24.95 • 384 pages • ISBN 978-1592766970

The autobiography of New Orleans
Archbishop Philip Hannan that
details first-hand accounts of
WWII, the Kennedy White House,
Hurricane Katina and other pivotal
events of the 20th century.

Good News in Bad Times
By John P. Lozano • ACTA Publications
$14.95 • 208 pages • ISBN 978-0984486809

Offers readers a unique response to
difficult situations: use crisis and
uncertainty as opportunities to grow
in both faith and personal strength.

Supporting Life:  The Case for a
Pro-Life Economic Agenda
By Michael D. Greaney • Economic Justice Media
$10 • 112 pp. • ISBN 978-0944997055

Starting from a pro-life perspec-
tive, this book looks at all the im-
plications of “choice” and the
economic pressures for abortion. It
then offers a principled and achiev-
able political strategy that sup-
ports human life and encourages
economic growth and stability.

Grace Before Meals
By Fr. Leo Patalinghug • Doubleday
$17 • 176 pp. • ISBN 978-0307717214

From the priest who defeated
Bobby Flay on Throwdown! comes
a cookbook filled with recipes and
inspiration to enhance your family
meals and family life.

Fifteen Faces of God
By Fr. Michael Manning • Doubleday
$18 • 208 pages • ISBN 978-0385531610

The exploration of fifteen New
Testament parables (Pharisee and
sinful woman, Good Samaritan,
etc.) shows readers how to see God
in our every day lives.

A 30-Day Retreat
By Fr. William C. Mills • Paulist Press
$16.95 • 162 pages • ISBN 978-0809146420 

A thirty-day cycle of scripture-
based reflections for individuals
who seek an intelligent, personal
retreat that provokes their spiri-
tual imagination without burden-
ing them with theological jargon.

The Second Book of Catholic Jokes
By Deacon Tom Sheridan • ACTA
$10.95 • 96 pages • ISBN 978-0879464257 

This collection of “clean, not mean”
jokes was gathered and polished by
the retired editor of THE CATHOLIC
NEW WORLD, the newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Chicago. Ex: Oppor-
tunity may knock once, but tempta-
tion bangs on the door forever.

In My Own Words
By John Henry Cardinal Newman
Edited by Brother Lewis Berry, CO • Liguori Pub.
$15.99 • 128 pages • ISBN 978-0764819100 

A timely compilation of Newman’s
own words on a wide variety of
subjects, this collection conveys the
heart of Newman’s teachings, story
and spirit, deepening one’s famil-
iarity with the man recently
beatified by Pope Benedict XVI.

Advent & Christmas – Wisdom
from St. Benedict
by Judith Sutera, OSB • Liguori Publications
$10.99 • 128 pages • ISBN 978-0764818837

Pairs Scripture readings for the
seasons of Advent and Christmas
with a daily selection from the
writings of St. Benedict. Encour-
ages readers to set aside time each
day to reflect upon a specific
Scripture passage.

Women, Sex and the Church: 
A Case for Catholic Teaching
By Erika Bachiochi • Pauline Books & Media
$19.95 • 272 pages • ISBN 978-0819883209

The contributors challenge the
common misconception that
Catholic teachings are anti-women
and anti-sex, relying on biological,
sociological, medical evidence, per-
sonal anecdotes and experience to
defend difficult Church teaching –
all from a pro-woman perspective.

Saints and Their Stories
by Maria Giraldo • Pauline Books & Media
$19.95 • 168 pages • 978-0819871343

This illustrated collection of biogra-
phies introduces young readers,
ages 7-10, to 18 popular saints.
Historical and biographical infor-
mation is enriched by cultural and
artistic traditions.

Jesus – Help in Every Need
By Kathryn J. Hermes, FSP & Christine S. Setti-
case, FSP • Pauline Books & Media
$5.95 • 144 pages • ISBN 978-0819839916

Stories from Scripture, true life
experiences and prayers from the
Christian tradition draw the reader
to look at life from a renewed per-
spective. You will be challenged to
make changes in your life, your
way of thinking and your choices.

Send Advance Reader Copies and
other information about new books,
music, films and new media to:

NEW CATHOLIC BOOKS & MEDIA
713 Wagon Drive
Nashville, TN 37221

stopherpublishing@gmail.com

All sent materials become the
property of Stopher Publishing.
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More than ten years in the making and in light 

of new and recently disclosed information, The End and 

the Beginning tells the untold story of the Pope’s 

decades-long battle with communism and brings to 

a close Weigel’s landmark portrait of a man who not 

only left an indelible mark on the Catholic Church, 

but also changed the course of world history.
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Well-Researched Book
on Heaven also Offers
Delightful Portraits

Reviewed by Peggy Weber, CNS

When my son was about 7, he
asked me the compelling

question: “Are there cheese curls in
heaven?” 

Well, Lisa Miller, the religion ed-
itor at NEWSWEEK, does not answer
that particular question. However,
she does present an incredibly well-
researched body of work in her
book “Heaven: Our Enduring Fasci-
nation With the Afterlife.”

She truly provides a broad and
comprehensive look at what people
and religions believe about life
after death. 

The author’s notes, bibliography
and index are 71 pages long. This
certainly should make one aware of
the depth of Miller’s research. 

However, even though her book
has scholarly merit, it also has a
delightful human touch. Miller in-
serts delightful portraits of the
people she interviews amid a lot of
information.

For example, she speaks with a
visual artist in New York City and
asks, “Do you believe in heaven?” 

“Oh no,” he replies. “I would like

to believe in, like, karmic retribu-
tion or divine justice, some of which
is implied by heaven. I would like
to believe that the people who cut
in line will get their just desserts,
but I don’t think they will.” 

She also interviews a Trappist
monk and Yale professor Pete
Hawkins who described heaven as
“a Bach concert that fills you up to
brimming – no matter how little
you know about classical music.” 

Jesuit Father
James Martin’s
interview is com-
pelling and Miller
is impressed. She
notes “He is living
proof that you can
believe in heaven
– and that you
can believe that
heaven is unbe-
lievable at the
same time.”

Miller spoke
with Muslims,
Jews, fundamentalist Christians,
Mormons and nonbelievers. She in-
cludes information about Zoroastri-
anism and the ancient Greeks. 

One learns a lot by reading this
book. But some of the research is
subject to interpretation. For ex-
ample, Catholics might quibble a
bit with some of her statements.

For example, she writes that
“the church was – and is – seen as
both the conduit for God’s love in
the world and a kind of intermedi-
ary institution, like a bank, to
which sinners make payments in
the form of prayers and penance –
and receive credit in the afterlife as
indulgences.” She concludes that
purgatory brought about the
Protestant Reformation. 

Clearly, Miller has taken on a
monumental task. She has delved
into a deep theological question
and emerged with a readable and
well-documented book.

And the reader will especially
enjoy the personal journey of Miller
as she looks into the question of
heaven. She writes: “At the begin-
ning of this book, I said I believed
that heaven was hope. I would now
amend that to say ‘radical hope’ – a
constant home for unimaginable
perfection even as we fail to achieve
it. As Emily Dickinson said, heaven
is what we cannot reach. But it is
worth a human life to try.”

Miller's book makes one hope for
heaven. And it makes one appreci-
ate all the people who are on the
heavenly journey – even those in
search of cheese curls.

Weber is social media editor for
Catholic Communications in the
Diocese of Springfield, Mass.

Book on Shakespeare and
Catholicism does Readers
a Disservice

Reviewed by Elizabeth Rackover, CNS

When this book first came to my
attention, I was elated. An ex-

ploration of the Catholic themes,
underlying or otherwise, in William
Shakespeare’s plays! I looked for-
ward to taking the journey along
with the author,
making the dis-
coveries with him,
and coming out at
the other end of
the book with a
new understand-
ing of what in the
Catholic world
might have influ-
enced, provoked,
informed and oth-
erwise inspired
the greatest play-
wright in the
world.

It is certainly unfair to take
issue with a book for not being
what one expected. That being
said, author Joseph Pearce has cre-
ated an admirably scholarly but
unfortunately heavy-handed mani-
festo in “Through Shakespeare’s

Book Reviews from the Catholic News Service and Staff

Through Shake-
speare’s Eyes
by Joseph Pearce
Ignatius Press
$19.95, 222 pages
ISBN 978-1586174132

Heaven
by Lisa Miller
Harper Collins
$25.99, 331 pages
ISBN 978-0060554750
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Book Reviews
Eyes: Seeing the Catholic Presence
in the Plays.”

In his painstakingly researched
and generously footnoted book,
Pearce does himself and his read-
ers a disservice. The book’s title in-
vites readers to explore the
Catholic presence in the plays, but
Pearce proceeds to present his par-
allels and linguistic coincidences as
obvious fact. Seeing the Catholic
presence is one thing; being told in
the first sentence of the preface
that “the historical, biographical
and documentary evidence for
Shakespeare’s Catholicism” is
given is quite another.

This is sheer hubris. Trying to in-
terpret, let alone pinpoint, Shake-
speare’s intent in word choice,
names of characters and venues,
source material, etc., is a question-
able enough endeavor. But the per-
ils of unshakable positivity about
any aspect of Shakespeare should
be obvious even to the amateur.

There are so few facts about
Shakespeare that there is all but a
free market on who (sometimes even
if) he was. I am amazed that anyone
can be so sure of his own theories
when 400-plus years have gone by
with scholars still disagreeing over
and scrutinizing every alleged
whisker on his alleged portraits.

Great riches
When Pearce relaxes his grip on his
thesis, his style becomes accessible
and interesting. Two chapters in
particular, “Shylock the Usurer”
and “The Right to Choose,” offer
great riches in understanding the
underlying animosity between Anto-
nio and Shylock (usury, not reli-
gion). The relationship between, and
attitude toward, Jews and money
lending in Shakespeare’s time is fas-
cinating. The process of choosing the
caskets will certainly be richer for
me, upon my next viewing of the
play, after reading this book.

His chapters on Hamlet, as well
as Lear and “The Tempest,” are sim-
ilarly endowed with gems of fasci-
nating information but flawed by a
strident insistence that these are
clues to Shakespeare’s faith.

This could have been a fine book
on a scholarly level, but it is undone
by Pearce’s overreach and tendency
toward bombast. Shakespeare didn’t
have to be Catholic to appreciate the
symbolism and beauty of Catholi-
cism, and to incorporate much of it
into his work. And since it’s a good
bet that arguments, “proofs” and as-
sertions will continue to swirl
around Shakespeare and his works
as long as there are people to study
and write about them, there should
always be room, and boundless re-
spect, for other opinions, debate and
discussion.

Rackover is a freelance writer.
She lives with her family in south-
east Michigan.

Authors Tell Story of
Remarkable Black Nun,
But Questions Remain

Reviewed by Rachelle Linner, CNS 

Sister Thea Bowman was a re-
markable woman, abundantly

blessed with love, faith, intelli-
gence, wit, empathy, devotion and
intensity.

This biography
(illustrated with
stunning photo-
graphs) was pub-
lished to coincide
with the 20th an-
niversary of Sister
Thea’s death in
1990. Sister Char-
lene Smith, a
Franciscan Sister
of Perpetual Ado-
ration like Sister
Thea, and jour-
nalist John Feis-
ter tell her story
with affection and admiration.

Born Bertha Bowman in 1937,
the only and much loved child of a
teacher-mother and physician-fa-
ther, she was raised in a close, nur-
turing African-American
community in Canton, Miss.

When she was 9 she asked for,
and received, permission to become
Catholic, and through her teachers
at the Holy Child Jesus School be-
came convinced of a vocation to the
Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual
Adoration. At 15 this courageous,
disciplined adolescent left home
and journeyed to La Crosse, Wis.,
to become an aspirant in a white
convent in a white church that
blithely assumed the superiority of
white ways.

Intercultural awareness
In 1966, during graduate studies at
The Catholic University of America,
Sister Thea became a founding
member of the National Black Sis-
ters’ Conference and began a peri-
patetic ministry of intercultural
awareness that, through music and
preaching, would bring the gifts of
black culture and spirituality to the
American church.

There is much to recommend this
book as an introduction to Sister
Thea, the context of her ministry,
and the love and hope she engen-
dered in family, friends, colleagues
and international audiences. 

Unfortunately, in an effort to
fully document her life, the authors
tell too much and show too little.

Still, it is impossible to read this
book without gratitude for the gift
of Sister Thea Bowman, silence in
the face of her humility and truth
telling, and sadness at her suffer-
ing and too-early death.

Linner, a freelance writer, lives
in Medford, Mass.

Thea’s Song
by Sr. Charlene Smith
and John Feister
Orbis Books
$28, 352 pages
ISBN 978-1570758683 
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Angelo Stagnaro

The Christian Book of the Dead
What do Catholics believe about the fate of the soul after death? This
fascinating book reveals the distinctively Catholic vision of the afterlife,
the soul’s destiny to be with Christ, and the meaning of the afterlife for
our lives today.

978-0-8245-2614-6
$16.95 paperback • 104 pages

www.ipgbook.com • 1-800-888-4741
orders@ipgbook.com

Joan Chittister, OSB

The Rule of Benedict
A Spirituality for the 21st Century
“By offering informed commentary that links St. Benedict’s rule with
contemporary questions (stewardship, relationships, authority, community,
balance, work, simplicity, prayer, and spiritual and psychological
development) Sr. Joan succeeds in her task of making an ancient document
accessible to a modern reading public.”  – New Oxford Review

978-0-0245-2594-1
$16.95 paperback • 328 pages • Color Illustrated



Hardcover
This Last Title
Month Month Author • Publisher • ISBN

1 - Where There is Love, There is God by Mother Teresa • Doubleday Religion • 978-0385531788
Mother Teresa’s own words describe her relationship with God and her commitment to the poorest of the poor.

2 1 Rediscovering Catholicism by Matthew Kelly • Beacon Publishing • 978-1929266081
Understanding the essence of authentic Catholic spirituality while facing important personal and Church questions.

3 7 Celebration of Discipline by Richard J. Foster • HarperOne • 978-0060628390
An exploration of the “classic Disciplines,” or central spiritual practices, of the Christian faith.

4 - The Notre Dame Book of Prayer by N.D. Office of Campus Ministry • Ave Maria Press • 978-1594711961
Collection of traditional and contemporary prayers, enhanced with short essays and photos of the Notre Dame campus.

5 4 The Rhythm of Life by Matthew Kelly • Beacon Publishing • 978-0743265102
By attending to our physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual needs, our sense of purpose will actually rediscover us.

6 3 The Jesuit Guide to (Almost) Everything by James Martin • HarperOne • 978-0061432682
Translates the essence of Jesuit philosophy into layman’s terms and suggests how to find God in all things.

7 5 The Dream Manager by Matthew Kelly • Beacon Publishing • 978-1401303709
Business parable about how companies can achieve remarkable results by helping their employees fulfill their dreams.

8 10 The Catechism of the Catholic Church (2nd Ed.) • Doubleday Religion • 978-0385508193
The official summary of Catholic belief regarding the Church creeds, sacraments, commandments and prayers.

9 6 The Seven Levels of Intimacy by Matthew Kelly • Beacon Publishing • 978-0743265119
Insights and everyday examples illustrate the art of loving and the joy of being loved.

10 9 Signs of Life by Scott Hahn • Doubleday Religion • 978-0385519496
Guides readers to a deeper faith through the Church’s rites, customs, symbols and traditional prayers.

Paperback
This Last Title
Month Month Author • Publisher • ISBN

1 2 The Screwtape Letters by C. S. Lewis • HarperOne • 978-0060652937
A humorous exchange between two devils that delves into moral questions about good vs. evil, temptation and grace.

2 4 Catechism of the Catholic Church (2nd Ed.) • Doubleday Religion • 978-0385479677 • USCCB • 978-1574551105
The official summary of Catholic belief regarding the Church creeds, sacraments, commandments and prayers.

3 1 Mere Christianity by C. S. Lewis • HarperOne • 978-0060652883
Clear, accessible discussion of Christian belief that shows common ground upon which all Christians can stand together.

4 - United States Catholic Catechism for Adults • USCCB Publishing • 978-1574554502
Comprehensive resource for preparation of RCIA catechumens and for ongoing catechesis of adults.

5 - The Gift of Years: Growing Old Gracefully by Sr. Joan Chittister • BlueBridge • 978-1933346335
Examines how it feels to be facing that “time of life for which there is no career plan.”

6 10 Handbook for Today’s Catholic – A Redemptorist Pastoral Publication • Liguori Publications • 978-0764812200
Updated edition includes new features and is divided into four sections: Beliefs, Practices, Prayers and Living the Faith.

7 5 The Great Divorce by C. S. Lewis • HarperOne • 978-0060652951
Throughout a fantastic journey through both Heaven and Hell, the reader sees the impact of one’s choices in life.

8 6 The Complete C. S. Lewis Signature Classics by C.S. Lewis • HarperOne • 978-0060653026
Mere Christianity, The Screwtape Letters, The Great Divorce, The Problem of Pain, Miracles, A Grief Observed, more.

9 - A Tremor of Bliss by Mark Judge • Doubleday Religion • 978-0385519205
A personal and historical examination of sex, Catholicism, and Rock ‘n’ Roll.

10 7 The Naked Now by Richard Rohr • The Crossroad Publishing Company • 9780824525439
Learning to see as the mystics see by praying continually, as scripture enjoins.

Celebrate the Advent and Christmas Seasons with These Special Gifts

Take a prayerful journey through Advent and the Christmas season with Emanuel, The Music of Christmas, a CD
with 16 favorite songs, including O Come O Come Immanuel, O Holy Night, The Beautiful Mother, Away in a
Manger, Silent Night, Child of Our Dreams and more. Recorded by the St. Henry Ensemble, Nashville TN. $15

Kristin and the Santa Secret is a heart-warming poem that gives the parents the faith-filled words and a simple
method to help answer the ultimate question asked by children every Christmas: “Is Santa Claus real?” Accord-
ing to the author, the answer “can be found within.” $10

Please send the total amount plus $3 shipping and handling for one item. Add $.50 for each additional item.
You can order online with a credit card at www.KristinAndTheSantaSecret.com. If ordering by mail, make
checks payable to Stopher Publishing and mail to Stopher Publishing, 713 Wagon Drive, Nashville, TN 37221.
Please allow two weeks for delivery.
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Children & Young People
This Last Title
Month Month Author • Publisher • ISBN

1 3 The Catholic Faith Handbook for Youth by Brian Singer-Towns • Saint Mary’s Press • 978-0884899884
Revised second edition of a clear, comprehensive guide to all things Catholic for young people.

2 2 Tear Soup by P. Schwiebert & C. DeKlyen • ACTA Publications/Griefwatch • 978-0961519766
Winner the 2001 Theologos Book Award, this book helps youngsters grieve and cope with the loss of a loved one.

3 1 Why Am I Here? by M. Kelly & H. Mitchell • Beacon Publishing • 978-0984131808
A story for children that helps them become the best version of themselves.

4 8 Handbook for Today’s Catholic Teen by Jim Auer • Liguori Publications • 978-0764811739
Resource that explores Catholic doctrine and prayers, but also tough issues like violence, media, sex and others.

5 7 FAQs About Confirmation by Christina Bigatel Durback • Pflaum Publishing Group • 978-1933178479
Straight answers to the most commonly asked questions by Confirmation candidates and sponsors.

6 10 Making Things Right by Jeannine Timko Leichner • Our Sunday Visitor • 978-1592761579
A guide for second, third and fourth graders to the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

7 9 Called to His Supper by Jeannine Timko Leichner • Our Sunday Visitor • 978-1592762996
A guide for children to the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

8 - Who’s Hiding? A Christmas Lift Book by V. Howie & K. Nagy • Liguori Publications • 978-0764819643
A lift-the-flap book for young children that tells a simple rendition of the traditional Christmas story.

9 - Welcome, Children! by Jean Buell • Pflaum Publishing Group • 978-0898371741
Activities for children that help develop an understanding of the Mass.

10 - Getting Confirmed – A Redemptorist Pastoral Publication • Liguori Publications • 978-0764800481
Examines Confirmation with a questions-and-answers section and a guide to realistic Christian decision making.

En Español
Este Última Título
Mes Mes Autor • Editor •ISBN

1 2 Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica • Doubleday Religion • 978-0385479844 • USCCB • 978-1574558289
El resumen oficial de la fe católica respecto a los credos Iglesia, los sacramentos, los mandamientos y las oraciones.

2 - Rito del Matrimonio • USCCB • 978-1601378149
Este libro ritual incluye el texto en español para el rito del matrimonio dentro de la Misa y fuera de la Misa.

3 1 Juntos Para Toda La Vida por Padre Joseph M. Champlin • Liguori Publications • 978-0892435937
Uno de los libros de preparación más utilizada matrimonio.

4 7 Manual para el Católico de Hoy – Una Publicacion Pastoral Redentorista • Liguori Publications • 978-0764813221
Esta manual examina las creencias, practicas y oraciones de la fe catolica.

5 5 Manual para los Catequistas de Hoy por Ginger Infantino • Liguori Publications • 978-0764818714
Este libro es para todos aquellos que han respondido al llamado de Dios a ser catequistas.

6   8 De la Muerte a la Vida por Rev. Joseph Champlin • Liguori Publications • 978-0764812972
Este libro ayuda a un plan familiar, personalizar y producir una misa de funeral de entierro cristiano.

7 - Manual para la Familia Católica de Hoy – Una Publicacion Pastoral Redentorista • Liguori Publications • 978-0764816659
Este manual describe la Palabra de Dios, la oración, la inmigración y otros temas importantes de la familia.

8 - Manual de Cristologia para los Católicos de Hoy por Claudio M. Burgaleta, SJ • Liguori Publications • 978-0764819421
Este libro examina la vida de Cristo a través de muchas interpretaciones diferentes en los evangelios y de los teólogos modernos.

9 - Lo que Debemos Saber sobre la Historia de la Iglesia por Charlene Altemose, MSC • Liguori Publications • 978-0764810398
Esta crónica de la historia de la Iglesia ayuda a los lectores estudiar los retos y cambios que la Iglesia de hoy de forma.

10 - Manual de la Teologia para los Católicos de Hoy por Claudio M. Burgaleta, SJ • Liguori Publications • 978-0764817892
Una introducción básica a la teología para ayudarle a aprender la fe Católica.

Catholic Best Sellers Association of Catholic Publishers, Inc.

Free! – Order NEW CATHOLIC BOOKS & MEDIA For Your Parish
Your parish can receive 50 free copies of the each new issue of NEW CATHOLIC BOOKS & MEDIA every
quarter. Just complete the “Parish Program” form online at www.NewCatholicBooks.com. You can also
request a form by sending an e-mail to stopherpublishing@gmail.com.

If your parish needs more than 50 copies, you can purchase a bundle. Each bundle of 50 copies
costs $25. You can save $10 by ordering four bundles (200 copies) for $90. Shipping costs are included.

Parishes can also purchase a bulk subscription of 50 copies. With a bulk subscription, you will receive a
total of 100 copies every quarter (January, April, July, October) for $90. Shipping costs are included.

Order bundles and bulk subscriptions on the same form when you join the Parish Program.
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Seeking - and Finding - God
in (Almost) Everything

Reviewed by Allan F. Wright, CNS

Jesuit Father James Martin, au-
thor of numerous books includ-

ing the best-seller “My Life with
the Saints,” draws primarily from
the writings of St. Ignatius of Loy-
ola and the wisdom of other Jesuits
to bring to life an abundance of
spiritual and practical insights for
living in today’s world full of com-
plexities and confusion. 

In “The Jesuit
Guide to (Almost)
Everything,” the
insights of St. Ig-
natius, a 16th-
century mystic
and saint, are
presented as rele-
vant today as
they ever were.
Through the skill-
ful writing and
pastoral nature of
Father Martin,
the Ignatian way
of “finding God in
all things” is made accessible to
scholar and layperson, believer and
nonbeliever alike on each page of
this book. 

Father Martin’s gift as a writer
and storyteller allows the reader to
feel right at home with the writ-
ings and thought of St. Ignatius,
who becomes a friend on the jour-
ney rather than an archaic, anti-
quated saint whose spirituality is
out of touch with the 21st-century
thinker. Quite the opposite.

Questions that confront all peo-
ple are addressed in this book in-
cluding: How do I know what I’m
supposed to do in life? How do I
make good decisions? How can I
face suffering? How can I find God?
How do I pray? How do I love? All
these questions and many more are
discussed through the lens of Ignat-
ian spirituality, which is at its core
very practical and useful no matter
what the generation or century. 

“The Jesuit Guide to (Almost)
Everything” does not shy away from
naming the foundation of St. Ig-
natius’ life, after his army injury,
which was his relationship and
commitment to follow Jesus Christ
and the teachings in the Gospel. Fa-
ther Martin does an excellent job of
repeatedly going back to the under-
pinning of all Catholic theology and
spirituality, which is Jesus himself.

Throughout the book, Father
Martin writes about aspects of Ig-
natian spirituality (the importance
of listening, for example), including
various quotes from St. Ignatius
himself. He also inserts quotes
from the Gospels or another Jesuit
saint, writer or colleague and then
draws from his life experience to

make the story come alive. These
life experiences are common to us
all and the gift in reading this book
is that in relating to the real-life
stories, we connect our sometimes
ordinary daily lives with the life of
faith that connects us to God. 

The wealth of spiritual insight
this book provides is enormous. Al-
though it’s more than 400 pages
might seem intimidating for the
average layperson, this user-
friendly book responds to the mul-
titude of questions that people ask
regarding faith, incorporating the
wealth of Scripture, tradition and
personal stories to make it an en-
joyable journey. Those who are ac-
customed to the way of St. Francis,
St. Therese of Lisieux or Blessed
Teresa of Calcutta will find a
friend in St. Ignatius.

Wright is academic dean of evan-
gelization for the Diocese of Pater-
son, N.J., and author of “Jesus in
the House” and “The Bible’s Best
Love Stories,” published by St.
Anthony Messenger Press.

Prayerbook Enhances
Daily Life with Prayers,
Essays from Notre Dame

Reviewed by Christopher Fenoglio

This book is much more than a
collection of common Catholic

prayers and new prayers written
for special occasions. “The Notre
Dame Book of Prayer” offers a
unique connection to the places,
the people and the educational
mission that embody the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame.

Unlike the well-
known student
prayerbook “Day
by Day,” this col-
lection was pub-
lished with the
broader Notre
Dame community
in mind. It suc-
cessfully extends
the spirit and mis-
sion of the Univer-
sity well beyond
its campus gates.

Divided into 12
sections, the book
explores different
facets of the human condition. There
are prayers for new endeavors (In
the Beginning), our work and study
(Work of Human Hands), our world
(Thy Kingdom Come), times of
struggle (Lord, Hear Our Prayer),
times of praise and celebration
(Glory and Praise to Our God),
parish life and sacramental mo-
ments (Upon this Rock) and others.

Each section is linked to a spe-
cial place on campus by a short an-
ecdote written by a professor,
alumnus or another member of the
Notre Dame family. Many of the

iconic places will be familiar even
to casual viewers of TV football
games, though a familiarity with
the campus does help with some of
the references.

The section is then introduced
by a short essay written by another
professor or member of the clergy.
These essays help elevate the book
from a simple collection to a re-
source that resonates with our per-
sonal lives.

For example, theology professor
Lawrence Cunningham writes in
his introduction to “Lord, Teach Us
to Pray” that he often tells students

that the very act of prayer, whether
a personal prayer or joined with
others in liturgical prayer, is an act
of faith. “The decision to pray in-
volves a fundamental conversion (a
turning) toward God and, in the
same moment, an aversion from
that which is not focused on God.”
This means, he writes, that “all
prayer, no matter how distracted or
rote, is good prayer.”

In another example, Carol Ann
Mooney ’77, the president of St.
Mary’s College, uses performances
of liturgical dance to illustrate how
that which we value as sacred can

Jesuit Guide to (Al-
most) Everything
by James Martin, SJ
HarperOne
$26.99, 432 pages
ISBN 978-0061432682
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The Notre Dame
Book of Prayer
by Notre Dame Office
of Campus Ministry
Ave Maria Press
$27.95, 320 pages
ISBN 978-1594711961

Book Reviews from the Catholic News Service and Staff

Wayfarers of Fate 
A Novel of the Spanish Civil War 
By John Steinbacher 
“Wayfarers of Fate is a gripping and emotional 
war story that has particular relevance 
today: its literary excellence and the deeper 
meaning given to the drama - “the struggle 
within the soul of a young man” and “the 
ceaseless warfare between many creeds of 
the modern day.”

Juan, Hilda, and Pedro, as the main dramatis 
personae; plus endearing minor characters; 
serve as an example and a warning to us who 
more than them are victims of ideologies, the 
struggles of power, nationalistic ambitions, 
secular and religious creeds, propaganda 
and manipulation - “a ceaseless warfare”.” 
          EDICIONES MARIENA 
        Puerto Rico 

- At bookshops and at www.amazon.com 
- IBSN 978-1-84748-088-0
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be found in so many different
forms, artistic and physical. It is in-
herent in our Catholic nature that
we do not divide “the sacred from
the physical realities.” She writes
“Our strong tradition of religious
art...is recognition of our human
need to engage not just our mind
but also our senses in our attempts
to understand and worship God.”

I often say that it has been a
very good year if I can spend some
time on the Notre Dame campus.
For me and for many others, sacred
and physical realities coalesce at
many points throughout the cam-
pus. This book helps, in a small
way, to connect again with this
special place through daily prayers
and essays that
inspire, challenge and comfort.

Fenoglio is the editor-in-chief of
this publication and a 1980 gradu-
ate of the University of Notre Dame.

History Explores 100 Years
of Charity and Justice

Reviewed by Mark Barry

The poor and powerless have al-
ways been around. Old Testa-

ment references start in Genesis,
while New Testament mentions are
scattered throughout its 27 books.

Society’s response to the needy
has changed significantly over the
years, in fact, over centuries. How
the Catholic Church and its Ameri-
can faithful have responded has
also changed.

In “Catholic Charities USA: 100
Years at the Intersection of Char-
ity and Justice,”
executive editor
Rev. J. Bryan
Hehir, Secretary
for Health and
Social Services for
the Archdiocese of
Boston, and his
team of Catholic
scholars and
Catholic Charities
activists explore
how “helping the
poor” evolved
from independ-
ently motivated
individuals “doing good” to today’s
fully-trained professionals. Equally
important, they explain, is why.

Hehir served as president and
CEO of Catholic Charities USA
from 2001 to 2003.

The origins of Catholic social
service in this country are traced to
the 1727 establishment of a New Or-
leans orphanage by Ursuline nuns.

In 1910, 183 years later, repre-
sentatives of more than 800
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Catholic social service operations
from across the nation gathered at
Catholic University to create the
National Conference of Catholic
Charities (NCCC), a forerunner of
today’s Catholic Charities USA.

The representatives came to-
gether, explained essayist David J.
O’Brien, “to make the distribution
of aid to needy families more effi-
cient, effective, and rational.”

Through its nine chapters, some
decidedly academic in their ap-
proach, the book’s authors provide
extensive insight into the theologi-
cal basis for providing for the needs
of the poor using papal encyclicals,
pastoral letters from U.S. bishops
and Scripture. 

Readers can also explore the so-
cial and political ups and downs of
the past 100 years that molded
Catholic Charities USA’s current
focus – what contributor Msgr.
Kevin Sullivan describes as “com-
passionately dealing with the lack
of basic human rights and further-
ing the exercise of these rights.”

One part theology and one part
history with a strong sprinkling of
real world application, these are the
elements of the Catholic Charities
USA story during the past 100 years.

Mark Barry MBA is a former
correspondent for THE TENNESSEE
REGISTER.

A Christmas Story with
Year-Round Values

Reviewed by Shellie Braeuner

Caldecott Honor winner Eric
Kimmel delivers a new Christ-

mas offering in “The Spiders Gift.”
The book fol-

lows the adven-
tures of Katrusya,
a young Ukrainian
girl who has been
told there will be
no Christmas. In
spite of the fam-
ily’s poverty,
Katrusya begs to
have a homemade
celebration. The
entire family pulls
together, finds a
tree, make ornaments and humble
Christmas feast.

But just when it looks like
Katrusya can pull off a Christmas
celebration, disaster strikes. The
perfect tree, the tree Katrusya chose
above all others, is covered in baby
spiders. Katrusya’s mother wants to
throw the tree out in the snow, but
Katrusya stops her.

The child points out that the
baby spiders would die in the cold.
In the spirit of Christmas, the

Continued on Page 10...
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Catholic Charities
USA: 100 Years
by J. Bryan Hehir
Liturgical Press
$19.95, 224 pages
ISBN 978-0814633397

The Spider’s Gift
by Eric Kimmel
Holiday House
$16.95, 32 pages
ISBN 978-0823417438

Celebrating Mother Teresa’s 100th Year
—Born August 1910

DoubledayReligion.com
Available now wherever books and e-books are sold.

“God is love and He loves you  and we are precious  to Him. 
He called us by our name. We belong to Him. 

He has created us in His image for greater things. God is love.” 
— MOT H E R  T E R ESA

Love is perhaps the word that best summarizes Mother Teresa’s life and message. God as love 

was the cadence of her life and the motivator for her life-long work in service to the poorest of the 

poor. This love of God and its centrality to her life is now powerfully explored in her own words 

in Where There is Love, There is God. Taken largely from her private lessons to her sisters and published 

for the fi rst time, Where There is Love, There is God unveils Mother Teresa’s extraordinary faith and 

surrendered life in an unprecedented way.



Continued from Page 9...
mother relents. When the family
returns from Midnight Mass, the
spiders are gone, but in their place
they leave a gift that shows their
appreciation.

Known for his retelling of folk
tales, Kimmel does a lovely job
bringing a traditional Ukrainian
story to western children. The
names, while unfamiliar, are easy
to read and don’t pose a problem for
reading aloud to children. The story
can be a great way to discuss the
true meaning of Christmas.

Katrusya doesn’t allow her fam-
ily’s poverty to get in the way of
celebrating. The mother explains
Ukrainian traditions in a way that
is easily understood by children.
Finally, the spiders, a revered crea-
ture in the Ukraine, give the most
magical, miraculous gift.

The book’s illustrator, Katya
Kenina, takes inspiration from tra-
ditional Ukrainian folk images and
artists. For instance, the dark color
palate is reminiscent of Roman
Bezpalkiv. Some of her images are
static, two dimensional and sharp,
reminding the reader of religious
triptychs. Others have a softer
edge that gives the impression of
more modern art. The paintings
work seamlessly with the story.
Shadows break over the spine and

bleed into the text. Brush marks
give depth and dimension to areas
with no images. The details Kenina
adds to the background give a good
cross section of traditional Ukrain-
ian cloth, icons and carving.

“The Spiders Gift” is the kind of
book that families can share all year
round. It makes a great starting
point for discussing family tradi-
tions and origins, because like a
good folk tale, families are con-
stantly growing and changing even
as they protect timeless values.

Shellie Braeuner M.Ed is a free-
lance writer and author of “The
Great Dog Wash.”

Forty Catholic Customs
and Their Biblical Roots

Reviewed by John Skelley

To be a Catholic is to be offered a
buffet of spiritual and liturgical

traditions only to be cautioned that
your religion is not a cafeteria.
Scott Hahn appears to have a
healthy appetite in this regard.

The poetic title of this book gives
way to a somewhat misleading sub-
title. The devotions we choose cer-
tainly allow us to “see beyond” to
the deeper truths and represent the
signs of a catholic life, but not all
devotions are created equal nor are

they all as easily sourced.
By using the word “customs” in

the subtitle, Mr. Hahn presents
sacramentals (incense, candles)
with the same structural (though
not necessarily
compositional)
weight as sacra-
ments. And by ar-
bitrarily choosing
the quantity by
an unconvincing
relationship to
the biblically sig-
nificant number
“40,” he has by
implication ex-
cluded some or
perhaps shoe-
horned one or two
in. Each essay is closed with a
quote by a religious, historical fig-
ure that in some cases eclipses the
essay (Retreats – Dorothy Day).

The author has an engaging
style with a clear emotional connec-
tion to his essays. In his introduc-
tion he shares a particularly
intense experience in his life in
which he attributes the resolution
of a crisis to a personal act of devo-
tion. He is thorough by including
attributions, biblical and otherwise,
throughout the text but the biblical
roots are sometimes stretched thin
(Indulgences). There are also other

bothersome limitations.
In the essay titled “Spiritual

Reading” he references seven spiri-
tual writers who are all male. To be
fair, he quotes St. Teresa of Avila
elsewhere and provides a sample by
Dorothy Day, as mentioned above,
but it would be more appropriate to
cast a broader net.

In the essay on “Candles” there
are eleven scriptural references but
only the Easter Vigil is cited as a
modern custom using candles. Omit-
ted are any mentions of baptismal
and marriage candles used at every
celebration of those sacraments.

There are several enjoyable es-
says. The overview of the signifi-
cance of water in scripture and
religious life in the piece on “Holy
Water” is thorough and thoughtful
despite the authorʼs flippant com-
ment that he keeps a “bottle of the
stuff in my office.” “Incense” is a
compelling exposition of the impor-
tance of sensory experience in de-
votional life and “Presence of God”
is a good sermon that begs for de-
velopment in another context.

This book reads better as a “per-
sonal favorites” than a survey or a
teaching guide and would require
careful discernment to sample it
for other uses.

Skelley is a liturgical musician,
songwriter and freelance poet.
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Signs of Life
by Scott Hahn
Doubleday
$23, 276 pages
ISBN 978-0385519496

Following in the
Footsteps of Jesus
Meditations on the Gospels for Year A
Jose A. Pagola
Pagola affi rms that we can best perceive 
the truth of the Gospel by meditating long 
on the words of Jesus. Heartfelt familiarity 
with the Gospels inspires us with his love 
for the world, builds up enthusiasm for the 
Kingdom of God, and makes room for his 
Spirit to rest in us. We are invited to begin 
or begin again with these meditations.

978-1-934996-23-2
French Flap, Library Bound, Soft Cover  $6.95

The Art of Purifying the Heart
Tomas Spidlik
This book deals with prayer and the
spiritual life, with the experience of grace 
and goodness through discernment of
evil and human passions in our everyday 
experience. Here is a beautiful invitation
to build our spiritual life through discern-
ment and prayer of the heart.

978-1-934996-18-8
French Flap, Library Bound, Soft Cover  $8.95

Opening your heart to the gift of God 

www.conviviumpress.com
sales@conviviumpress.com

(786) 866-9718

The Rosary Miracle Prayer
A new app from the Daughters of St. Paul

Choose from 18 sets of icons, stained glass windows, 



Greg Walton Captures
Four Unity Music Awards

ALBERTA, CANADA – Greg Wal-
ton and Matt Maher were big win-
ners at the recent 10th Annual
Unity Awards, produced by the
United Catholic Music and Video
Association (UCMVA).

Walton received four awards,
including Male Vocalist, Song and
Songwriter (tied) of the Year.

Maher was named Artist of the
Year and also won Pop/Contempo-
rary Song and Album of the Year.

Other winners include:
Female Vocalist of the Year: Sarah
Hart • Group of the Year: Ceili
Rain • New Artist of the Year:
Chris Bray • Song of the Year:
“Tune of Ignorance” by Greg Walton
• Songwriter of the Year (tie): Greg
Walton for “Tune of Ignorance” and
Bob Halligan, Jr. for “I’ll Find You”
• Liturgical/Sacramental Song of
the Year: “Panis Vere” by Brian
Flynn • Pop/Contemporary Album
of the Year: “Alive Again” by Matt
Maher • Devotional Album of the
Year: “Saint Songs” by Sarah Hart
• Spanish Album of the Year: “Un
Canto Nuevo” by Santiago Fernan-
dez • Praise & Worship Album of
the Year (tie): “Beyond the Veil” by
Brian Flynn and “The Worship
Album” by Chris Bray.

Catholic News Service
Film Classifications

Current Movies in Theaters
Alpha and Omega A-I
Devil A-III
Easy A O
Legend of the Guardians A-II
Resident Evil: Afterlife L
The Town O
Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps A-III
You Again A-II

The following classifications refer only
to the theatrical version of the films
below and do not take into account any
additional DVD content.

DVD and Blu-Ray Releases
James and the Giant Peach A-II
Just Wright A-II
Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs A-I
Letters to Juliet A-II
Prince of Persia: Sands of Time A-II
Robin Hood (2010) A-III
The Peacemaker A-III
The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants
(Part 1 - 2005) A-II
The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants
(Part 2 - 2008) A-III

Catholic News Service Classifications
A-1 – General patronage
A-II – Adults and adolescents
A-III – Adults 
O – Morally offensive
L – Limited adult audience, films
whose problematic content many
adults would find troubling.

Entertainment News
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LOGOS
An interdisciplinary journal for the 

serious Catholic reader.

Read sample articles by visiting our website

www.stthomas.edu/cathstudies/logos

“Clearly superior.”
- from the Council of 

Editors of Learned Journals

Available at your local bookstore or call 800-325-9521. Mention Source Code 11-341

 www.liguori.org • 1 Liguori Drive, Liguori, MO 63057-9999

New Titles from Liguori Publications that 
Inspire, Comfort, Educate, and Entertain

◀ Th rough refl ection and personal experience, 
Paul Wilkes examines the power of the Eucharist 
to impart healing grace, spiritual strength, and 
peace to both communicants and Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion. Compelling 
stories from his hospital Eucharistic Ministry 
refl ect the exceptional writing for which he is 
known. Wilkes takes the reader on a journey to 
realize God’s love for us as the personal stories 
bring the reader to a better understanding of 
God’s presence even in the face of suff ering and 
sorrow. Admitting his own fl aws and doubts, 
Wilkes connects to every reader who yearns to 
encounter the mystery of God’s love for each of us. 
160-page hardcover – 5½ x 8¼
978-0-7648-1945-2 • $19.99

◀ Employing humor and insight, Deeley 
examines many well-known and not so well-
known stories, showing how they contribute 
to understanding God and ourselves. 
Th is book off ers a deeper appreciation of the 
nature of Scripture as a Living Word, a greater 
understanding of the connection between God 
in the Old Testament and God in the New, and 
a better awareness of the multifaceted nature 
of God’s interaction with us. A refl ection 
with helpful questions for individual guided 
meditation and for small group discussion 
follows each story.
128-page paperback – 5½ x 8¼
978-0-7648-1938-4 • $10.99

◀ For centuries, poetry has given voice to the 
spectrum of human experience. Th is inspiring 
book off ers various selections from the work of 
prominent U.S. and British poets. Th eir words 
take the reader through the emotions that 
accompany their journey through the crisis-
struggle-renewal cycle.
Additional features include an introduction to 
each section, a guide for using poems as a form 
of meditation and prayer, indexes of authors and 
fi rst lines, and a brief biography of each poet.
144-page hardcover – 5 x 7
978-0-7648-1965-0 • $15.99

◀ Young children and their parents will delight 
in this colorful, lovingly illustrated, and simple 
rendition of the traditional Christmas story.
Th is lift -the-fl ap board book brings the well-
known characters of Christmas—angels, 
shepherds, wise men, Mary and Joseph and 
the baby Jesus—to life for little ones. Sturdily 
constructed to last for years, this book invites 
children to take an active role in discovering 
the mysteries of Our Lord’s birth.
Th is book makes an excellent gift  or family 
keepsake.
20-page board book – 5⅞ x 7½
978-0-7648-1964-3 • $10.99

Parenting with Prayer!

Mary Ann Kuharski’s book “Parenting With
Prayer” is an informative and fun read! With
classic Catholic prayers like the Rosary and Mem-
orare, to the Corporal and Spiritual Works of
Mercy, the Commandments, Sacraments and
much more, this Catholic mother of 13 children
offers practical tips mixed with humor and insight.

Paperback. 190 pages. $10 + $5.95 S&H

All proceeds go to PROLIFE Across AMERICA,
“The Billboard People”

To order, go to: www.ProlifeAcrossAmerica.org



SACRED PASSION
The Art of William Schickel, 
Second Edition
Gregory Wolfe
Foreword by James Martin, S.J.
ISBN 978-0-268-04417-6

THE CIRCLE DANCE OF TIME
John S. Dunne
ISBN 978-0-268-02605-9

RETHINKING POVERTY
Income, Assets, and the Catholic 
Social Justice Tradition
James P. Bailey
Catholic Social Tradition
ISBN 978-0-268-02223-5

A PROMISED LAND, 
A PERILOUS JOURNEY
Theological Perspectives 
on Migration
Edited by Daniel G. Groody 
and Gioacchino Campese
ISBN 978-0-268-02973-9

WHERE ARE THE HELPERS?
Charity and Spirituality
Edited by 
Paul Josef Cardinal Cordes

ISBN 978-0-268-02369-0

SAINT LOUIS
Jacques Le Goff
Translated by Gareth Evan Gollrad
ISBN 978-0-268-03381-1

TOWARD THE ENDLESS DAY
The Life of Elisabeth Behr-Sigel
Olga Lossky
Translated by Jerry Ryan
Edited by Michael Plekon
Foreword by Olivier Clément
ISBN 978-0-268-03385-9 

SIMONE WEIL AND THE SPECTER 
OF SELF-PERPETUATING FORCE
E. Jane Doering
ISBN 978-0-268-02604-2

MONK’S TALE
The Pilgrimage Begins, 
1941–1975
Edward A. Malloy, C.S.C.
ISBN 978-0-268-03516-7

36 halftones

WHY CHOOSE 
THE LIBERAL ARTS?
Mark William Roche
ISBN 978-0-268-04032-1

DANTE AND THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN
Ralph McInerny
ISBN 978-0-268-03517-4

INTRACTABLE DISPUTES 
ABOUT THE NATURAL LAW
Alasdair MacIntyre and Critics
Edited by 
Lawrence S. Cunningham
ISBN 978-0-268-02300-3

New & Noteworthy from

NOTRE DAME PRESS

University of Notre Dame Press
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